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Preface

After the success of the 1911 Revolution in 1911,the Republic of
China (1912~1949) was established on Jan.1,1912,while the Republic of
China Postal Service (the Chinese Postal Service in short) came into
being then after.During the 38 years from 1912 to the eve of
establishment of the People’s Republic of China on Oct.1,1949,the
Chinese Postal Service issued commemorative stamps of 29 sets,special
stamps of 3 sets, Semi—Postal stamps of 3 sets.

Stamps issued during the period of the Republic of China are one
essential part of the stamps in China,which indirectly reflected the history
of the Republic of China in the early half of the 20th century,covering
those major events including the success of the Revolution of 1911 (the
Chinese bourgeois democratic revolution led by Dr.Sun Yat-sen which
overthrew the Qing Dynasty),Yuan Shikai’s taking over and ascending
the throne,the tangled fights among the Northern Warlords,the unification
of the National Government,the Anti-Japanese War and the political and
economic collapse of the KMT (Kuomintang) government.

During the period of the Republic of China (1912-1949),the separatist
warlords set up their own regimes and staged civil wars frequently
meanwhile, the were political and economic development unbalanced,with
the non —unified monetary systems among various provinces.In such
chaos,the Chinese Postal Service issued provinciall restricted stamps
from 1915 to ensure its postal income.By Sept 1949,5 provinces had
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issued their stamps for the commemorative stamps and special stamps.

The postage stamps of the Chinese Postal Service mirrored the then
economic situation of the country.The face values of the early stamps
were in Silver yuan,and they were changed to Fabi after the legal tender
was in circulation of Nov,1935.From 1941 the price jumped,and the mon-
ey devalueted with the impact of the war,while the postage had to be
readjusted constantly.The new stamps could not follow suit on press,and
overprinted and surcharged stamps had to be issued in large quantities.
After the victory over the Anti—Japanese War,the currency inflation be-
came increasingly fierce,and the face value of a stamp even reached as
high as 5 million yuan in the legal tender by Jul 1948.0n Augi19 of the
same year,the stamp face value had to be changed to Gold yuan,and at
that time 3 million Fabi yuan could only be converted into 1 Gold yuan.
But six months later,the face value of a stamp jumped form 0.5 fen of
Gold yuan to 0.5 million Gold yuan.By the time,the economy of the coun—
try broke dowm completely,and the face value system of stamps could
not continue whatever,so that unit postage and basic postage stamps in
the name of Silver yuan had to be put into use.

While compiling the collection of the {Commemortive and Special
Stamps of China),we carefully studied the information of these stamps
and wrote respectively some relevant articles about each set of stamps,
trying to approach the following aspects:

1.The issue date of stamps,the historical background while issuing
the stamps and the introduction of persons and contents concerned;

2.The number of each set of stamps,the design and face value,color
washing,the amount of distribution and use of each type of stamps;

3.The size of the stamps,arrangement of a sheet,contraste of differ—

ent plates, varieties and secret marks,settings and relevant postmarks;
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4.Trial plate proofs, trial color proofs and the study of differences in

size between those proofs and stamps printed in U.S;
5.Entire covers,esp.those applied within  “provincially restricted
stamps”.

Those articles were serialized on “Philately News” from July,2008 to
December,2009 and became popular among readers, who also offered
some pieces of valuable advice.Then,together with the new data collected
in recent years,the boon were finally compiled with color illustration.

Here,we’d like to express our sincere gratitude to those who once
offered us wonderful guidance during the process of compiling. Our spe—
cial thanks should go to Liu Gangshi, Yang Yanzeng, Ma Youzhang, Liu
Jiawei, Di Chaoying Li Ming, Li Hongyuan, Lu You, Rui Weisong, Xie
Zixue, Xiao Ying, Wang Baogong, etc.

There might be some limitations in this collection.And any comments
and suggestions will be welcome. Much obliged.
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