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Before You Start

While you are preparing for this unit, consider what you know about the folloWiﬁg" 3
questions: 5
1. What national symbols do you think of at the sight of the word “China”'?
2. What are the geographic features of your hometown? :
3. Can you list the dynasties in Chinese history chronologically?
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Section A Reading and Writing

General Survey

Country Name

Contemporary China’s official name is the People’s Republic of China, often abbreviated as
P. R. China or PRC. China is called Zhonggué in Mandarin Chinese. The first character zhong ()
means “central” or “middle”, while guo ([#/[F) means “state” or “nation”. Many Western works
use the translation “middle kingdom™ or “central kingdom”. In ancient texts, Zhonggué referred
to a state, a city or the group of states in the central plain.
It became the shortened form of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949.

National Flag

The national flag of China is red with a large yellow
five-pointed star and four smaller ones (arranged in a
vertical arc toward the middle star) in the upper hoist-side

corner. The color red symbolizes the spirit of revolution,
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and the five stars signify the unity of the people of China under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party. The flag was officially unveiled in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square on October 1,
1949, the formal announcement of the founding of the People’s Republic of China.

National Emblem

(D The design of the national emblem of the People’s Republic of China, published by the
Central People’s Government on September 20, 1950, shows Tiananmen
under the light of five stars, and it is framed with ears of grain and a
cogwheel (4%). Tiananmen is the place where the inauguration of
the People’s Republic of China was held. The cogwheel and the ears of
grain represent the working class and the peasantry respectively, and the
five stars symbolize the solidarity (14%) of the various nationalities of
China. THe emblem clearly indicates that the People’s Republic of China
is a socialist state led by the working class and based on the alliance of
industrial and agricultural workers.

National Anthem

March of the Volunteers, written in 1935, with lyrics by the poet Tian Han and music by the
composer Nie Er, honors those who went to the front to fight against the Japanese invaders in
northeast China in the 1930s. The song was officially adopted as the national anthem of the P. R.
China on December 4, 1982.

Lyrics (Translation)

March of the Volunteers

Arise, ye who refuse to be slaves!

Let us amount our flesh and blood towards our new Great Wall!

The Chinese nation faces its greatest peril,

The thundering roar of our peoples will be heard!

Arise! Arise! Arise!

We are many, but our hearts beat as one!

Selflessly braving the enemy s gunfire, march on!

Selflessly braving the enemy s gunfire, march on!

March on! March on! on!

Administrative Divisions & Capital

Map of China

Locations of provinces,
autonomous regions
and municipalities.

"
T P
Islands ol South China Sea
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The entire country is divided into 23 provinces, five autonomous regions (Tibet, Xinjiang,
Inner Mongolia, Guangxi and Ningxia), four municipalities (Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and
Chongging) and two special administrative regions (Hong Kong and Macau).

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of China. It is not only the nation’s political
center, but also its cultural, scientific and educational center, and a key transportation hub.

People

China, as the world’s most populous nation, has a population of over 1.3 billion. Out of
every five persons living in this world, one is a Chinese. People live mainly around the coastal
areas and industrialized zones of central China.

China is home to 56 ethnic peoples. The Han people account for 92 percent of the total
population, while the other 55 ethnic groups are known as minorities. All nationalities in China
are equal according to the law. The state protects their lawful rights and interests and promotes
equality, unity, and mutual help among them.

Language

The official language of China is standard Chinese or Mandarin, known as Putonghua. It is
based on the Beijing dialect. Many other dialects and ethnic minority languages are also spoken.

All of the Chinese dialects share a common written form that has evolved and been
standardized during two millennia and serves as a unifying bond among the Han Chinese. The
government has aggressively developed both simplified Chinese and Pinyin (phonetic spelling) as
ways to increase literacy and transliterate Chinese names.

National Animal

The Giant Panda is regarded as a national
treasure. Just over 1,000 survive in the wild
and most of them live in Sichuan Province. The
panda has a black-and-white coat. ) It is easily
recognized by its large, distinctive black patches
around the eyes, over the ears, and across its
round body. Though it belongs to the order
Carnivora (f£A25), the panda’s diet is 99%
bamboo. (740 words)

Based on:

1. http://english.gov.cn
2. Catherine Field, 2004, China, Oxford: Raintree

S Difficult Sentences

(D The design of the national emblem of the People’s Republic of China, published by the
Central People’s Government on September 20, 1950, shows Tiananmen under the
light of five stars, and it is framed with ears of grain and a cogwheel.

b 4 AR 3o ) B 49 35y o S EORE T 1950409 A 20 B ARAR, B P R AR R
W6 R, ARG,




/4

@) Tt is easily recognized by its large, distinctive black patches around the eyes, over the
ears, and across its round body.
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Geographic Overview

China, an ancient, mysterious and beautiful land, is located in the eastern part of the Asian
continent, on the western Pacific Rim. Occupying an area of 9,600,000 square kilometers, it is the
third largest country in the world, next to Russia and Canada. When inhabitants of eastern China
are greeting the dawn, people in western China still face four more hours of darkness. When
northern China is still gripped in a world of ice and snow, flowers are already blooming in the
warm and pleasant south.

China has a total of 22,117 kilometers of land boundaries with 14 other nations. The coastline
extends 14,500 kilometers from the border with North Korea in the north to Vietnam in the south. The
coasts are on the Korea Bay, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea, and the South China Sea.

Broadly speaking, the relief (#14/{) of China is high in the west and low in the east;
consequently, the direction of flow of the major rivers is generally eastward. The surface may be
divided into three steps, or levels.

(D The first step is represented by the Plateau of Tibet,
which is located in both the Tibet Autonomous Region and
the province of Qinghai and which, with an average elevation
of well over 4,000 meters (13,000 feet) above sea level, is the
loftiest highland area in the world and often known as “the
roof of the world.” At the southern rim of the Tibetan Plateau,
on the Nepalese-Tibetan border, are the soaring Himalayan

Mountains. Here stands the world’s tallest peak, Mount
Qomolangma (meaning “Goddess” in Tibetan; known to the West as Mount Everest), which is
8848 meters (29,028 feet) high.

The second step lies to the north of the Kunlun and Qilian mountains and (farther south) to
the east of the Qionglai and Daliang ranges. (2) There the mountains descend sharply to heights
of between 1,800 and 900 meters (6,000 and 3,000 feet), after which basins intermingle with
plateaus. This step includes the Mongolian Plateau, the Tarim Basin, the Loess Plateau (loess is
a yellow-gray dust deposited by the wind), the Sichuan Basin, and the Yunnan-Guizhou (Yungui)
Plateau.

The third step stretches down to the Pacific Ocean and is the most fertile and populous area
of China. Almost all of this area is made up of hills and plains lying below 450 meters (1,500
feet). In the far north, the terrain is low and flat, broken only occasionally by mountains. Farther
south are the vast flood plains of China’s great rivers. In the far south, there are low mountains
crossed by river valleys.

The most remarkable feature of China’s relief is the vast extent of its mountain chains.




By rough estimate, about one-third of the total area of China consists of mountains. China has
some of the world’s tallest mountains and the world’s highest and largest plateau, in addition to
possessing extensive coastal plains. The five major landforms—mountain, plateau, hill, plain, and
basin—are all well represented. China’s complex natural environment and rich natural resources
are closely connected with the varied nature of its relief.

(3 China’s climate diversity mirrors that of its topography, ranging from extremely dry
desert-like conditions in the northwest to a tropical monsoon climate in the southeast. From
September to April of the following year, dry and cold air masses (¥2“<{#]) blow from Siberia
and the Mongolian Plateau, resulting in cold and dry winters, and great differences between
the temperatures of north and south China. From April to September, warm and humid summer
monsoons blow from the seas in the east and south, resulting in overall high temperatures and
abundant rainfall, and the range of temperatures between north and south is quite small. (604 words)

Based on:

1. Kenneth Pletcher, 2011, The Geography of China: Sacred and Historic Place, Britannic
Educational Publishing

2. Discover China, 2009, China Intercontinental Press

3. Catherine Field, 2004, China, Oxford: Raintree

- -~ Difficult Sentences

(D The first step is represented by the Plateau of Tibet, which is located in both the Tibet
Autonomous Region and the province of Qinghai and which, with an average elevation
of well over 4,000 meters (13,000 feet) above sea level, is the loftiest highland area in
the world and often known as the “roof of the world.”
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(2) There the mountains descend sharply to heights of between 1,800 and 900 meters (6,000
and 3,000 feet), after which basins intermingle with plateaus.
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) China’s climate diversity mirrors that of its topography, ranging from extremely dry
desert-like conditions in the northwest to a tropical monsoon climate in the southeast.
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Task 1 Short Answer Questions

Directions: Read Text 1 and Text 2 first and then answer the following questions briefly.

1. What is the title of the national anthem of P. R. China?

2. How many administrative divisions are there in P. R. China?
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3. Where is China located?
4. Why do major rivers in China generally flow from west to east?

5. What is the world’s highest highland?

Task 2 Reading Comprehension

Part A

Directions: In this section, there are 5 incomplete sentences. You are required to select one
word for each blank from a list of choices given in the word bank below. You may not use any of

the words in the bank more than once.

hoist  relief millennia unveiled lofty
gripped  plain  inauguration monsoon  deposits

1. As the river slows down, it a layer of soil.

2. The tower of the City Hall overlooked the whole panorama of the streets and
avenues.

3. The city a package of measures to deal with the threat.

4. In his speech, the newly elected president promised to fight corruption and
promote social justice.

5. Every summer, tourists flock to the for its abundant wildlife and spectacular
scenery.

Part B

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with five statements attached to
it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph
from which the information is derived. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

A) The vast landmass of China lies in Asia, the world’s largest continent, and faces the
Pacific, the world’s largest ocean, along an extensive shoreline. The country’s climate is thus
heavily influenced by the seasonal movement of the tropical Pacific air mass and the continental
Siberian air mass.

B) The Siberian air mass is extremely cold and dry. Because North China is affected by this
air mass most of the time, it is dry with clear weather and an abundance of sunshine during the
winter months.

C) As the Siberian air mass spreads southward, the Qinling Mountains become an effective
barrier to the advance of the cold waves. Thus, the Huai River-Qinling Mountains line is generally
regarded as the geographical dividing line between North China and South China. South of the
line, the mean January temperature increases progressively, rising from freezing to 22°C on the
southern coast of the Hainan Island. Snow rarely falls and the rivers do not freeze. North of this
line, the temperature drops from freezing to —28°C in the Northern part of Heilongjiang.

D) In summer when the tropical Pacific air mass predominates, the frontal zone between
the two air masses shifts northward; as a result, North China receives heavier rainfall. When the




southeastern monsoon slackens, however, the frontal zone moves southward, and central China

receives more rainfall, which can cause flooding.

E) As the Pacific monsoon gradually loses its moisture on the way to the north, precipitation

in China decreased from the southeast to the northwest. Northwest of a line linking the Greater

Khingan, Yin, Lang, Qilian, and Altun ranges, the annual precipitation is less than 10 inches (25

cm). Because these regions are far from the sea, high mountains prevent the southern monsoon

from reaching them, and only grasslands are found there. In western Inner Mongolia, the Gansu

Corridor, and the Tarim Basin, the annual precipitation drops to 4 inches (10 cm) or less. These

are areas of true desert, where sometimes not a single drop of moisture is received for several

years.

( )1. The northern parts generally receive less rainfall than the southern ones annually.

( )2. The tropical Pacific air mass is the chief source of summer rainfall.

( )3. It is dry in the northwestern part of China.

(' )4. In winter the range of temperatures between North and South China is quite big.

( )S. The Qinling Mountains prevent the cold air mass from spreading to the south.

Task 3 Translation

Directions: Translate the following passage from Chinese into English.

BATTE, P EMA TSR, PO TR, LT rMmEREsEn, PR
#ita000k, Rt ARG, SHK HARE" o KPEFEHRISOKUT, BPEEER.
AN DA R X, I ST, RISk L ET; A g =T b AR m B I PR
nhE bR b, VAR

Task 4 Writing
Directions: For this part, you are required to write a composition on the topic of The
National Emblem of the People’s Republic of China.

Section B Listening and Speaking

Situational Dialogue: Chinese History

Mark:

Li:

Mark:

Li:

Mark:

Li:

Guess what I did today!

Called that ...what’s her name again... and asked her out?

Come on, give me a break. I've been to the museum. There’s an exhibition of
ancient Chinese relics.

Sounds great.

It’s fantastic! They look so elaborate and so Chinese! Each item seems to tell a lot
about its time.

Taking you back to hundreds or even thousands of years ago.



Mark:
Li:

Mark:
Li:

Mark:
Li:
Mark:
Li:

Mark:
Li:

Mark:
Li:

Mark:
Li:
Mark:
Li:

Mark:

Yeah, exactly. But the problem is I’ve got totally lost about those names of
dynasties. Could you straighten it out for me?

Of course. Xia is the first Chinese dynasty. But nothing much is known about it for
lack of archeological evidence.

Did Xia really exist? Isn’t it a legend?

I’m not sure. (D But I believe it once flourished, linking the late Neolithic' cultures
with the urban civilization of the Shang Dynasty. Shang is the first historically
documented dynasty.

Written on oracle bones”?

Right. Then, the Zhou Dynasty began to emerge in the Yellow River valley,
overrunning Shang. This period in China was like ancient Greece, a time of
incredible development in thought.

Any great thinkers?

I’m sure you’ve heard of Confucius and Lao Tze. And how about The Art of War?
Is it a person’s name?

No, it’s a book about military laws and tactics of deploying troops. But many sales
leaders read it for marketing and negotiation strategies.

Business is war.

As the power of the Zhou court gradually diminished, the kingdom broke apart
into smaller states. Qin was one of them. Its King, Ying Zheng, ended the rivalry
among the independent states and established the first centralized, multiethnic ( 5
EJ%RY ) state in Chinese history under the Qin Dynasty.

Wow, he was cool!

He sure was. (2 He unified Chinese script, standardized the currency and
measures, and built the old Great Wall as well as an extensive network of roads
and canals.

Was he the owner of the terracotta ( fF£55{fj ) army?

That’s right. Those warriors in his tomb were to guard him in the afterlife.
Impressive.

The Han Dynasty succeeded Qin as the second imperial dynasty. It witnessed
further advances in science and culture. Papermaking technique is a great
contribution to human civilization. This period also produced China's most famous
historian, Sima Qian. His work Skiji provides a detailed chronicle from the time of
a legendary Xia emperor to that of the Han emperor Wu Di.

Was the Silk Road developed in Han?

1 B At ARk T B 4>80004F T iy A ZS AR (FF ) FCMR 0 SR . — MUK A AR = NEAHEIE: 1) FFth
WA A 2) RUWTHE; 3) MR TRGERY ., FELmF k.

2 R SCRPEN—FE AT, Bl RBAF N R, P SORR (AATRN7THL—hT e ) &
ALY, BEAZI3600B4F (T 2




