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December 6, 2017

It is my great pleasure to introduce this book to the general public.
" This masterly study, 4 4] i& 77 & # % [Research on the Dialects of
Myanmar], by Professor WANG Danian ( £ A 4F ), constitutes a high-
water mark in the research by Chinese scholars on the rich array of
Burmese dialects.

This large volume of approximately 400,000 characters consists of
three parts.

Part I is devoted to phonological and grammatical sketches of
8 major Burmese dialects, including Arakanese, Intha, Taungyo,
Tavoyan, and Yaw, etc. In Part II, Professor Wang undertakes a careful
comparative study of the various dialects, thoroughly describing the
special features of their repertoires of initial consonants, rhymes,
and tones, as well as remarks on their systems of particles and other
functors. Among the original ideas and insights of the author, we should
mention his treatments of consonant clusters and the different ways

they are simplified in the dialects; changes in the systems of rhymes,



