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Foreword

Guoxing Yu and Yan Jin point out in their introduction that a phe-
nomenal number of Chinese learners of English are taking English
language tests. English is one of the three key subjects (the other two
being Chinese and mathematics) in Gao Kao - the national university
entrance examinations. The College English Test (CET) has the most
test takers of any test in the world every year, e.g. in 2012 alone it
had 18 million test takers. There has been a substantial increase in
the number of Chinese taking international English language tests. In
2010 there were over 300,000 Chinese who took International English
Language Testing System (IELTS), and a similar number of Chinese tak-
ing TOEFL iBT (Test of English as a Foreign Language, internet-based
test). Given the huge numbers of students whose lives are affected
by local and international English language tests it is critical that test
providers understand how policies and practices of assessing Chinese
learners of English as a foreign language are intertwined with the social,
political and educational systems in which the tests operate and in turn
impact upon.

This volume makes a contribution to deepening the understanding
of all those involved in testing Chinese students. It provides empirical
evidence for test validation as well as insightful examples of research
efforts which help us to better understand the characteristics of Chinese
test takers, constructs of assessment (speaking in particular), assessment
methods, purposes and impacts of assessment and assessment policies/
innovations.

The authors look in detail at the characteristics of the Chinese learn-
ers being assessed, what makes Chinese learners of English different
from learners of other first languages, the language constructs that
underlie some of the tests sat by Chinese learners, various assessment
methods and innovations, to what extent the social, political and edu-
cational systems in China affect the students’ learning motivations and
test preparation strategies, Chinese students’ performance on a number
of English language tests and variables affecting this performance, how
different stakeholders cope with assessment policy changes and the
consequences of assessment. It is a welcome addition to the increas-
ing number of publications on the assessment of Chinese learners of
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English and also contributes to the general knowledge base of English
language assessment.

It is now over twenty-five years since I started working with Chinese
colleagues on the CET test at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and the
TEM test at Shanghai International Studies University. In relation to
these Chinese tests alone a substantial contribution to test theory and
practice has been made.

The College English Test Validation study I was involved with in
1991-1995 was the first of its kind in China since large-scale stand-
ardized language tests came into being in the mid-1980s (and among
the first in the world on major examinations). Through collaborative
research, the study contributed significantly to the growth and devel-
opment of professional language testing expertise in China. A full his-
tory of the validation project can be found in Yang, H. and Weir, C.J.
Validation Study of the National College English Test by Shanghai Foreign
Language Education Press (1998).

[ was also involved with the Test for English Majors (TEM) validation
project in 1993-1996. The immediate purpose of the project was to
review the existing TEM-4 and TEM-8 in terms of content, construct,
predictive and concurrent validity and to establish their reliability
through statistical analysis of the test data. By developing enhanced
procedures for item writing and marker standardization, it was hoped
that future tests would better reflect the English language performance
of the test takers. The project’s long-term aim was to improve the
positive washback effects on ELT teaching and learning in Chinese uni-
versities. The study was published as Shen, Z., Green, R and Weir, C.J.
The Test for English Majors (TEM) Validation Study by Shanghai Foreign
Language Education Press (1997).

Such cases of extended international collaboration (as do those in
this book) certainly helped meet the local needs in test development
and validation by providing a global perspective and also helped
to develop the capacity of language testing research and practice
in China itself. However, the benefits are never only one-way. The
socio-cognitive framework, first comprehensively elaborated in my
book Language Testing and Validation (Palgrave, 2005) has its roots in
my earlier academic work (see Communicative Language Testing (1990)
and Understanding and Developing Language Tests (1993)), which arose
out of this earlier collaborative work in China first as senior UK con-
sultant on the national College English Test (Yang and Weir 1998). It
developed further in work on the Test for English Majors (Shen, Green
and Weir 1997) and the Advanced English Reading Test (Weir, Yang and
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Jin 2000). Working with Chinese colleagues on these tests involved
developing a clearer specification of the operations and performance
conditions underlying language test performance. These provided the
conceptual basis for the cognitive and contextual validity parameters
that appear in my 2005 book for reading, listening, writing and speak-
ing, which were further developed in the constructs volumes in the
Studies in Language Testing (SiLT) series (Shaw and Weir 2007, Khalifa
and Weir 2009, Taylor (Ed.) 2011, and Geranpayeh and Taylor 2013) by
Cambridge English and Cambridge University Press.

As Bachman (2009) pointed out in his Foreword to an earlier volume in
this area edited by Cheng and Curtis (2009) - English Language Assessment
and the Chinese Learner, “the language testing issues discussed ... are not
unique to the assessment of Chinese Learners’ English ....” The stud-
ies in this volume similarly make an important contribution to the
global knowledge base of English language assessment as well as to our
knowledge of the testing of Chinese learners in particular. In addressing
Chinese learners of English, the authors make an important contribu-
tion to better understanding the complexity and dynamics of assessing
Chinese learners of English in different educational contexts and levels.
The studies clearly illustrate the need to take into account the social,
political and educational contexts in which English language tests and
assessment innovations and policies take place in China.

Cyril ]. Weir

Centre for Research in English Language Learning and Assessment
(CRELLA)

University of Bedfordshire

April 2015
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