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YosuIzAwA ., Xenkeehi

DATX: 1 Mareh 1946
INTRRROGATOR: My, t‘on ¥, Barry



ZErEERoOATION OF

Yosrgzama, Keaksant”
Date and Time: 1 Mareh 1946, 1000-1400 hours,
Place t Room 753, Meifi Building, Tekyo, Yapan.
Yresent 1 Kenkeehi YOSHIZAWA

¥r. John P, Rarry, Interrogator

The fellowing questions and saswers took plass in Znglish,
No interpreter was necessary,

qunueni Sy Mr, Barry:

Qe
A,

Qe
Ao

Whst position did you hold about September 18, 1931?
T was Jupanese Amdussador to Franee until abdbout
Desember 27, 1931,

Wnen 14 you learn aboit the Mukden Ineident?

On September 19, 1931, I learned about the Mukden
Ineidsnt, An urgent messsge sams %0 Gemeve, At that
time Y was living ia & rented house there., The Jupanese
offise was at the Metrepols and Y hsard about it from
them, 7T 414 not receive any offieial messags.

What information did you resaive?

That Chiness Sx00:8 had Broken the South Manehurian

Railroad near Mukdem. Our residents were exposed %o @&
s peaition. Jupamesse troops took nesessary

steps %o prevent tyoudble, Japamese govermment took

stepa to prevent aggravation. Japamese $roops were

withidrawn te the railwey zons, :

Who was the Minister of Poreign Affaira at the time?
mo_n SNIDEMARA,

When 418 yeu uﬁu to Tokyo? ‘
When the INUKAT Cabinet waa formed in Dscember I left
Paris sad arrived in Jupan on Juawsry 14, 1932,



YOSHI7AWA, Kenkeohi, 1 Mar i

Qe
Ao

e
A,

Are you familier with the Iytton Commission?
Yes, end the Commiselion arrived in Japan 1942, when I}
was in Tokyo, %

¥het was the situstion in Manchuris st that time?
There wes still fighting going on hers and there,

Did you sudbsequently read the lytton Commission report?
Yas,

Was the rerort sccurats?
Yes, T think so,

DY you have any Osbinet discussions about the 2itustion at
that time?

Our military was trying to esteblish a goveranment snd the
local Chiness mlso ooopsrated. Some of the loosl population
wanted to form a government and so a governmept wae formed
with ¥r, Henry Pu-yl as ohief executive., I think it was
about ¥areh 1932,

Did TINTKAY favor the new Manohurian Mapire?

Prime Minister INUKAI was not {nolined, His views were that
the Chinsse people cannot be dividad. They may be amal-
gamated in due course. On my part, I took the position that
if we 2llgwed the formastion of a separste country, the
Vestern ers shall oppose it., One Jday I sent for (eneral
ISHTHARA==-influsnt ia)l offiecer on the starf of the Kwantung
A¥my, one of the strong supportsrs of the formation of
Vanehukuo, T asked him whether the fomet ion of the
Hanehurien "mpire oould he delayed, This was between
February 15 and 28, 1932, when the General wes basck from
Port Arthur, 7s said, "Impossible now-=every possible
preparation had been mede.elresady.” Perhaps he said the
truth, In that way the ¥aunshurian Empire was sstablished.
Mr. Henry Yu-yi was made the Emperor.

Was ARAKT Un favor of establishing the Menchurian Covernment?
Of ocourss, The general staff was at the bask of ARAXI. Cne
dey I went to the residencs of ARAKY and found there the
leaders of the general astaff, General MAHAKI, Vige ch\i‘ct of
the Oeneral Staff, Vice Minister of %er Generas f;;JﬂPS and
some others from both the Oenersl Seaff and wWar/off{ce. This

was some day Iin February 1932,
- 2 -



YOSHIZAWA, Kenkeshi, 1 Mar 46

Q.
A,

Q.
A,

We

A

A,

What Mmppened tiwre?

I suggested delay in formation of the Manehurien Rmpire,.
¥y eoffort d4id not suceeed,

¥he eoppessd your plan?

The military. All of them opposed it. War Minister ARAXI,
KO0IS0 amd MASAKY, /

What was the resson for eopposition to delay? i

I ean't reenll the remarks bdut the soneensus of opinion was
for early formas ion of the Manehurian Bwpire., During ay
stay in offies we sent Oemeral NUTO--I'm 2ot swre about this
part-«an first Ambessalor to Manshuria and ecnsurremtly e
Gor:mandant of the Xwamtung Amy, adout April or May of 1’&2.
Oeneral XOISO was appeinted Chief of Bteff of Gemeral MUTO,
as Commandart of the K:antumg Army, They were firat Japanezs
representatives.

Who were some of ARAKI's supperseras in the expansion in
¥anchurie? ‘

The military in genersl held th2 same opinion and e large
aumber of efvilian people who hed nationclistic tendenoy.

What wes you opinion as to Menehuris and Japan?

Manshuria was necessary for us politically end strategzically,
However, my views have not ohangsd toward China in 30 yesars,
I was not in favor of separation of Manshuria from Ghinas.

I was slways in favor of h-ving Chins &as a friend and I
atil)l hold that view, HORTOYAMA agreed with me on the cone
duet of foreign poliey.

\;h-t other positions did you hol2 in the govermment aftaer
932¢

The first of J,ly, 1932 Y was selscted to the Houss of Peers

- and remained there to August of 1945 when I beocame Privy

Counsel, I am stil) Privy Counsel ezoept that I will re-
8izn decause of the purge direstive. In the sseond KONCYR
Cabinet T beceme Ambassador to Batavie,

How long did you remain there?
I remaimed there six months, ‘I wanmt to tell you how I was
appointed, MATSUQKY approashed me on the Ath of November,

1940 to take the position, I wamed %o to Batavia wita-

out Ambassador's title. On the 24th of ember MATSUORU
sajd that the Duteh bei:g very bdureauerstie, I would have
to :o‘wlth the title of Ambassador., On 26 November I ao-
septed,

-) e



YOSHIZA®A, Kenkeehi, 1 Mer A6

Qe
Ae

¥hat was your mission there?

I went there to negotiate = gommereisl treaty with the
Dateh. It ineluded sllowing Japanese to go in there under
& quota system end to allow Japanese physieiens there and
other ecommercial purpeses, . On Jume 17, 1941, I was adout
to enter into a successful treaty with the Duteh represent-
ative, Governor General Yon Stsrckembderg, when I was in-
strueted by telegram to return home. I sent a telegram %o
MATSTUORU saying formel agreement would be consummated--why
should Y discomtinue? I got an answer--Leave Batavia,
later I lesrned that the Jeapanese Governuent announced ny
aission down there as ending in a rupture,

Were your negotisticns suesesaful ?

Yas, very suoceessful. I was just sbout to eonelude formel
agreenent when I was omlled home,

{AdSourned at 1400 hours)



Certificate of Interpreter

IO ’

(nane) (Serial Number)
being sworn on oath, state that I truly translated the questions
and answers given fron Bnglish to Japanese and from Japanese to
Tnglish respectively, and that the above transcription of such
questions and answers, ccnsisting of pages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Subseribed and sworn to before me this day of . 1946,

(Na.e and Renk)

Dulys Detailed Investigating Officer,
Irnternational Prosecution Section, GHR, SCiaPe

Certificate of Stencgrapher

Ty Fa—r hereby certify thut I acted
gs stehographer ot !ne interrogation set cut above, and that I
rauseribed the forezoing gquestions and answers, and that the
trapseription is true ond accurcte to tile Lest of my knowledge

and belizf,

Certificate of Interrogator.

I ‘E) - ’ A '
and 5 ’ i
certify that on iiday of , 1946, personally
appeared bzfore (us) '

and accordins to ,Interpreter,

gave the foregoing answers to the ssveral jucstionc set forth therein.

Koy Shpan——— ‘
eIt

'
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YOMIIZAA, Kenkeshi, 1§ March 1946
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YOSHIZARA, Xemkeohi, 1h Mareh 1946

D44 the newepaper sall pou wp?
™. I gave thanm the twue fasts. They eould mot write the truth,

poaitions,
(a4 Jourowd at 1600 hours)
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DATE: 4 Mareh 1946

INTERROGATORS: Myr. Joha F, Barry
I1t. James MoBwan



SHIZAWA, X

Date and Time: 4 NMareh 1*6, 1000-1215 and 1430-1630 hours.
Plage t Room 753, Meiji Bulldiag, Tokye, JFapan.
Present ¢ Ksnkeehi YOSHIZAWA

My, John ¥, Barry, Interrogater
LS. James MoRwan, Interrogator

The fellowing questions aad smswers took place in Raglish,
No interpreter was nesessary,

Questions by Mr. Barry:

Q.
A,

After you arrived from Batavia in July, 1941, what was
your mext govermmeat pesition?

In August I was approashed by the Foreign Mimister

TOYODA Shrough Ambassader SHIGRNITSU to go %o Freash
Indo~China as speeial imdassador. The message same
through him beesuse I was at Krusava., I asked for an
interview with the three Ministers--the Yoreign Minister,
Minister of War and the Minister of the Mavy--together.
And the goverament arrangsd the interview em ths 25th

of July. X ocame down on the 24th and salled up the
Yoreign Minister's offieial residence on the 25%th at

11 o'elock. I made the request for the interview with
the three Ministers decause I was afraid that I should

be umable to earry out my duties upon my arrivel em the
spet unless the Army and Navy off isers would obey my
orders after my assumption of offise thers., There were
Ayay and Navy offieers there and oivil officers, officials
who were all sarrying out their own polieies amd it was
the intention of the govermment to have & speciel amdas-
sador at the fop to eomroel everything, Our gevermmeat
wanted S0 {mport from Indo-0hins & number of merehamdises,
ineluding riee and other ecereals. I, of eourse, kaew the
Az'l{lnd Favy officers would mot be centrelled By me 8o
easily dut I should de foolish to go %o Inde-Chime witheut
an assuranse of the three Ministers, The assuranes that
I would have somplete sontrel was given By She Shree
Mi{nisters and I acceded to their reqmest to go. After my
arrival i{n Ipdo-China at Hanol on Wovember 8, 1941, I

13



YOSHIZAWA, Kenkeehi, 4- Mar Ahé

A,

14

{eont’d)
established my o ffice there anéd ‘waneh offfes at Saigen
and started my business, As I imagined befere my departure
from Tokyo, I found at once the militery and mavy officers
eould mt b contrelled so sasily becsusse military and naval
attaches attached to my mission had dual capaeities, that is,
in addition to belonging to my mission they were uader the
command of the army and of the navy eommender in Indo-China,
The maval eofficer attached to me was the Commander«in-Chief
of the fleet stationed near Indo-Ohina. He was at sea when
I arrived. The first one was Admiral HIROTA-~he was replaced
by another man the fellowing year, I forget his sussessor--
it was in 1942, The army offiser at time of my arrival
attached to mission was Gemeral Gheh-~he was then eolenel.
Ohoh later raised to Major Gemsral-~-he was my military as-
sistant. At the same time he was one of the assistamts of
the Commmnder-in-Chief there., Thess military and mawvel
offieers reperted mothing to me of things military or naval,
they were outside my socepe, and I realized at onee my mission
was not an easy one, as I had already imagined im Tokyo, I
continued te be in iuo-onu for two years and was dster-
nined $o leave the pesition at the degimniag of the year
before last, 1944, when I happened to return % Tokyo feyr
two months to attend the House of Peers of whieh I was &
momber for many years., I %ook that oesasion to ask the two
ninisters,the Minister of Poreign Affairs (SHIGEMITSU) and
the Minister of The Greater Asia, a very short lived depart-
ment, whieh was orgenimed in 1943. :

What was this Oreager Asias Mimnistry?

It was to .deal with matters relating to East Agia--mamely,
China, Indo«China, Theiland, Burma, Duteh East Indies and the
islands in the Paeifie.

What was ivs speeifie purprse?

The TOJO Cabinet deeided to form a sphere of eo-prosperity
made up of the ecuntries situated in the Pacific--made after
the fashion of Hitler in Germany. Az Rumania and Huagery
and satellites of _Gorun{. ealled "Isbensraum,” on the part
of Japan TOJO set up & “"lLebensraum” in the Pacifie. At the
time - I spoke t0 the two ministers at the begiaming of 1944,
that is the Mimister of Yoreign Arfairs aamd the Minister of
Greater Asis, I told them I wished to resign my post and
after a stay of two months in Tokyo I left for my post and



