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INTERROGATION OF

Date and Time: 25 May 1946, 0900-1145 hours

Place ¢  Room 380, War Ministry Building,’
Tokyo, Japan
Present 3 OYAMA, Ayao (Fumiyo)

¥r, Kenneth N, Parkinson, Interrogator
¥r, Masaharu YOSHITANI, Interpreter
Miss Lillian Anderson, Stenographer

Oath of Interpreter, administered by
Mr. Parkinsons

¥r. Parkinsoni Do you solemnly swear, by Almighty God,
that you will truly and accurately
interpret and transiate from English
into Japanese and from Japanese into
English, as may be required of you in
this proceeding?

Mr, YOSHITANIs I do.
Questions by 3 Mr. Parkinson

(General OYAMA, Ayao (Fumiyo), presented certain docupentary
evidence reluting to courts-martial, etc., the first one being
marked X-1, which refers to the number of courts-martial during
the years 1938 to 1941 covering Japan proper, Manchurja, and
China. Also lists divisions and locations.) Ly

Qs Do I understand that this represonfs the entire Japanese army?

I
A. Yes, the entire Japanese army. Attached to this: is a table
showing the type of crimes committed for 1939 to| 1941, three
years. It ‘shows the crimes committed according ke rank,
officers qu enlisted men,

(Document nnrﬂ%d X~2 contains certain rules and reg
lating to the
adopted follo
wise reflects/|
adopted during(’

f

(Document X-3 feflects certain additional rules and regulations
covering the treatment of prisoners of war and was applicable
to China as w¢ll as other areas.) ;

tigns re-
re and treatment of prisoners of war. ha%L;;ro
. o=
| that were
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(Document X-4 is a document setting forth sertain orders issued
by SATO while Chief of the Nilitary Affairs Bureau, This was
between 1942 and 1944.) :

(Document #49 published ih November 1943 reflests the then existing

rules and regulations regarding the treatment, care, and eonduct

of prisoners of war.) 3 :

Q. As I understood ﬁnr statement, ;:u were Chief of the Justice

g:rotu from 1933 wntil sometime in 1945. ' That was eorrect, wasn't
? : WA

A, Yes, I was the Chief of the Judicial Bureau from 20 December

1933 to 1945,

Qs I mhderstood you likewise to say that it was the custom to
held meetings of sectional hesads of the War Ninigtry presided
over by the War Ninister or Assistant War Ministey at regular
intervals throughout all those years? ‘

A. Yes, it was the custom to hold meetings by bureau chiefs, with
the War Minister and Viee War Ninister presiding.

Q. Were they held at regularly stated periods or were they just
subject to call?

A. They were usually held at roz‘itr intervals, but oh very
frequent occasions they were subjeet to oali. :

Q. Dur the period December 1941 to 1945 could you indicate
how often these meetings were held?

A. These mestings were held once ‘or twice a week,

Q+ Throgghout those years?
A. Yes, throughout those years,

Q. On those oceasions, do I nndot;tand that any question of
importance relating to the military forces was digeussed?

A. At these meetings it was the custom of various hurﬁiu chiefs
to report en their own subjeets and it was not a méeting
where they made any decisions,

Q. 0 those ossasions, would it likewise be trus that, buresu ;
h . vgnld‘bo requested to report on sertain lp“ill subject
matters ;

A. Yes, it was often requested by the War Minister or ‘the Vice
War Minister,
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Do you know whether or mot prior to the issuance of the Im-
perial Decree velating to prisoners of war the necessity for
sush a decree or bureau was discussed in the staff meeting?

By the Inporid Decres, @0 you mean the one that was issued
in 19437 i

Setting up this'Prisoner of War Buresu. What I am trying
to get at 1s was the subjeect of prisoners of war, the
necessity of setting up provisions for their care and treat-
mnent discussed prior to the issuance of that deerees?

Do you mean the one in 19417

Yes, setting up th“pfiuonu of war camp.

I 30 not remember that this was discussed prior to the issuing
of this Imperial Decree/

Was it your eustom personally as head of the Justice Bureau
to attend these meetings?

It was the cuslom t& have the chief of the Judiciary Burean
attend these meetingh, ‘

_pccasions when you, because of illness or other reasons
M mt?;u:mdy%ttom, weré you represented by an

alternate?
Yes,

'hcn,regﬁeuntod ‘by an alternate, would that alternate report
to you Yhereafter 43 to what took place at that meeting?
It was’ usually rop&te@ to the chief.

Yeos, but ny iuutifbn wa$ when you did not personally attend,
wou,’.d your alterngte report to you what transpired?
¥ / )

Tt was reported to me.

orally or 1h writing?

It was reported drally.

8o that An fact you pither knew directly or indireetly what
tyansp | in every moeting of bureau chiefs while you were
in offide?

Yes, I ?m'c’w‘.

And bud on your years of attendance at these meetings, you
were aply t§ determine who the most influential and effective

Dbureau chiefs were? 3
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Yes, I can determine the influential bureau chiefs.

And during the war years, whom would you consider the most
influential bureau chiefs? !

The Chiefs of the Bureau of Military Affairs, Bureau of
Military Service, and Bureau of Supplies, in that order were
the most influential,

During the war period did you ever witness an argument or
difference of opinion expressed between SATO and T0JO?

In my recollection, there were noApronouncod gifference of
opinion between TOJO and SATO. ’

Would you say they appeared to work in perfect harmony and
aceord?

I believe so.

Were you present at a meeting in the Spring of 1942 wherein a
decision was reached as to the working of prisoners of war
and the establishment of prisoner of war enecampments in
China and Manchuria areas?

There was a report conserning the establishment of prisoner
of war camps in Korea and Manchuria,

Do you remember General IIMURA announcing at this meeting
that the prisoners of war would be treated according to the
Geneva Convention, and that he was over-ruled by T0JO who
stated they would be subjected to compulsory labor?

I do not recall such an incident.

Do you recall any such decision ever having been reached?

I have heard the decision that the prisoners of war would
be used as laborers.

Did you attend the meeting where that decision was rendered?
These decisions were not made at these bureau chief meetings,
Two others who were in attendance at those meetings state
definitely that you were present when that decision was
rendered,

There may have been discussions of such things at thése
meetings, but it was never decided upon.
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Do you remember the occasion when General IIMURA reporting
for the Bureau of Prisoners of War saida "We will treat them
this way," and TOJO said, "We will not.
I still do not remember such an incident at the meetings.
Do you know that among the rules and regulations governing
prisoners of war that you delivered to me this morning and

dated May 6, 1942, are orders carrying out the very things
I have just ncntionad?

I know of these regulations because it was actually so,

Do you recall TOJO making a statement that fho placing of
these prisoner of war camps in Korea, Manchuria, etc., was
to show to the Chinese, Koreans, etc,., the migh nd of anan?
I do not recall that statement.

For your information, TOJO admits the statement and two
others insist that you yourself was present and hegrd it.

If you say so, 1t may be true that I was present, but I still
do not recall.

Do you recall attending a meeting of bureau chiefs held in
the early part of August 1942 when SATO announced the
intention to sentence to death tho captured Doolittle flyers?

I do not recall, I do not think it was stated at this
medting, : :

Do you recall at what meeting 1t was stated in?
I do not think so.

Do you recall any meeting where kha disposition ox the
Doolittle flyers was discussed?

I do not remember that the subjeet of the Doolittlo flyers
was brought up in any meeting.

Did you ever learn that it was intended to eourts-nurtial
these Doolittle flyers?

I do know that they were aubject to court martial,

When and how did you learn thut they were to be subjoot to
court martial?
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I first learned about it in July or August 1942 and the draft
of this ecourt martial was submitted to me through the Bureau
of Military Affairs, '

Do you recognize this document (indicating)?
Yes, I do recognize this document. (Document #1681)

Is that the document which was submitted to you for your
approval préor to its issuance?

This document was decided at the Chief of Staff and Bureau of
Military Affairs and then was submitted to me.

What was the purpose of its being submitted to you?

The purpose was to apply these regulations, to see that they
were carried out,

In fact, isn't it true that this order would be carried out
through the representatives of the Justice Bureau serving
with the various army commanders?

It is true that it would be carried out by the representatives
of the Judieial Bureau which serves under the area commanders,

If you were asked to place your finger on any one person
most responsible for originating this idea, who would you
name? In other words, what I want to find out is who is the
person who got up this idea in the first place pertaining to
the Doolittle flyers?

I do not know the name of a certain person, but I think the
Chief of Staff and the Chief of the Bureau of Military Affairs
would be responsible,

Who was the Chief of Staff at that time?

I think it was General SUGIYAMA..

And, of course, the head of the Bureau of Military Affairs was
SATO. If TOJO says that he 1s responsible, would you believe
him or think he was just being brave by trying to shield
another?

Do you refer to this document?

Yes, this decision to courts martial the Doclittle flyers.

Since TOJOIknew about this court martial, I think that he
should be responsible,
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True, but don't you think that he is actually being chivalrous?

I think that he may be chivalrous, but I still think that
actually T0OJO should be responsible.

In the light of this discuslion don't {ou now recall that
this proposal was made by SATO a meeting of bureau chiefs
and that at that same meeting TOJO stated he thought he was
going too far, that it was a dangerous course to pursue?

I do not recall either SATO or TOJO saying that at this
meeting.

You do not recall then whether or not this order that you
identified was a compromise between SATO, an extremist on
the one hand, and T0JO inviting caution?

I do not know about this incldent.

This order states that air crew members who do not violate
the international rules of warfare are to be treated as
prisoners of war, and also states that those violating such
rules shall be troated as capital criminals or offenders.
What do you consider a violation of intermational rules of
warfare by a flyer?

I think that the attacking of objects other than military
establishments and inhuman acts such as shooting civilians

would be considered violation of international rules of
warfare,

By the way,doesn't that order leave it up to the individual
commander ﬁo exercise his own discretion in determining what
constitutes a violation?

I think so, I think it leaves it up to the area commander.

In the case of the Doolittle flyers to assure that that would
not be abused, wasn't it required that the courti,martiul
proceedings be reviewed by you yourself?

If I considered that it was a violation of the rules, I would
object,

As a matter of fact, you did review the courts-martial pro~
ceedings on the Dooiittlo flyors, didn't you?

1 have seen the sentences roportod to me concerning tho
Doolittle flyers,

\

Yes, but did you see the courts-martial records before kho
sentence was carried out?

-
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A. I have not seen the records of the courts-martial before the
sentence.

Q. Did you see it before the sentence was carried out is what I
am getting at?

A. I saw a report of the sentence before they were sentenced
to death,

Q. Before they were actually executed?

A. Yes, before they were killed,

Q. From that, how did you know whether or not they were guilty
of violat international law? How would you know whether
or not they were in faet guilty of violating international
law without seeing the resord?

Ae I want to make a correction, I saw those reports of the
sentences after the actual execution and on this report,
sentence report, it gave the violations of these laws,

Qe And 1is there anyone in the War Ministry who would have been
consulted prior to the carrying out of that execution?

A, The War Minister, Vice War Minister, Chief of Bureau of
Military Affairs knew about the execution of these flyers
prior to their actual execution. I also saw the telegram
concerning this execution. This telegram was sent to the
War Ministry.

Q. From Shanghai?

A, From 3hanghai,

Qs Do you have a copy of the records that you reviewed at that
time in relation to these courts martial?

A. I have no records now,
Qs They were some of those that were destroyed?
Ae Yes, they were destroyed.

Q¢ Do you know the present whereabouts of General NAKASHIMA,
divisionel commander at Nanking in 19372

A. General NAKASHINA died several years ago. He was the divisional

commander of the 16th Division and he died after being on the
reserve list,

Qe Do you recall any order issued in 1945 changing the policy
in treatment of aerial prisoners of war?

8w
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Can you give me a sertain month or date?

There are two dates I have im mind, One either May or June
of 1945 and the other in September,

I do not know of such orders.
Who was head of the Kempei Tal in September 1945%
I am not sure, but I think it may be Lieutenant-General OKIDO.

Do you recall an order=~ingtructions or orders issued by
that general in September 1945 in which he ealled for a
report on all atrocities perpetrated on prisoners of war?

wWas this order issued to the people in general?

I don't know, I don't know whether it ineluded more than
the Kempei Tal or not, but I think it d4id,

I do not know, but an order may have been 1ssued.

By the way, in September 1945, were you in your present
position? :

Yes, I was in reserve,

Did you issue any order calling for reports from representa-
tives of Judicial Branches serving with area commanders in
Japan proper in September or thereabouts? Did you issue an
order to those representatives of the Judiciary Bureau
dealing with prisoners of war?

During September, I was on the reserve list so I would not
know definitely, but after I assumed my present positien, I
have heard that orders were issued to the representatives of
the Judicial Bureau that all personnel that mistreated
prisonsers of war should be punished.

Now, I wonder if you can locate a copy of those instructions
and also the instructions that were issued by Kempeil Tai,
The reason I am asking for the latter is that it will help
you in identification, These instruetions issued by Kempel
were signed by General ISHIDA. However, the general himself
was s0 disgusted with it that he x'd out his signature, No
one ever got wise to that, It was signed ISHIDA with a lot
of x's showing he disavowed 18, I wonder if you can locate,
particularly the order that wgnt out from Kempel Tai?

These two instructions uhould‘bc in the Demobilization Ministry
although I have not seen the Jne issued by Kempei Tai, I am
%uito sure that the one issued by the Judicial Bureau wouldbe
here, v

Qe
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will you try to locate them?
I will try to locate those documents,
As a matter of practice before any courts martisl sentence
was carried out in an area-~take right here in Japan for
example, it required approval and a review by a representative
of the Judieiary Braneh of the staff of that area commander,
isn't that true?

It is the cus om to always review these sentences hefore
their actual execution.

As a matter of practice, didn't the representative of the
Judiciary Braneh recommend to the area commander the sentence
which should be applied?

It is usually recommended by the prosecutor, who is usually
a member of the.Judicial Bureau, a representative of the
Judicial Bureau,

And he bases that and his recommendation for ecourts martial
on the interrogation report of Kempel Tai?

¥ost of these did come from the Kempeil Tail,

Now, can you tell me how many American flyers that were
oap{ured in Japan proper were courts martialed during the
year 19457

I do not remember offhand the number of flyers saptured, but
I do remember that there were thirteen flyers that were
sentenced to court martial,

Sentenced to death?

Sentenced to death.

And executed?

Yes,

Do you remember when and vhere that execution took place?
They were sentenced sbout June or July of last year, and of
the thirteen flyers, eleven were executed in Nagoya and two
were executed in Osaka,

Yhich island 1is that on?

Japan proper, Honshu,

Where would their bodies he buried?

«lQ=
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The flyers that were exacuted in Nagoya may have been buried
in the mountains near Nagoya city, or they may have been
buried in the compounds of the hocsgunrtorl in Nagoya, The
flyers executed in Osaka were buried in the compound of the
military prison in Osaka, Later, all of these bodies were
cremated, were dug up and cremated,

Do you remember when they were dug up and cremated?

I do not recall the date, but the documents concerning the
burial and cremation of these bodies can be found in the
Demobilization Ministry,

I am going to look to you to furnish those.
Do you want the date?

I want any and everything about it. Now, as a matter of
fact, there were many many many more courts martial of
flyers in the year 1945, Those records have presumably
been destroyed. I would like for you to furnish me either
the records or a reconstruetion of the records of the
;32§ts martial of flyers in Japan proper through the year

These were the only flyers that were executed according to

regular courts martial. There may have been many more thet
were executed without any court martial triels, and that I

do not know about.

Isn't it a fact there was an order issued during the Summer
of 1945 directing that they be executed without court martial?

I do not know.

Do you know that the entire courts martial procedure was
relaxed for the purpose of dealing with those flyers? You
must know that, as head of the Judieciary Branch.

I do not know about it sinece I was not in office at that time,

Well, coming back to this document #168l. I will ask you to
locteo that portion about a special courts martial procedure
that was adopted in 1942,

The speclal order issued in this court martial regulation 1is
that the cepital punishment should be issued according to
court martial regulations applied to Jepanese during the
war,

As a matter of fact, you know that the courts martial procedure
during the war was completely relaxed. I have a complete
dospription of the changes that took place presented to me

=1lle
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by Kempei Tai and they claim that they were drafted by the
Judiceial Branch of the War Ministry, Do you remember it?
I don't want to have te go to the document room and drag
them out, but they are there.

Court martial procedure was not relaxed,

I have complete proof of it from Japanese documents and
Japanese witnesses who applied them.

I still think there were no orders issued relaxing court
martial procedure,

Do you recall or have any information or even heard a rumor
w%t? tho?rolation to execution of flyers after the surrender
] apan ;

I do not know of any such incident,
And you know of none in the Tokyo area?

I lived in Okayama when the war ended, so I would not know
about the Tokyo area.

Did you hear of any incidenis where thils order which you
issued, I think, in September 1945 and the order issued by
the head of Kempei was misapplied because it wasn't under-
stood, Three of those interned at Sugamo charge that your
order and that of the head of Kempel were deliberately
phrased so as to mislead and enable executions. Now you
see how important it is to locate those doocuments.

If that is the case, 1t 1s very important, and I will try
to get those documents.

One of them admits he did this very thing because of the way
that order read. He misconstrued it as an order directing
him teo execute tather than prohibiting it, I don't recall
the exact date. T want to see both to make sure,

Are both of those dosuments issued in September of last year?

80 far as Kempel was concerned, yes, It was to earry out
an order from SCAP. I am quite certain that is the date
without going back to the records and locating it, I am
quite certain it was in September when there was an order
issued to report on all atrocities perpetrated on Ameriean
flyers, and various units were asked to report., That order
is olninod 30 ambiguous one officer assumed it to mean to
destroy instead of report on destruction, The true order
itself, a copy of it, should be produced so we can see if
there ls any Justification in that eharge. It may be that
there is no truth in it, that this officer is just trying
to excuse himself, -

—1-
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I will try to find them,

It is important, We hage been told about summary executions
right here in Tokye, Pof your own pretestion I would try to
locate every order I eould find relat to priseners of
war and I would try to find every report and record relating
to the exescution of prisoners of war, You have told us
about thirteen. We already knew of nineteen in another
place. They were actually tried by courts martial, were
ordered executed and wers executed., Some of those thinmgs
we know, It would help you a lot if you would find anything
and everything you ean relating to partiecularly flyers here
in Japan, I think you realize its importamece. We realisze
you weren't in offiee most of this time, fortunately. In
addition to wanting to get the facts, we are just as anxious
to aequit people. We have some at Sugamo whose defense
lies obtaining this information, ' They have told us about
it and nti quite honorable, and we don't want to keep them
there usslessly, There is another thing. I wish you would
would be kind enough to reflect over the various and
sundry staff meetings you attended, or bureau chief meetings,
and I would like to you to write me of the participation o
SATO in those various meetings.

The docuiont submitted to you this morning concerning SATO
that gives the orders. If you wamt those reports in dctaii,
I will get them for you,

The ¢on§ra1 has given us the courts martial reports there,
How late was that?

The courts martial report?
Yes, that covered China,
I beljeve it covered up to 1941.

-] 3=
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Certificate of Interpreter

I 9%
!names Renk (Serial Number)

being sworn on oath, statethat I truly translated the questions
and answers given from tnglish to-Japanese and from Japanese to
snglish respectively, and that the above transeriction of such
questions and answers, consisting of ages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief,

/

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _} dey of JUng 19046,

(Name end Rank)

Dul; Detailed Investizating Officer,
International Frosecution Section, GHJ, SCaP.

Certificaete of Stenogrepher

I, 31)enm AnePsel  , hereby certify thet I acted
as stenogrupher ot the interrogution set out above, and that I
transcribed the foregoing questions and answers, and t hat the
transcription is true and accurdite to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

Certifizute of Interrocutor.
W — ——— ¢ - — s — —r—— 11— - o W e

I, (ve) _Kemmoth No Parkingen, Givilianm .

and

3 : 3
certify that or the __. day of 51946, personally
appeered before me (usyz (Yimiye)
and according to ,Interpreter,

guve the foregoing unswers to the severul questions set £OF
therein.

Tekye, Japan

llcce

1 Jene 1946
Date
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