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THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK
OF TERRORISM RESEARCH

This major new Handbook synthesizes more than two decades of scholarly research, and provides
a comprehensive overview of the field of terrorism studies.

The content of the Handbook is based on the responses to a questionnaire by nearly 100 experts
from more than 20 countries as well as the specific expertise and experience of the volume editor
and the various contributors. Together, they guide the reader through the voluminous literature on
terrorism and propose a new consensus definition of the term, based on an extensive review of
existing conceptualizations. The work also features a large collection of typologies and surveys a
wide range of theories of terrorism. Additional chapters survey terrorist databases and provide a
guide to available resources on terrorism in libraries and on the internet. The Handbook also includes
the most comprehensive world directory of extremist, terrorist and other organizations associated
with guerrilla warfare, political violence, protest, organized crime and cyber-crime.

The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research will be an essential work of reference for students
and researchers of terrorism and political violence, security studies, criminology, political science
and international relations, and of great interest to policy makers and professionals in the field of
counter-terrorism.

Alex P. Schmid is Director of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), an international network
of scholars who seek to enhance human security through collaborative research; he is also Editor of
TRI’s online journal Perspectives on Terrorism. Until 2009, he was Director of the Centre for the
Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the University of St Andrews, UK, where
he held a chair in International Relations and, until 2005, Officer-in-Charge of the Terrorism
Prevention Branch at the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna. Currently he is
Fellow-in-R esidence at the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social
Sciences (NIAS).
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FOREWORD

Professor Alex Schmid produced his first handbooks on terrorism research a quarter of a century
ago. They have stood the test of time. The escalating human and societal costs inflicted by
the expanding use of the tactic of terrorism since then has led to an even greater need for
dispassionate research and objective analysis of the key concepts surrounding terrorism and
counterterrorism.

Like the economy before it, terrorism has gone global, even if it remains predominantly a national
phenomenon. Terrorism is a tactic employed by many different groups in many different parts of
the world in pursuit of many different objectives. Given the heterogeneous nature of the subject,
it is especially important to have some shared understanding of the key assumptions and an
appreciation of the qualities of key data sets on which analysts rely for evidence.

The threat posed by terrorism to the sense of security of democratic citizens encourages politicians
of all hues to search for easy answers, rapid analysis and quick fixes. The detailed, careful, and
dispassionate evaluation of prevailing theories, familiar concepts, popular typologies, and familiar
databases suggests that easy answers are unlikely to lead to lasting solutions to the problem of
terrorism.

This book by Professor Schmid and his colleagues represents a prodigious effort to bring together
the collective wisdom of experts from around the world. Just as Schmid’s earlier handbooks provided
an invaluable resource to students, scholars and policy makers, this new volume should be the starting
point of every serious student of the subject.

In Social Science, as in other realms, knowledge is advanced by building on the work of one’s
predecessors. One of the difficulties of the field of terrorism is that scholars are racing to catch up
with the perpetrators. The impact of the 9/11 attack and the American government’s reaction to
that attack has transformed concepts of international security. They also transformed the field of
terrorism studies and led to an exponential growth in scholarship. Schmid and his colleagues have
done an enormous service by stepping back from the rush for instant analysis and instead served the
profession by providing compilations of available data. A scholar wishing to make a contribution to
the discipline can turn to this handbook for guidance on where the literature stands on a range of
issues from definitions and theories of terrorism, to patterns of escalation and causes of terrorism.
The raw materials for further analysis are also provided in the extensive appendices providing
directories of terrorism groups, communiqués by the leadership of Al-Qaeda and a bibliography of
terrorism.

The work on this Handbook of Terrorism Research took place at the St Andrews’ Centre for the
Study of Terrorism and Political Violence. The CSTPV, located in one of Europe’s oldest



Foreword

universities, is Europe’s oldest centre for the study of political violence. Much work remains to be

done in understanding and preventing further outbreaks of political violence but this handbook will
facilitate the work of those committed to doing so.

Professor Louise Richardson FRSE
Principal and Vice Chancellor, University of St Andrews
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This Handbook of Terrorism Research was largely written between 2006 and 2009 while I was Director
of the Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the School of
International R elations at the University of St Andrews, UK. The volume is a successor volume to
my previous handbooks: Political Terrorism: A Research Guide to Concepts, Theories, Databases and
Literature (Amsterdam: North-Holland, 1984. [585 pp.]) and Political Terrorism: A New Guide to Actors,
Authors, Concepts, Data Bases, Theories, and Literature (revised, expanded and updated edition prepared
under the auspices of the Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, 1988 [700 pp.]). The
latter volume was re-issued unchanged by Transaction Books (New Jersey) in 2005.

Those previous volumes were well received. Walter Laqueur, author of standard works in the
field of Terrorism Studies, called the Research Guide in 1999 ‘the most comprehensive handbook
on terrorism’,! while I.L. Horowitz, in his Foreword to the 1984 and 1988 volumes, characterized
it as one ‘that will stand for many years as quintessential effort to gather the facts, theories and histories
of terrorism as event and ideology’. In 2001, Andrews Silke (University of East London) called the
handbook ‘seminal’ and ‘the most important review of research and researchers into terrorism to
date’.2 The 1984 edition also won the ‘Best Book in Political Science’ award from the Association
of Political Scientists in the Netherlands.

The current volume, while similar in structure to these previous Research Guides, is different
in content, reflecting the evolution of the field of Terrorism Studies. There is, however, the same
focus on analysing and evaluating concepts, typologies, theories, databases and literature as in the
original volumes. The bibliography at the end of this volume includes mainly books issued since
the 1988 edition was published. However, it is smaller — about 4,600 items as compared to nearly
5,900 items in the 1988 edition. This is not due to a smaller output of writings — on the contrary.
However, with the advent of electronic online bibliographies, paper-based bibliographies have to
a large extent become obsolete — except for the unfortunate few who do not yet have online access
to major collections like the one in the US Library of Congress. The 1988 volume described some
1,200 armed groups in more than 200 small-print pages in its “World Directory of Terrorist and
Other Organizations associated with Guerrilla Warfare, Political Violence, and Protest’. The current
volume contains a smaller number of group descriptions in its Glossary. More than 6,400 terrorist
and other non-state groups linked to armed violence and conflict are listed — but not described —
in a catalogue compiled by Albert J. Jongman, who was responsible for the 1984 and 1988 World
Directories. The Handbook also contains several appendices, including a chronology of definitions
of terrorism and one of Al-Qaeda communiqués.

A volume of this size on a topic that is so much in flux is bound to have shortcomings. The
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