i
gy *;r - 'j

iTHE PENGUIN
Eﬁ NGLIS

g

CIONARY

BT D B P B PABIQEEWAR
TR paTehaRe

Wil Poliatons




THE PENGUIN
- ENGLISH
DICTIONARY

COMPILED BY G. N. GARMONSWAY

WITH JACQUELINE SIMPSON

Third Edition

\&/

PENGUIN BOOKS



G. N. Garmonsway

The Penguin English Dictionary

Third Edition, Revised
Modern

Unrivalled as a catalogue of English words as they are now used in print
and speech 3

Lists hundreds of post-war words and senses, including new words of the
last few years

Lists variant meanings in order of present-day frequency

Simple i i
Definitions given in the most direct form possible, showing acquired overtones
and the degree of acceptance of words

New
Written and prepared by 2 team led by 2 distinguished professor of English
language; now thoroughly revised by Jacqueline Simpson

Comprehensive
Entries range from the most colloquial words to the most formal

Reviews of the previous edition
“This is, above all Mse, 2 modern dictionary . . . the editors have pcrformed an
immensely difficult task with tact and skill’ — Eric Partridge in the Guardian

“T'he definitions are admirably simple and direct ... it nowhere abandons

a sound basis of scholarship in order to besmerely popular. Too much
cannot be asked of a work so exhaustively comprehensive, s0 extraordinarily
up-to-date, and withal so cheap’ — The Times Educational Supplement




PENGUIN REFERENCE BOOKS

THE PENGUIN
ENGLISH DICTIONARY

G2oRrGE NORMAN GARMONSWAY, M.A, (Cantab.),
F.S.A., F.R.HISTS., became Professor of English
Language in the University of London, - King's
College, in 1956, and was Professor Emeritus from
1965 until his death in February 1967. He was a
member of several learned societies, including the
Executive Committee of the English Association,
and on two occasions was a visiting professor of
English in American universities; in 19657 he was a
visiting professor in the University of Toronto. In
addition to papers and reviews in learned journals, he
published 4n Early Norse Reader, Zlfric’s Colloquy, a
translation of The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Canute
and his Empire and Beowulf and its Analogues (written
in collaboration with Jacqueline Simpson, who *
completed it after his death).

JACQUELINE S1MPSON, who worked with Professor
Garmonsway on The Penguin English Dictionary both
on the first edition and on the present revised and
enlarged edition, gained her B.A. and M.A. degrees
in the University of London, at Bedford College and
at King’s College. She is a member of the Viking
Society and the Folklore Society, and has published
articles and reviews, rgainly on folklore and Old Ice-
landic literature, in learned journals. Her other pub-
lications are The Northmen Talk, Everyday Life in the
Viking Age, Icelandic Folktales and Legends, Legends
of Icelandic Magicians, The Folklore of Sussex and The
' Folklore of the Welsk Border. - i



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The aim of The Penguin English Dictionary is to capture and record Modern
English and to present a selection of its vocabulary —i.e. the vocabulary in
actual written and spoken use in the mid twentieth century. The emphasis in
the selection of vocabulary has been away from archaisms and obsolete words
towards the contemporary and colloquial, but a certain amount of the older
vocabulary has been included so as to enable the reader to understand the
writings of past centuries that do not demand specialized knowledge of obsolete
forms and phrases.

As regards colloquialisms and slang, the aim has been to be as inclusive as
possible. Such words form so important a part of current spoken English and
of contemporary fiction that they must be represented as fully as possible in
any dictionary that aims at recording the vocabulary of modern English. The
distinction between colloquial and slang is necessarily arbitrary. Words and
phrases which, though ursuitable for formal usage, are nevertheless in
common use among a wide range of speakers and would be acceptable in a
wide variety of social contexts are classified as colloquial; those which would
be incomprehensible or, unacceptable outside specific restricted groups (e.g.
children, soldiers, jazz enthusiasts) are considered to be slang. The abbrevia-
tion (coll) impties that the word is more frequent in informal speech or
writing, and that its use may be considered unsuitable in a serious context;
the marking of a word as (s/) implies that its use is, at present, restricted to
certain age-groups, or social or professional groups, and that it is unlikely to
prove socially acceptable outside these groups. The marking of a word as
(vulg) is a warning that it is considered highly offensive by most’social
‘groups.

Americanisms, too, have been included to an extent unusual in English
dictionaries. Owing to the influence of the cinema, TV, journalism, etc., the
influence of American vocabulary on English is widely diffused, and the
foreign reader (and indeed the English reader too) frequently finds himself
faced with Americanisms without necessarily realizing their origin or under-
standing their meaning. One can no longer attempt to impose nationalistic
divisions on a language whose divergent branches are in such frequent and
intimate contact. The indication (US) m=ans that a word, or a particular
meaning of a word, is not, at present, assimilated into British usage; words
and phrases of American origin that have been assimilated are not so marked,
even if their origin is remembered. &

~ It should of course be remembered that the categories mentioned above
.are not intended to indicate final judgements, but merely to serve as guides to
the feel or flavour that a word has for us today. The language grows from
year to year, almost from month.to month, both as regards new words and
the development of new meanings in old words. The utmost effort has been
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PREFACE

made to do justice to this constant process of development, despite the
realization that perfection in this matter is unobtainable. Information of any
omissions will be gratefully received by the publmhers

The first definition given under a headword is, wherever possible, that of
the most frequent current usage, not that which is oldest or which comet
nearest to the language of origin of loan-words. After this, subsequent mean-
ings are arranged in order of frequency of usage, the most specialized,
obsolescent, or archaic meanings being put last and marked as such. The
chief exceptions to this arrangement are certain terms that have both a
scientific and a popular usage (e.g. inferiority complex), where, in the interests
of accuracy, the scientific definition is sometinies given precedence over the '
loose popular usage. The symbol (~) is used to introduce derivatives of
headwords. An abbreviationin brackets, for exa.mple(chem)or(nms) preceding a
definition, introduces a specialized meaning of a word in the pa.rtxcular branch
of knowledge indicated; for a list of such abbreviations, see pp. xiii—xiv.

Scientific and technical terms associated with obsolete theories have been
reduced in number, but an effort has been made to include a wide range of
those which are current and which occur most frequently without explanation
in newspaper articles or broadcasts. For technical detail and expertise, readers
are advised to consult other dictionaries in Penguin Reference Books as
indicated by an appropnate abbreviation preceded by the symbol (>). *

*

"The edlton are indebted to Mr W. 8. Aitken, M.A.,who devised and applied the
pronunciation nysuem which has been used.

St Catherine’s Day : G.N.G.
-I964 : ! 1S

PREFACE TO HHE THIRD EDlTION

N\
I am grateful to all who offered addmons or emendations for the improve-
ment of this Dictionary, especially Mrs P. Garmonsway, Dr Hugh de
‘Glanville, Professor Stuart E. Mann and F. H. Smith. Further suggestions
will be ghdly received. ,

1978 p, fags ~ ~ 9 Sy



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Although there is no attempt in this dictionary to give exact phonetic equival-
ents, the guide to pronunciation which is given for each word should offer a
quick and ical indication of how it is normally pronounced. For this
reason the usual accents, hyphens, and other diacritic marks, which can be
80 confusing to readers unfamiliar with the devices of phoneticians, have
been avoided. Instead, a system of phonetic spelling is used which consiste
of letters and groups of letters the prom iation of which is already familiar
to the reader. No phonetic signs or symbols are used in this Dictionary other
than the common letters of the alphabet, as can be seen from the table of
_symbols given o’ page xi. In addition, phonetic equivalents are given in the
form of complete and undivided words, so that the pronunciation may be
quickly and easily read off in a natural way,

e.g. jollification [jolifikayshon]
The following notes taken in conjunction with the table on page xi should
provide a sufficient exp ion of the system of phonetic spelling used and
how it works in practice: &
1. After each headword in the dictionary its phonetic equivalent is given
within square brackets, thus:
easel [eezel] n adjustable frame to support a blackboard or a picture.
Phonetic equivalents are also given where necessary for variants, deriva-
tions, and irregular forms of headwords, thus? 2
edifice [edifis] ~ 2 large building ~ edificial [edifishal] adj.
2. Stressed syllables -~ '
In the phonetic equivalent which follows each word the stressed syllable
is printed in italic type, thus:
kerchief [kurcheef] n (hist) square piece of cloth folded and worn a8
head-covering by women; scarf. :
Only one stress is indicated for each word and no attempt is made to
indicate secondary stress. In certain compound and polysyllabic words
the position of the stress is sometimes determined by the position of the
word within the sentence: in such cases only the most common form of
pronunciation is given. ) :
3. Unstressed syllables
Although the pronunciation of unstressed syllables is almost impossible
to represent without highly specialized phonetic symbols, the approxima-
tions given in this Dictionary should provide a useful guide. Many of

X



rxrUNUNCIATION GUIDE

these approximations, such as [-shon] for -tion and [-cher] for -ture, are
used consistently throughout and will quickly become familiar. In
general, unstressed syllables are represented as accurately as the system
will allow, although in some cases the original spelling has been retained
where it is not misleading, rather than introduce a more clumsy phonetic
approximation. The following examples will show the extent to which
phonetic equivalents have been attempted: ‘

nstion [nazyshon) picture [pikcher] envenom [enverom]
envious [envi-us] effulgence [efuljens] gossamer [gosamer]

4. Words containing ‘r' =

The two symbols [R] and [r] used in the pronunciation guide are in-
tended to represent two distinct r-sounds of accepted English speech.
[R] represents the consonantal sound which occurs initially and between
vowels (as in ‘rope’ and ‘curry’), whereas [r] represents the vocalic glide
which may occur finally and between vowel and consonant (as in
‘pure’ and ‘pair’). In some cases the latter symbol merely represents a
modification of the normal vowel. It was considered useful, however, to
represent these quite different r-sounds consistently throughout, and for
this reason a separate section of the table on page xi is devoted to
differentiating vowel syllables with a greater or less degree of r-quality.
It is sufficient to remember that the letter groups used in that sectior: of
the table, such as [air] or [oor], are to be taken as single symbols repre-
senting a distinct English speech sound.

S. Use of hyphens

Hyphens are used to separate vowels\ti:at occur side by side in the
phonetic spellings, when these are not intended to represent a single
sound; and also to indicate when a single consonant represents two
distinct sounds. Both principles are seen in:

jingoism [ jing-go-izm]
They are also used to separate two distinct utterances of the same sound,

., ©g. at the end of one syllable and the beginning of the next; and to
- prevent possible confusion of adjacent consonants with a digraph.

disserve [dis-surv]  pothook [ pot-hook]



PENGUIN
SYMBOL
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PENGUIN
SYMBOL
a

a {unstressed]
aa

ay

aw

e

ee

ew

i

FENGUIN
SB8YMBOL

aar
air
eer
er
ar
ir

PRONUNCIATION TABLE

CONSONANTS

USUAL ° © PENGUIN USUAL
PHONETIC EXAMPLE SYMBOL PHONETIC
bl bit R [r]
[t chin r 1]
[d] dog
[f1 fat s (s]
[g] got sh i
[h] hit t [t]
[d3] jet th ) [01
[k] kill S| ™ [81
m lot v L2
[m] mud w Twl
[n] not ; wh [hw]
[0] song y [il

- [ok] lank z [z]
[p] pin zh [3]

VOWELS
USUAL . PENGUIN USUAL
PHONETIC EXAMPLE SYMBOL PHONETIC
[] cat : . [ai]
[2] sofa ) [2]
[a:] spa (o) [ou]
[ei] day ol [oi]
[2:h , law 00 [u:]
[€] get 00 [u]
[i:] feet ow [au]
[ju:] few u [a]
[i] _sit
WORDS CONTAINING T’

USUAL PENGUIN USUAL
PHONETIC EXAMPLE SYMBOL PHONETIC
[a:1] hard oor {u?t]
[e?1] pair awr [2:1]
[i21] beer ewr [ju®a]
fo1] enter owr [au?1]
[a1] artistic ur foa]
[ai?1] fire

EXAMPLE

rot
fear
pure
sit
she
top
thin
this
vat
wit
whet
yet
zeal
vision

EXAMPLA
dic

got

tone

oil.

food
Jook
cow
cup

EXAMPLE

tour, poor
lord, lore
pure
power
bird, urge



astrol
astron
attrib
Aust

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

abbreviation -
acoustics
adjective
adverb
seronautics
agriculture
anatomical
anthropology
antiquity
archaic
archaeology
architecture
article

in the arts
astrology
astronomy
attributive
Australian
suxiliary

biblical
biochemistry
biology
botany
building

capital letter
carpentry
ceramics
chemistry
cinema
classical
colloquial’
collective
commerce
corparative
concrete
co@nction
contemptucus
contraction
corruption of
Danish
dative
definite
demonstrative
dialect
diminutive

3 §rtit

ent

esp
euph
exc
exclam

freq
Sut

Gael
gen

gener
geog
geol
geom
ger
Germ
Gk

gramm
Heb

hist

ie

imp
impers
incl

indef
infin
inter
interj

ecclesiastical
economics
for example
electricity
emphasis,
emphatic
engineering
entomology
especially
euphemistic
except
exclamation
expletive

facetious(ly)
feminine
figurative(ly)
from

French
frequently
future

Gaelic
genitive
génealogy

_generally

eography
geology
geometry
gerund
German
Greek
grammar

Hebrew

heraldry

history, historical
horticulture

intransitive
that is
imperative
impersonal
including
indicative
indefinite
infinitive

! interregative

interjection

Ir
iron
Ital

Jap
Jjoc
Lat
lang
leg
it
hiturg

log

magn
masc
math
mech
med
mat
metal
me.eor
mil

mot
s
mvih

§=2°

i
naut
neg

Irish
ironical
Italian

Japanese
jocular(ly)

« Latin

language
legal
literary
liturgical
logic

magnetism
masculine
mathematics
mechanics
medical
metaphysics
metallurgy
meteorology
military
mineralogy
motoring -
music
mythology

noun

North

nstural history
nautical
negative
neuter
nominative
Norwegian
New Testament
numeral
numismatics

obsolete:
occasionally
oppotite

optics
originally
ornithology
Old Testament

past tense
(preterite)



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

part participle presipart present participle  surp surgery
pass passive prinmt printing® Swed . Swedish
path pathoiogy. prom pronoun ~ ¢ Hanaitive
Pey pejorative pros prosody tol telegraphy
perk Py #oyeh  “peychology ieat  of the theatre
:j:l.z“ p:lk’hgi vad radio theol theology
Py plibne vl reflesive e Uity
' P vel relative & trade name end/or
phot photography . i
rhet rhetoric(al) -
Dhr phrase 3 mark
proit S ihcs RC Roman Catholic v television
physiol  physiology Rom. .00 5 typography
" Rus Russian
# plural Us United States
poer poetic(al) S South - usually
pol politics sci science
-polfec  political economy Scots Scots, Scottish L] verb
pop popular(ly) but seulp sculpture v/awx auxiliary verb
inaccurate(ly) sing singular oft verb intransitive
Port Portuguese s slang ojt verb trensitive
pos positive Sp Spanish et veterinary
poss possessive st statistics oulg vulgar
plpart  past participle subj subjunctive ~ With
pref prefix suff suffix Wel Welsh
prep preposition superi superlative X
pres present e surveying o0l zoology
*,

Ref to otk r P Dictionaries are made by the use of the following abbreviations

PDAA  Art and Artists PDNH Natural History

PDB Biology PDP Psychology

PDBI Building PDPol  Politics

PDE Civil Engineoring PDSs Sailing

PDE! Elsctronics PDS Science

PDG  Goography PEnc  Bneyclopedia

PDM  Music

This dictionary includes some words that are or are asserted 4o be trade-names and/or registered e
trade-marks; they are indicated by the abbreviation (tr). In commercial usage such a word is
capitalized, but in other writings the capital is often dropped once the word has been
accepted into current English. Further, the trade-name, or trade-mark, proprietor may apply
the capitglized word to different items made by him, and/or may disapprove of the word being
spplied to sjmilar items made by others. Neither the use of the abbreviation (#r) nor the
inclusion of; omission of a pi 'ilwb.hhnumakingorimplyinem'jjudgement on the
legal status of the word in question.




A

8 (1) [ay] the first letter of the English aiphsbet ;
(m)th:sinhnoteinthedhwnicwdeofc
major; A I (US, A no. 1) first-cless, in perfect

condition. g
a(2),an (e an] indef avt one; also used 20 expriess

ratio,

@~ (1) pref engaged in doing.
&(z)prqfin,on.from,m,withnnm.
aardvark [eard-veark] 7 South African burrow=

ing quadruped.
aardwolf [aard-woolf] n South African carnivor=
m-qmdmpedd:intotlwhymmddm
Aaron’s rod [sirronz-rod) 7 various plants with
ullﬂuw:rinenm.eapGo!denRod. b
ab- pref off, from, away, away from.

lh-(:)pnfmnchodtonmnnofpnedulehctf_iml
umits to indi : 1y A7)

abbreviate [abReevi-ayt] vft shorten ~ sbbrevia-

tor n.
sbbreviation [abreevi-gyshon] # shortening; &
shortened form of a word or words ; s contraction.
ab c[cy-beo-w]uth:dph:bet;achildm'sbook
with pi of the slphabet; rudi of a
subject; a railway time-table with stations in
alphabetical order.
abdicate [abdikayt] v/t and ¢ give up, renounce
(office, dignity etc); resign sovereign power.
: [abdikayshon] n act of sbdicating.
abdomen [abdomen/abdOmen] » belly, cavity of
the body between the diaphragm and the pelvis

> PDB.
mhll[lbdomiml]aq‘ifmqorhthntb&-

men,
duct [sbdukt] v/t take away iliegally, kicdnap.
i ] » act of sbducti

(abduksh ; (log) s

syllogism with the minor premise merely probable.
abductor (abdukter] n one who sbducts ; (anat} 8
moves one part of the body away

unit > PDS.

aback [abak] ado backward; in the rear; (of sail)
flattened against the mast by = head-wind >
PDSa; taken a.(fig) ised : d.

abaft [sbaaft] adv (naut) st or nesr the stern ~/

abaft prep behind.

m[meld]vlcuﬂrﬁfmh;ghup
et

from snother.
abeam (abeem) ady (maut) at right angles to the
fore-and-aft line at the centre point of a vessel,
abed [abed] adv in bed, confined to bed.
abele [abeel/aybel] n.white popler tree,
Aberdeén [aberdeen] n variety of Scotch terrier,
] n a devistion; a morsllapse

dering from right path

depart from; i if ( to one’s P ) b nce [ab

~ o fresdom from i ~ aberrancy n.
abm@iﬂod[dmdond]aﬁta_uhm;gimupw B t [ab ] adj
evil influences; immoral, profligate.

[nl'nndmv!]'n underwriter who ac-
upﬂtheudvmofamaukedveud.
abandonment [sbandonment] n act of abandon~

ing.
abase [abays] v/t degrade, humiliate.
abasement {sbaysment] n state of being abased;

(bbl)witi:ch.mxeritﬂmxminmmrdmwiﬁ;

type; & e

aberration (aberayshon] n deviation from the
mrmd;mrdornmnldinorder: (astron) vatia-
don!nthe:ypnm:tposiﬁonof:aurorlwuvedy
body, dustothomodonofzheoburm with the
Earth; (opt)fxﬂ\ueofpcuﬂelnynuflightm
e_onvergeco n'uingle point focus when passing

gh an optical system >PDP, PDS ~ aber-

humiliation.
abash [gbash] v/t cause to feel shy, di
abate [sbayt] v/t and 7 lessen, reduce; grow less,
become null and void; (leg) bring to an

rational adj c. )
abet """’,;{EE““‘ plt and p/part abetted)

wealen,
end ~ sbatlable adj c?nble of being abated.
ey T S 2

{abet] v/t incite (esp to wrong-doing);
inktigate (a crimie) ~ abetment 7.

Xicg) annulling, destruction; (her) & mark of dis-
honour in a coat of arms.

abattolr [abatwear] n (F7) slaughter-house.

lbb[ab]ny:mforthewooforweftin:web.

abba [aba] n father; title of a bishop in the Syriac
and Coptic churches.

abbacy [abesi] n office, dignity. jurisdiction or
tenure of an abbot.

abettor, abetter [abeter] # one who sbets (an-
gther'a crixrnel).

Y [ n y inactivity, sus-
P@Oion;inﬂ-(lq)wi:bmnsd.knamA—M
ant ady dormaot.

abhor (pres/part abborring, pft shhorred)
[abharor] vluhrinkfmmwkhdimm.!olth&
bhorrence [sbhorens] n act of bh 3 loath-

abbatial [abayshal] edj to an sbb ing, disgust.
abbot, or abbess. [abk ] adi rep _ hatefuls
ubbé[abay]nﬁtlegimwll’nmhpriut. feelinznhhoneoce(nf)~nmﬂy~dn.

& e of s % {abldens] n 5 A i

bb [abes] n up
-bbey[aﬁ]Aurdigialhmnofdzhumor

abbess; buil: 3
chwchfomwrlypnﬂofmubhy;dwdﬁubmne
converted from abbey i
nhbot[abot]nmle:m!eﬂﬂorhudofmnbbcy
o i bip 7 abbscy

by conformity to. ,
abide (p/z and p/part abode, abided) Labrd] vji
and ¢ remain, stay, dwell; a. by hold to,
faithful to; swait; end:::e. stand up to; I cannot
abigail (abigayl] n (obs coll) lady’s maid.



ability-abridge

ability (abiliti] n $bWer, capacity, proficiency.

ablogenesis Iqu-omnl n supposed production
of living organisms from lifelese matter, spon-
taneous generation > PDB.

ebiotic [abl-orik] adj without life or living organ-
isms; inimical to life.

abject [abjekt] adj cast down, despairing; servile,
despicable ~ abject n outcm person of lowest
condition ~ abjectly adv.

sbjection [ab)d-hon] n dqndnuon.

abjuration [abj hon] sct of abj

nMure [lbymr] v/t renounce on oath; recant an
opinion; repudiate (a claim) on oath~ a. the
reaim swear to leave the country for ever.

ablation [ablayshon] # removal, esp of part of the
bedy through surgery; (geol) wearing away of
rock by natural forces, of a glacier by melting.

ablative [ablativ] adj (Lat gramm) case used to
express instrument, source, or cause; a. absolute
construction of noun or pronoun and participle
nct dependent on sny other word.

lhlsut {ablowt] n (phil} variation of vowel

in rel to ing, in forms of the

same root ; vowel-gradation.

abla; ¢ [nblcv:] adv on fire; (fig) aglow with
dazzling brilliance; strongly exc:ted.

able [ayb’l] adi be.m.m a position to do something;
competent, clever,

able-bodied [ayb'l-bodid] adj physically fit, ro=
bust; a. seaman one capable of all duties of
seamunship and with special rating.

ablution [ablOOshon] 7 freg pl) washing, cleans-

ing (esp of person).
lhly [avbli] adv cleverly, competently,
abnegate [abmgnyﬂ oft deny onuelf renounce;

abjure ~ ab; [at ] m.
abnormal [ab I] adj departing from the
type or dard | liar > PDP ~
abnormally adv.

b ality (ab liti] n deviati from

standard, ureguhnty, thing or person devisting
from a standard.

abaormity [nbnawmh] n abnormality.

abo [abO] n and adj (Aust coll) aboriginal.

nboard[.bmd]admmooronnshlp,aua.l-
warning of imminent departure; close a., hard
a. alongside; fall a. collide with the side of a ship
~ aboard prep into or on (a ship).

abode (1) [abOd] n dwelling-place, residence.

abode (2) p/t of abide.

aboil (aboil] adv and adi boiling; (fig) bursting
with passion.

abolish (abolish) v/t do away with, bring to an end
~ abolishment [abolishment] n.

abolition [abolishon] » act of bri to an end,
esp of a rule or law.

abolitionism (abolishonizm] n effort to secure
abolition of unjust laws or customs, esp capital

punishment or slavery ~ abolitionist n and adj.

A-bomb [ay-bom] n stomic bomb.

abominable [abominab’l] adj hateful, detestable
~ abominableness n ~ abomiaably adv.

-bomlnate [lbommyt] ull louthe detest.

in. g country before later colonists arrived ~
aboriginal n aborigine.

aborigine [aboRijinée] n original inhabitant of &
country; indigenous animal or plant.

abort [abawrt] v/f and ¢ miscarry; cause a mis-
carriage to; (biol) undergo arrested development;
(ﬁ() come to nothmg fail; cancel prematurely

of accid
abortion [lbam-hon] n deliberate termination of
pregnancy, -ctofcm-mgnfnemsm .iseorof
ing an

carriage, upofunle (md) dehvery offoem'h-
than twenty-eight weeks old; (biol) arrest of
development ; (fig) failure of a project to develop;
(ar) dwarf or misshapen person.

abortionist [abeurshonist] n person who de-
liberately terminates a pregnancy.

abortive [sbawrtiv] adj (of plans) fruitless, coming
to nothing ~ abortive n medicine to produce
abortion ~ abortively adv ~ abortiveness n.

aboulia, abulia (abOOli-a]) n (path) inability to
make or to act on decisions.

abound (abownd] v/i be plentiful ; 2. in have plenty
of ~ adj.

lbout[nbom]advonuundu in every direc.
tion; approximately; hither and thither, to and
fro, up and down; in the opposite direction;
(maut) on the opposite tack; to the right a. right
round to the opposite direction; much a. more
or less; :urn-ndmrn-.ultem-tely,-.ndo
on the point of doing; is he a.? is he close at
band?; out and a. recovered after illnees ; up and
& out of bed and stirring ~ about prep sur-
rounding, all round; in the vicinity of; in attend-
ance on; concerning, with reference to; not far
from; all round, all over.

about-face [sbowt-fays] n compiete reversal of

above [abuv] ndvoverhe-d. higher up; higher on
printed page} earlier in book; higher in rank; in
heaven; over end a. in -ddlnon ~ above prep
on the top of, vertically over; higher up; in
addition to; a. onml! _conceitsd; elated ~

above adj p g, P ; the a. (words)

thuutementjmnmde.

aboveboard (abuvbawrd] adv and adf without
tair, b bl

b dabra [ebRakadabRa] 7 a spell, charm or

mngxcwnrd mmem'.auon -gibberish.
for rubbing or

grinding down surfm.
abrade [abrayd] v/t wear down by rubbing; rub
away from.
hiate (bRanki-if] adj (0ol) without gills.

abrasion [abrayzhon] n act of wearing or rubbing
away; gnnd poruon of -lnn.

J ~
T ppa k'

ion; harsh,
used for

e St ox
abract [abnee-akt] v/t (psych) rehu. by abresc-

abmcuo- [sbRi-gkshon] n (psych) release of e
m-prenedunotlon by reliving in imagination the

'™

e

P -

d ble thing; d \g practice.
abor!ginal [aborijinul] ady belon.mq to a country
from the most primitive time known; dwelling

abreast (abrest] adv side by side, on a level with;
a. of (with) keeping up with, up to date,
abridge [abrif] v/t shorten, epitomize ; lessen,
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abridg(e)ment-abuse

1o jab

] n act of abridging;
bridged précis.
.hmch[lbnodl)udonnda&(dacuk)ptveed
80 as to let out the liquor; (of ideas etc) circulating
freely, afoot.

abroad [abRawd] adv in or into foreign lands; over
a wide space; widely; out in the open air; notin
one’s own house; wide of the truth.
M[dm}vtupul annul ~ abroga-
Ilion[l!:lpgmh:;]n.

beolve [ab "olt‘ lare free from guilt,
obhzluon, vow or mth give absolution to.

b [ab b 11 up, incorporste;
dnnkm-uknwbychummlmun engross the

attention of.

nb-oﬂnblo [absawrbab’l] adj capable of being
absorbed ~ mbsorbability [absawrbabiliti] n.
absorbent [absawrbent] n and adj (substance)
which absorbs fluids.

nhorblnl [:bmwrbuu] ¢¢ swallowing, dnnlnna
in; (fig) eog adu.he

~ 8

€ : hasty,

brusque; disconnected ; steep; (geol) ing out
suddenly; (bot) not tapering.

-hmpdnn abrupshon] n breaking awsy of part of

.htupdy [abRuptli] adv in an abrupt way.
abruptness (abRuptnis] n quality of being abrupt.
abecess (abses] n a collection of pus formed
within or upon the body.

ah-dnd [-bnnd] v/t cut off.

! bsci ) [absisa] n b iline of
reference in fixing the position of a point >
PDP PDS.

abscission [absizhon] n cutting oﬁ.

absorption [nbunnp-hon] n taking in, incorpors-
tion; engrossment (of the mind); sucking up (of
ﬂl.udl ctc) > PDS (phys. md) loss of power.

] v/i (coll) decamp,

-bctain [nbuayn) v/i refrain (from).
Mnﬂ[tbm]nmwhodounotnka
mtoncmtl.

(ab i-us] adf ing in_ food,
drink or p , not self-i
Menﬂon {lb:mhon] n act of refnmmg, esp

abscond [sbskond] v/i go away hurriedly into

concealment, gener to evade the law.

and drink; total a.
~ :blﬂnency [abmne:‘:l] n

absence [absens] n state of being away; d = %
of this state; lnck,non-eﬂneme'..ofmlndm- ; o Sy 10 bhdly
uhent [abcent] 041 not Monnm-mnded- b betRalk ne d with matter
olrefl or mntenal objects; ndul theoretical; (arts) not

my away, not be pmem. represer any ial ?byeet > PDAA;
absentee [absentee] n one who is not present; one D it i s g iy h the a

who is continuclly absent from duty; landlord
wbodoe- mthveonhumte.

izm] n state of being an
absentee; babitual ummuﬁcd absence from

pecial
n part containing in itself the pnpeme of du
whole,
sculpture ~ abstract [lb:m!akt] v/t take nwuy
withdraw ; make a summary of ; (coll) stesl.

WO i Gt ' mmm [sbscRaktid] ad; draven off, separated;
. ey i dly adv ~ abstrac-
by ' 220 Aol dn
mindedly adv ~ abs A .!m.ncﬂon (sbstrakshon] m taking wway. ro-
[ ] n wor - P ing; act of idering a thing inde-
dnnuedﬁmmwmemuedmth P s . of its attributes; a state of mental
, absoloot] adj cor lete PG'- 1 ; 8 fig of the mind ; abeent-minded-
ﬁm:t, wlth ed a s ness > PDP s (arts) a design which is non-repre-
T d by comp with Olhﬂ' sentational in purpose.
things unmndluoml oelf-exmenr. a. zero  abstractive [-bsmaknv] adj having the power of
ible, equal abstraction; epi

lowat
to —273'16° C )PDS~ab‘oluuntlntvlnch
exists in itself, without necessary relation to any
otherbsmzsPDP decree a. final stage in the
gnnnncofdnvoroe.

{ab filabsolootli] adv perfectly,

without reservation.
absoluteness [absolewtnes/absolootnes] n state or
quality of being absolute. -
sbsolution [ab.olauhonlnb.olOOlhon] n forgivo-
Dess of sins d

tomizing.

abstruse [abnmoo:] adj hidden; deep, hard to
understand,  recondite ~ mtﬂuely ady ~
abstruseness n.

absurd [absurd] adj unreasonabie, ridiculous; ob-
viously false ; meaningless ~ absurd n that wlnch
is irrational, esp as a subject for drama.

absurdity [absurditi] n folly; example of folly,
foolish statement.

absurdly (absurdli] adv in an sbsurd way.

abulia see aboulia.

i dn'- abundance [abundens] n plentifuiness, saper-
-holuthm“[:‘hohwuﬂnlaholoom) n (pod) ﬂmty,w-akh (plm)mmmohp-madn
the p > PDS.

3 . (theol) the doctrine of predesti = {. n ofi plentiful 5
b [abso) labsolootist] n one who walthy(m)~sbnndlldy

fi bsolute @ ; (philos) one who nhmlnbawz)vltmnhnwmngueoi maltreat;
beli in the absol idi of subject and nhunfm'ldvlmpof.miln~lbnle lbm]
object ~ absolutist adi p ising or fi ing n misuse ; evil custom, corrupt practice; reviling,

vituperation.



abusive-accipitrine 3
al [abewsiv] ady grossly insulting; mis-
plied ~ abusively ady ~ abusiveness 7,

thythm ~ accent [aksens] v/z stress, emphasize;
mark, make outstanding.

1 [ak 1] adj of or by accent,

abut (pres/part abutting, o/t and p/part abutted)
fabut] v/t (of land) border (on); a. on (of building)
stand with its end against,

abutment [abutment| n junction, meeting end to
end; (archi) masonry built up to resist the pres-
sure of an ar

abutter [abuter] n that which abuts; (leg) owner
of adjoining perty.

abysm [abizm] n (poet) abyss.
by [abizmal] adj i ably deep, un-
fathomable; (coll) very bad ~ abysmally adv,

abyss [abis] n very deep place; chasm; infernal
regions; primeval chaos ; subterranean waters.

accentuvate {aksentewayt] v/t pronounce with em-
phasis; mark with written accent; give promine
ence to, heighten ~ accentuation n,

accept [aksept] v/t and ¢ take willingly, consent to
take, receive with favour; undertake (office); be-
lieve, admit, consent to, concede; (leg) take res-
ponsibility for; (comm) agree to pay.

acceptability [akseptabiliti] n quality of being
acceptable.

acceptable [akeeptab’l] adj worthy of acceptance,

bl ! ~ b ady ~ ace

ceptable;xessn.
[al ] n approval, favourable

abyssal [abisal] adj unfathomable; bel g to
the lowest depths of the oceans > PDG.,
acacia [¢:aysha] n genus of trees or shrubs of
Mimosa tribe.
d. fakads : n {W‘) A,
academic [akademik] adj of or like an academy,
learned society or university; purely theoretical,
unpractical; scholarly; (of art) not experimental,
ional ~ demic n of the
teaching or research staff of a university; scholar
~ academically adv,

faksdendlale]

] n (pl) college or
university robes,

Tabadamisk %

f an

] n

academic society, esp the Royal Acadermny.
academy [akademi] n learned society or institu-

tion devoted to the study of arts and sciences;

teaching institution ranking between a school and

university; Royal A. a British association of

artists of established merit, asu conservative and

non-exverimental > PDAA.

lcaimx[arhzhoo]nmblew.
1 kaleef/akalef] n jellvhisk
acanth, hus [akanth, ak, 1, 7 genus of

herbaceous plants with prickly leaves;
formalized pattern based on acanthus leaves.
acardiac [skaardi-ak] adj (physiol) without a heart.
acarpous [akaarpus] adj (bot) not producing fruit,
acaudate [akawdayt] adj tailless.
accede [akseed] v/f agree, nssent; a, to assent to;
enter upon; join,
accelerate [akseleRayt] v/t and ¢ increase the
speed of; cause to happen earlier; go faster ~
1 of speed;

e Tamd o i
I }n

rate of increase of speed per unit of time > PDS,

recepti to pay.

] # approval; recog-

3 (comm) agr
Fal

nized mearung.

accepter [aksepter] # one who accepts what is
offered; a. of persons one who shows partiality
on personal grounds.

acceptor [akseptawr] n (comm) one who accepts a
bill of exchange, promising to pay it when due;
(phys) imperfection or impurity in 2 semi-
conductor which causes conduction by holes >
PDEL

access [akses] n h, means of h;
right of entrance (to); sudden attack (of illness or
Ppassion) ; easy of a. approachable, .

v [ak i] 7 and adj (; ) assisting a
criminal but not taking part in the crime itself;
accessory.

accessibility [aksesibiliti] n state or quality of
being accessible.
ib’l] adi

Fal.
reach; attainable; a. to open to
amenable to.

ion [gkseshon] n h; act of attaining
to (office, dignity, condition); addition, acquisi
tion; assent, backing; (leg) increase in value,
accessional [akseshonal] adj additional,
ial [ak i-al] adj auxiliary, supple~
mentary.

accessory [akseseRi] adj contributory, helpful
though eubordinate; helpful to the main effect,
person or plan; accessary ~ accessory # that
which belps a main effect etc; subordinate but
useful person or thing; (leg) accessary; (pl) minor
items of clothing, equipment etc,

accidence [aksidens] n that part of grammar
which duhwiththeinﬂen’omofwords;ﬂt;n

hahl

, eagy tC
“he influence of,

accelerative [akselerativ] adj tending to increase steps in any subject. G
speed. , ident [ghsident] n
accelerm[nknhnaym]ud;mwhichincmsu seen event; mishap; di ; (log) serty of &
speed; contrivance or increasing the speed of a  substance which is not part of its essential natuse,
motor engine; (chem) cataly ; (bhys) machine for id [aksidental] adj occurring by chance,
producing a stream of very high energy sub- unexpected, casual; incidental; (log) ining
atomic perticles > PDS. m(lw .edd.;:,tm essential ~
nwelammmr'h’ 1ni for n (mus) sharp or prefixed to a particular note
di minin the leration of an aircrafi > PDM ~ accidentally ady, ;
accent [aksent] 7 quality of voice of one bel g ident prone [aksident-prOn] adi liable to
£o a certain pation, locality or class; ch i suffer accidents b of ab d carelessness,
mumeroh)aech;mﬁmuliwnmm-yu- nxiety etc ~ accident-pr n
able of a word, ej by stress ‘or by ical ipiter [aksipi ]ubixdofpmy;(m)blndue
pitch; mark placed over a vowel to denote this; over the nose resembling hawlk’s claw.
mlrkmedmulwwthequditycfavoﬁdnound, auclflplcrlne [aksipitrin] adi rspacious, hawk-
e. o

diacritic; (mus, pros) recurrent stress which marks

4



acclaim [lldaym] oft greet wlth npphuae, oro=-

acclaim-accusatory
with, make an end of ~ account n reckoning;

claim with n
shout of appmvl.l ; d
hon] » 1 shout of
approval ~ ncclamnnory [nklamatom] adj.
acclimate [kl vlt and § ize,

3. T Y

] n process of

aceli

15 Iy

acclimatize [aklrmetiz] v/t and § habituate, or
become hnbmuzed. to a new climate or to new
surro

acclivity [nklwlu] n upward slope,

accolade [akOlayd[akOlaad] n ceremony of con-
ferring knighthood by laying a sword

of money dnc (pl) reckoning of money
and paid; d of handling
of money in trust; explanation; importance, es-
teem; deseription, narration; of some a, held in

esteem; on a. of because of;; to one’s a. to one’s
ndvmnge last a. the Ju ; current &. 8
running sccount with a bank, to which payments
are made, and from which sums are withdrawn
on demand; on no a. for no reason, not at all;
call to a. demand an explanation from.
accountability [skowntabiliti] » quality of being

shoulder of the recipient; (fig) public app
*and honour ; mark or rewsard indicatiug this.
-ccommodme [akomOdayt] v/t adjust, ldnpt,

bring to agreement; supply (with some requ
xte), supply with board and lodging, receive into
one's house.

accountable.
on the ble [ahownta'l] adj responsible; ex-
1 PRI Bt A e
[ak i] n profession of an
sccountant.
untant [«k ] n one 'who inspects and

audits accounts.
accoutre [akoOser] v/t dress, array, equip.
ak00t 1 n (usu pl) equip=

accommodating [akomOdsyting] adj obligi
mlmtory
tion [akomOdayshon] # adj 5
adaptation; settlement of a difference; house,
rooms etc; board and lodging; loen of money; a.
road rold used only for a lumted purpoee.

ment; (ml) equipment other than arrns and dress.
accredlt [akRedit] v/t invest with credit, authority;
wouch for, sanction; provide with credentiais;

accredited milk milk guaranieed to be of an
approved standard of qua.hty .
[akReet] v/t and i grow together by ldha—

hing at-
tending on or :dded to mothu (mus) aubudmry

ion; adhere; cause to unite (to) ~ aecrete adj

part or parts ofa icn supp formed by accretion; (bot) grown together by
the voice or solo instrument. adhe- lon.

yist[ak ist, akum. B [akRreesh 11!' in size, esp by
pan‘-ist] n (mu:) one who plays the i arts; anything added in this
ment, way; (l.) increase oi a legacy through the death

accompany [akumpani] v/t and £ go along with,
travel with; (mus) play the subsidiary part of a
musical composition for a singer or golo player.
accomplice [akomplis] n partner in evil-doing.
aceomplhh [alumplmh] vlt uomplete. carry out.
[ b'l] adj that can be

[ak ""'atbhtzhlylkilled'

carried out.

of 8 ve ~ accretive adj.

accrue [akr0OO0] vfi comeunormnlproﬁtoxby
natural right, upumtemtoname
acculturate [akul ] v/t cause (p ) to
ndoptammﬁvmnforeisncuhun~
acculturation n.

accumulate [nkmmewhyt] v/t and ¢ heap up;
amass; grow into a mass; increase in bulk or

accumulation [ak layshon] n of
oty 1

evement.
accord [skawrd] vld' and t :.gree. cnnu to a settle-

’
PPy CE 1.

1} mass.
iv] adj arising from

« the add:ﬁnn of many particulars; invested at

itive, given to hoarding,

ment; grant,
ly; of
i

lator [Mmewhyter] 7 one who accumi~

consent; harmony; with one a,
one’s own a. freely, without solicitation.
accordence [akawrdans] n accord, agreement.
accordant [akgwrdant] adj in conformity.
according [akewrding] adv agreeing with; a. as
in so far as, to the extent that: &. to by the

:ih:l ; app ratus for collecting and storing elec

ty.

sccuracy [ckewrisi] n quelity of being accurate,

accurate [ekewRit] adj exact, correct ~ accue
ately adv.

sccount of, on the authority of; agr

‘[nleumd]adylmunder a curse; de~
m-ble;‘doomcdtoperdlmn, fated.

to.
uccotd.lntly'[lkmdinaﬁ] ady thereft

ucnﬂhlu [akewsab’l] adj liable to the charge (of);

neeoot [nhaﬂ vlt open eonvenmon with,
| intent.

'y b rl B3 W e ) iy

5 o 1 » childbirth 6

-ewﬂ[dmsd]nmm

] 7 an
accusation [akewxayshon] = act of asccusing;
crime or offence of which one is accused, charge.
accusative [akewsativ] # and adf (gramm) (caze)
of the direct object of a transitive verb or of cer-
mnprepaiuom~mdvelyab ‘

account [lbwnt] vjt and i give a reck
sstimate; ®. for explain, answer for; (sport) dnl

Ri] adj pertsining to an
acm,mxgunngwmmﬁon



accuse-acquiescence

sccuse (akews] vll charge with wrong-doing, im~
pute guilt to; a. of charge with the fault of.
accustom {akustom] v/t and refl make familiar by
meorh-bn mued(m).

] adf usual,
m[qy:]nfwnofdmnou,dwe,wds eomn-
ing a singie point; (oall)onewhouuuunaly
lkﬂﬁﬂmanpon.apnhmulchterpﬂmormrh-
man; within an a. of within s hair’s breadth of;
service a. (lawn tennis) service which
cannot return; a. point first point on backgam-
monbond~m¢d(mu)amulyupmmd
successful.
mr::ldc[uenmk]ad;(gm) without a centre, not

ncephalous [asefalus] adi without a head; (pros)
wanting the first syllable of the line.
acerbate [aserbayt] v/t embi ~

acid n sour-tasting sub ; (chem) sub

often corrosive which contains hydrogen which
may be replaced by a metal to form a salt >
PDS; (s]) LSD or other hallucinogenic drug; a.
test test of gold by means of acid; (fig) crucial

test.

acid-head [asid- n (sl) one who frequently
takes LSD or other hallucinogens. -

acidic [asidik] adj (chem) having properties of an
acid; acid-forming.

ncidlfy [asidift] v/t make sour, acid; (chem) convert
into an acid,

acidity [asiditi] » sharpness of flavour; acid state

f stomach,

of s 1

acidly [asidli] adv sourly; sarcastically,

acidness [esidnis] # quality of being acid,

addodl [asidOsis] n acid condition of the blood.
1 [asidewlayt] w/t flavour with acid ~

acerbate [asurbayt] adf embittered.
mcerbic {asurbik] a4y bitter, sour.
ncerbuy [asurbiti] n sournesa of taste ; bitterness of

leerlc [mmk] adj pertaining to the maple; a.

acld acid found in the sap of maple.
scescent [asesent] adr turning sour , slightly sour,
{ lum) n ram) cup-shaped

organ.

acetate [asitayt] n 2 salt or an ester of acetic acid;
(pop) cellulose acetate in the form of rayon.

scetic [aseetik/asetik] adj sour, of the nature of
vinegar; a. acid the organic acid contained in
vinegar > PDS,

mdfy [asetift] o/t and ¢ ferment, turn into
vinegar ; become sour,

acetone [asitOn] n colourless inflammable liquid
'used as a solvent > PDS,

acetose [asitOs) adj sour, tasting like vnm
acetous [asitus] adj sour,

lddul‘ted ndy(ji[) ctuanc, testy.
] adj

acid; sour-
tempered.
aclerage [m—enu]npmeeuofphung-meul
with a layer of steel.
acinose [#sin0s] adf isting of acini; b
ling a cluster of berries.

acinus (pl acini) [asinus] n (bot) drupel; fruit
clustered drupels; (anat) blind end

secreting gland.
ack-ack [ak-ak} adj (mil coll) anti -sircraft.
acknowledge [aknolij] v/t recognize, own to be

true; admit the claim of; show gratitude for;
notify the receipt of.
lcknawled((e)mem [eknolijment] n act of

of thanks, app
tion etc; nouﬁmnn of receipt.
aclinic [nldnuk] adj without inclination, not dip-
ping.n.huhnexmmnzthepamwhemﬂn
needle

tion chemical reaction by which wnr or aleohol
is changed into vinegar,
acotylene [asetaleen] n (chem) ethiyne; a colourl

point, highest degr:
acne [akm] 7 skin disease in wh:ch the blonhna
of glands causes small pustules.

poisencus inflammable gas, made by the action
of water on calcium carbide > PDS,

ache [ayk] vfi feel continuous p-m. physical or
mental; feel ov desire (for, to) ~
ache n.

achene [skeen] n dry, one-seeded fruit.
mhlo:;u[ruulluv] v/t attain, gein, carry out by one’s

achievement [lduwmem] n carrying out, ac~
complishment; successful action > PDP; (her)
escutcheon, hatchment.

achromatic [akrOmatik] adj (opt) colourless, not
decomposing white light > PDS; (biol) not ab-
sorbing coiour from a fluid.

* achromatism [akROmatizm] n quality of being

achromatic.

achromatopsy [akROmatopsi] = colour-blindness

PDS
i (ol lae) [asikewla] n (biol) bristl
lpxke (ch;n) :hrp-vumsdu'nu‘l o
] adj p wil lae;
hvmalcnﬁch—hh

odd[md]d;-om-wth-um.un (ﬁc)-wr.
testy, sarcastic; (chem) having prop

acolyte [akolit] n (eccles) one who attends on the

priest during a reli service; d assine

tant.

aconite [akonit] n (bot) genus of poisonous plants;
wolf’s bane; drug extracted from this.

acorn [aykawrn] n fruit of the oak-tree.

acorn-cup [uthm-hxp] n cup-shaped envelope
in which the acorn gro

acotylodan uhnukodon] n (dot) plant with no

-acoustic [;koomk/-lmm:k] adj pertaining to

hearing or audibility; of or by sound-waves;
designed to absorh sounds,
acoustics [akOOstiks/akowstiks) n (pl) science of
sound; qualities of a building enalling sound to
be hurd clearly within it > PDM. -
acquaint [akwaym] v/t inform of ; be ucmnimd
with have ledge of, lmo
[ake ] n state of being ac-
quumd(wnh),pulonwhomonekmmﬂm
make the a. of get to know.
acquainted [akwayntid] adj on friendly terras, but
not intimate; &, with having knowledge of,
i [akwi-es] vfi agree without Hesitation;

acid; u.dropnmmdnmthsuarmdamnc
acid; a. salt an acid in which only a part of the
hydrogen has been replaced by & metal > PDS ~

“accept submissively; give in; a. in agree to, abide
by.
acquiescence [akwi-esens] n willing agreement.



