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Unit One A Brief Account of
~ Tourism Resources
' in Southwest China

Part 1 A General Introduction to Tourism
in Southwest ‘Chiha

Text A Colorful Tourism Resources of Southwest China

Preview: The tourism resources in southwest China, with their strong local and ethnic
characteristics, great varieties, and their unique styles, occupy a prominent
place in the whole country, making the region a famous sightseeing
destination in China and in the world at large. With a civilized history of
over 5,000 years, southwest China is a region where frontier ethnic groups of
all kinds dwelled and proliferated from generation to generation, and a land
with an integration of natural landscapes, historical sites, local and special
products and folk customs of the minority nationalities. The bestowal of
nature and sedimentation of history and culture make the tourism resources in

southwest China quite unique and kaleidoscopic.

Key Words and Terms: tourism resources, ethnic cultures, folk customs, landscape,
historical sites, local and special products, fauna and flora resources,

architecture, folk festival

Southwest China abounds with tourism resources, especially the superb ones of the
country. It is well-known for its colorful tourism resources which feature the unique style,
great varieties and wide geographical distribution. The landscape of southwest China ranges
from the lofty mountains to the enchanting lakes; from the hot springs among glaciers to the
grotesque gorges and caves; from the turbulent rivers to the galloping waterfalls. All these

bestow the immortal charm on this ancient and mysterious land. With a civilized history of
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over 5,000 years, southwest China used to be an arena of active politics, booming economy
and prosperous cultures, a region where frontier
ethnic groups of all kinds dwelled and proliferated
from generation to generation, and a land with an
integration of natural landscapes, historical sites,
local and special products and folk customs of the
minority nationalities. The bestowal of nature

and sedimentation of history and culture make the

2 tourism resources in southwest China quite unique
# 2 h and kaleidoscopic.

Southwest China covers such provinces and autonomous regions as Yunnan, Guizhou,
Guangxi, Sichuan and Tibet, an area of a multi-national population of more than 30 ethnic
groups, whose old and brilliant cultures have made great contributions to the formation and
development of the pluralistic Chinese culture. The fossil remains of Yuanmou Man were
discovered in Yunnan in 1965 and found to be about 1,700,000 years old, the earliest
human fossils ever unearthed so far in China and in Asia, proving that the Yunnan-Guizhou
Plateau is one of the important birthplaces of mankind. The discoveries of the Sanxingdui
ruins in Guanghan and the Jinsha site in Chengdu are regarded as equally significant as the
archaeological discoveries of the pyramids in Egypt, revealing to the world the long-
standing and brilliant Chinese civilization. Southwest China also served as an important
corridor through which the brilliant Chinese culture was spread to alien lands. Long before
Zhang Qian’s mission to the Western Regions during the Han Dynasty, there had already
existed an even earlier silk road in the southwest which started from Chengdu, continued
through Yunnan and arrived in Burma, India and the Central Asia, called the Southern Silk
Road, historically known as the Sichuan-Hindu Road. Presently, it is still in use as an
important route for the Southwest Cultural Tour and Expedition.

The tourism resources in southwest China, being rich and superb in taste as well as in
its great diversity, have an important place in the tourism industry of China. Among them
are some unique and representative ones in the world. A variety of natural wonders have
come into being owing to southwest China’s wide span of latitudes, complicated topography
and versatile climates, such as the Jiuzhaigou Valley, a world natural heritage praised as a
“fairyland on earth”; the Huanglong, renowned as a “jasper lake in the mundane world”,
world famous for its colored ponds, ravines, snow-capped mountains and forests; the
Hailuogou Glaciers Park with the largest ice waterfall in China and Asia (all of them are in
Sichuan); the Himalayan Mountains in Tibet with the world’ s highest peak; the
magnificent Three Gorges along the Yangtze River, starting from Chongqing; the Parallel

Flow Areas of Three Rivers, a world natural heritage; the Dianci and Erhai, the highland



