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Chapter 1 Bible Stories and Greek and Roman
Myths(cxccrpts)

® The Creation of the World

In the beginning of creation, when God made heaven and earth, the earth
was without form and void. with darkness over the face of the abyss. and a
mighty wind that swept over the surface of the waters. God said. “Let there be
light”, and there was light; and God saw that light was good. and he separated
light from darkness. He called the light day. and the darkness night. So
evening came, and morning came, the first day.

God said,“Let there be a vault between the waters. to separate water {rom
water. "’ So God made the vault, and separated the water under the vault from
the water above it, and so it was; and God called the vault heaven. Evening
came, and morning came, a second day.

God said."Let the waters under heaven be gathered into one place, so that
dry land may appear”™; and so it was. God called the dry land earth, and the
gathering of the waters he called seas; and God saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let the earth produce fresh growth. let there be on the earth plants
bearing seed. {ruit-trees bearing fruit each with seed according to its kind. ” So
it was; the earth yielded fresh growth, plants bearing sced and trees bearing
fruit each with seed according to its kind; and God saw that it was good.
Evening came. and morning came. a third day.

God said."Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to separate day from
night, and let them serve as signs both for festivals and for seasons and years.
Let them also shine in the vault of heaven to give light on earth.” So it was;
God made the two great lights, the greater 1o govern the day and the lesser to
govern the night; and with them he made the stars. God put these lights in the
vault of heaven to give light on earth. to govern the day and the night, and to
separate light from darkness: and God saw that it was good. Evening came,
and morning came. a [ourth day.

God said. " Let the waters teem with™ countless living creatures, and let

1
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birds fly above the earth across the vault of heaven.” God then created the
great sea-monsters and all living creatures that move and swam in the waters,
according to their kind. and every kind of bird; and God saw that it was good.
So he blessed them and said. “Be fruitful and increase, fill the waters of the
seas; and let the birds increase on land. ” Evening came. and morning came, a
fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures. according to their
kind: cattle, reptiles, and wild animals, all according to their kind”. So it
was; God made wild animals, cattle, and all reptiles. each according to its
kind; and he saw it was good. Then God said, “lLet us make man in our image
and likeness to rule the fish in the sea, and the birds of heaven. the cattle. all
wild animals on earth, and all reptiles that crawl upon the earth.” So God
created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him: male and
female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase, fill the earth and subdue it, rule over the fish in the sea, the birds of
heaven. and every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God also said. “I
give you all plants that bear seed everywhere on earth, and every tree bearing
fruit which yields seed: they shall be yours for food. All green plants 1 give for
good to the wild animals, to all the birds of heaven. and to all reptiles on
earth, every living creature. ” So it was; and God saw all that he had made,
and it was very good. Evening came, and morning came. a sixth day.

Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their mighty throng. On
the sixth day God completed all the work he had been doing. and on the
seventh day he ceased from all his work. God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy, because on that day he ceased from all the work he had set
himself to do.

This is the story of the making of heaven and earth when they were

created.

Notes
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® The Beginnings of History

When the Lord God made earth and heaven, there was neither shrub nor
plant growing wild upon the earth. because the Lord God had sent no rain on
the earth; nor was there any man to till the ground. A flood used to rise out of
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the earth and water all the surface of the ground. Then the Lord God formed a
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life. Thus the man became a living creature. Then the Lord God planted a
garden in Eden” away to the east, and there he put the man whom he had
formed. The Lord God made trees spring from the ground. all trees pleasant to
look at and good [or food; and in the middle of the garden he set the tree of life
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

There was a river flowing from Eden to water the garden, and when it left
the garden it branched into four streams. The name of the first was Pishon,
that was the river which encircled all the land of Havilah, where the gold was.
The gold of that land was good; bdellium and carnelians were also to be found
there. The name of the second river was Gihon; this was the one which
encircled all the land of Cush. The name of the third was Tigris® ; this was the
river which ran east of Asshur”, The fourth river was the Euphrates®.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it
and care for it. He told the man, “You may eat from every tree in the garden,
but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for on the day that
you eat from it, you will certainly die.” Then the Lord God said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone. 1 will provide a partner for him. ” So God formed
out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of heaven. He brought
them to the man to see what he would call them, and whatever the man called
each living creature. that was its name. Thus the man gave names to all cattle,
to the birds of heaven, and to every wild animal; but for the man himself no
partner had yet been found. And so the Lord God put the man into a trance,
and while he slept, he took one his ribs and closed the flesh over the place.
The Lord God then built up the rib, which he had taken out of the man, into a
woman. He brought her to the man, and the man said: “Now this, at last—
bone from my bones. flesh from my flesh! This shall be called woman, for
from man was this taken. ” That is why a man leaves his father and mother and
is united to his wife, and the two become one flesh. Now they were both
naked, the man and his wife. but they had no feeling of shame towards one
another,

Notes

@ Eden [ 22§, ‘KiE

@ Tigris JEEAK BLWTR L O F AR W, 2 - B H AR5, 8 R 5 8 R B
WA 1 BT B AT T o AT



RIBIBS WL RIREBRHZE

@ Asshur FJ&EF /8 A dr (G R A 22 FF 0 5 00 FLES A, & Assyria Wi Gl 4G P IE
JEC A% B 0T Ve 3 3 1 R 58D F ) ) AR
@ Euphrates %)) & H7 i ]

® Man’s First Sin

The serpent was more cralty than any wild creature that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Is it true that God has forbidden you to eat
from any tree in the garden?” The woman answered the serpent, “We may eat
the fruit of any tree in the garden. except for the tree in the middle of the
garden; God has forbidden us either to eat or to touch the fruit of that; if we
do, we shall die.” The serpent said, “Of course you will not die. God knows
that as soon as vou eat it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods
knowing both good and evil. ” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree
was good to eat, and that it was pleasing to the eye and tempting to
contemplate. she took some and ate it. She also gave her husband some and he
ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they discovered that
they were naked; so they stitched fig-leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

The man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze and hid from the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” He replied. “I heard the sound as vou were walking in the
garden, and 1 was afraid because 1 was naked and I hid mysell.” God
answered, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
which 1 forbade you?” The man said, “The woman you gave me for a
companion, she gave me fruit from the tree and I ate it. ” Then the Lord God
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said. “The
serpent tricked me. and I ate. ™

Then the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this you
are accursed more than all cattle and all wild creatures. On your belly you shall
crawl and dust. you shall eat all the days of your life. T will put enmity
between you and the woman, between your brood and hers. They shall strike
at your head, and you shall strike at their heel. ” To the woman he said: “1 will
increase your labor and your groaning, and in labor you shall bear children.
You shall be eager for your husband. and he shall be your master. ” And to the

man he said: “Because you have listened to your wife and have eaten from the
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tree which I forbade you. accursed shall be the ground on your account”, With
labor you shall win your food from it all the days of your life. It will grow
thorns and thistles for you. none but wild plants for you to eat. You shall gain
your bread by the sweat of your brow until you return to the ground; for from
it you were taken. Dust you are, to dust you shall return. ” The man called his
wife Eve because she was the mother of all who live. The Lord God made
tunics of skins for Adam and his wife and clothed them. He said, “The man
has become like one of us. knowing good and evil; what if he now reaches out
his hand and takes fruit from the tree of life also, eats it and lives for ever?” so
the Lord God drove him out of the Garden of Eden to till the ground from
which he had been taken. He cast him out, and to the east of the Garden of
Eden he stationed the cherubim and a sword whirling and {lashing® to guard

the way to the tree of life.

Notes
(D on your account A T R
@ a sword whirling and flashing # Zh i5f 71 36N TN /) 5 £

m Noah’s Ark

This is the story of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, the one blameless
man” of his time; he walked with God. He had three sons, Shem. Ham and
Japheth. Now God saw that the world was corrupt and full of violence. In his
sight the world had become corrupted. for all men had lived corrupt lives on
earth. God said to Noah, “The loathsomeness of all mankind has become plain
to me”, for through them the earth is full of violence. I intend to destroy
them, and the earth with them. Make yoursell an ark with ribs of cypress;
cover it with reeds and coat it inside and out with pitch. I intend to bring the
waters of the flood over the earth to destroy every human being under heaven
that has the spirit of life; everything on earth shall perish. But with you I will
make a covenant, and you shall go into the ark, you and vours sons, your wife
and vour sons’ wives with you. And you shall bring living creatures of every
kind into the ark to keep them alive with you. Two of each kind. a male and a
female; two of every kind of bird, beast, and reptile, shall come to you to be
kept alive. See that you take and store every kind of food that can be eaten;
this shall be food for you and for them, ” Exactly as God had commanded him,
so Noah did.
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And so, to escape the waters of the flood, Noah went into the ark with his
sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives. And into the ark with Noah went one
pair, male and female. of all beasts. clean and unclean, of birds and of
everything that crawls on the ground, two by two., as God had commanded.
Towards the end of seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. In
the year when Noah was six hundred years old., on the seventeenth day of the
second month, on that very day. all the springs of the great abyss broke
through, the windows of the sky were opened. and rain fell on the earth for
forty days and forty nights. The flood continued upon the earth for forty days,
and the waters swelled and lifted up the ark so that it rose high above the
ground. More and more the waters increased over the earth until they covered
all the high mountains everywhere under heaven. The waters increased and the
mountains were covered to a depth of fifteen cubits. Everything died that had
the breath of life in its nostrils, everything on dry land. God wiped out every
living thing that existed on earth. man and beast, reptile and bird; they were
all wiped out over the whole earth, and only Noah and his company in the ark
survived.

After forty days Noah opened the trap-door that he had made in the ark,
and released a raven to see whether the water had subsided, but the bird
continued flying to and {ro until the water on the earth had dried up. Noah
waited for seven days, and then he released a dove from the ark to see whether
the water on the earth had subsided further. But the dove found no place where
she could settle, and so she came back to him in the ark, because there was
water over the whole surface of the earth. He waited another seven days and
again released the dove from the ark. She came back to him towards evening
with a newly plucked olive leaf in her beak. Then Noah knew for certain that
the water on the earth had subsided still further. He waited yet another seven
days and released the dove, but she never came back. And so it came about
that, on the first day of the first month of his six hundred and first year, the
water had dried up on the earth. and Noah removed the hatch and looked out
of the ark. The surface of the ground was dry.

By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the whole earth was dry.
And God said to Noah, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife, your sons
and their wives. Bring out every living creature that is with you, live things of
every kind, bird and beast and every reptile that moves on the ground, and let

them swarm over the earth and be fruitful and increase there.” So Noah came
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out with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives. Every wild animal, all cattle,
every bird. and every reptile that moves on the ground, came out of the ark by
families. Then Noah built an altar to the Lord. He took ritually clean beasts
and birds of every kind, and offered whole-offerings on the altar. When the
Lord smelt the soothing odor” . he said within himsell, “Never again will I
curse the ground because of man, however evil his inclinations may be from his
vouth upwards, I will never again kill every living creature. as I have just

done. ”
® The Tower of Babel

Once upon a time all the world spoke a single language and used the same
words. As men journeyed in the east, they came upon a plain in the land of
Shinar* and settled there. They said to one another, “Come, let us make
bricks and bake them hard™; they used bricks for stone” and bitumen for
mortar®. “Come,” they said, “Let us build ourselves a city and a tower with
its top in the heavens. and make a name for ourselves; or we shall be dispersed
all over the earth. ” Then the Lord came down to see the city and tower which
mortal men had built, and he said, *“Here they are, one people with a single
language. and now they have started to do this; hence forward nothing they
have a mind to do will be beyond their reach. Come, let us go down there and
confuse their speech. so that they will not understand what they say to one
another. ” So the Lord dispersed them from there all over the earth, and they

left off building the city. That is why it is called Babel”, because the Lord
there made a babble of the language of all the world; from that place the Lord

scattered men all over the face of the earth.

Notes
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m The birth of the Messiah

This is the story of the birth of the Messiah’. Mary his mother was
betrothed to Joseph; before their marriage she found that she was with child
by the Holy Spirit®. Being a man of principle® . and at the same time wanting
to save her from exposure, Joseph desired to have marriage contract set aside
quietly. He had resolved on this. when an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream. “Joseph son of David.” said the angel, “do not be afraid to take Mary
home with you as your wife. It is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this
child. She will bear a son: and vou shall give him the name Jesus™ (Saviour),
for he will save his people from their sins. All this happened in order to fulfill
what the Lord declared through the prophet: The virgin will conceive and bear
a son, and he shall be called Emmanuel™, a name which means God is with
us. ” Rising from sleep Joseph did as the angel had directed him: he took Mary
home to be his wife. but had no intercourse with her until her son was born.
And he named the child Jesus.

Jesus was born at Bethlehem” in Judaea” during the reign of Herod.
After his birth astrologers from the east arrived in Jerusalem® . asking,
“Where is the child who is born to be king of the Jews? We observed the rising
of his star, and we have come to pay him homage.” King Herod was greatly
perturbed when he heard this; and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called a
meeting ol the chiel priests and lawyers of the Jewish people, and put before
them the question: “ Where is it that the Messiah is to be born?” * At
Bethlehem in Judaea”. they replied; and they referred him to the prophecy
which reads: “Bethlehem in the land of Judaea. you are far from least in the
eves of the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come a leader to be the
shepherd of my people Israel. ™

Herod next called the astrologers to meet him in private, and ascertained
from them the time when the star had appeared. He then sent them on to
Bethlehem. and said, “(Go and make a careful inquiry for the child. When you
have found him, report to me, so that I may go myself and pay him homage.”

They set out at the king’s bidding; and the star which they had seen at its
rising went ahead of them until it stopped above the place where the child lay.
At the sight of the star they were overjoyed. Entering the house. they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and bowed to the ground in homage to him; then

they opened their treasures and offered him gifts; gold, frankincense. and
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myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod. they returned
home another way.

After they had gone. an angel of the lLLord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
and said to him, “Rise up. take the child and his mother and escape with them
to Egypt. and stay there until I tell you: for Herod is going to search for the
child 1o do away with him. ” So Joseph rose from sleep. and taking mother and
child by night he went away with them to Egypt. and there he stayed till
Herod's death. This was to fulflill what the Lord had declared through the
prophet: “I called my son out of Egypt.”

When Herod saw how the astrologers had tricked him he [ell into a
passion, and gave orders for the massacre of all children in Bethlehem and its
neighborhood. of the age of two years or less, corresponding with the time he
had ascertained [rom the astrologers. So the words spoken through Jeremiah®
the prophet were fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Rama. wailing and loud
laments; it was Rachel weeping [or her children, and refusing all consolation.
because they were no more. ”

The time came that Herod died: and an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said to him. “Rise up. take the child and his
mother, and go with them to the land of Israel, for the men who threatened
the child’s life are dead.” So he rose. took mother and child with him, and
came to the land of Israel. Hearing, however. that Archelaus had succeeded
his father Herod as king of Judaea™ . he was afraid to go there. And being
warned by a dream. he withdrew to the region of Galilee; there he settled in a
town called Nazareth. This was to fulfill the words spoken through the

prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene”.

Notes
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