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INTRODUCTION

Best Reference Books 1970-1980 provides a selection of 920 reference titles determined
by the editors to be of lasting value to libraries of all types. Works appearing in this selec-
tion include those of a specialized nature, which will be of particular value to larger
iibraries, as well as those of wider appeal, which will be useful to smaller as well as large
and medium-sized libraries. This volume was designed to be used as a selection tool for
existing libraries looking for gaps in their collections and for new libraries just beginning to
build a reference collection.

These titles were selected from 12 volumes of American Reference Books Annual, the
comprehensive annual reviewing service for reference books published in the United States.
The 12 volumes of ARBA published since 1970 have provided reviews of a total of 20,553
titles. Reference books reviewed in ARBA include dictionaries, encyclopedias, directories,
bibliographies, guides, concordances, atlases, and other types of “ready reference” tools,
as well as foreign reference titles that have an exclusive distributor in the United States.
Government documents and reprints are reviewed in ARBA on a highly selective basis. As
a matter of editorial policy, the following categories of reference books are not reviewed in
ARBA: reference titles of less than 48 pages; books published by vanity presses; those pro-
duced by the author as publisher; and certain types of reference materials published by
library staffs for internal use. With a few exceptions, serial publications have been ex-
cluded from Best Reference Books, as well as travel guides, and, in the area of literature,
reference titles that deal with individual authors. These editorial decisions were made in
order to keep this volume to a manageable size and thus make it more useful to smaller
libraries.

The first edition of Best Reference Books, published in 1976, presented a selection of
818 reference titles covering the years 1970 to 1976. All titles included in the first edition
have been reevaluated, and, if necessary, revised for this new edition; a total of 471 titles
from the first edition have been retained and 449 new titles were added. A small number of
titles published in 1969 which in our judgment represent substantial contributions to the
iiterature have been included in this edition.

Reviews for the titles included in this volume were prepared by 290 subject specialists
throughout the United States and Canada who review for ARBA. Editorial notes have
been added to many of these reviews to indicate new editions, added volumes, other
changes since the original review was published, as well as additional titles that may prove
useful. Many reviews have been re-edited or completely rewritten to bring the information
up to date and to reflect a title’s value in view of more recent publications in that subject
area. Reviews signed by two contributors are in most cases composite reviews, which were
prepared from two reviews pertaining to two different editions or two separate volumes of
a particular work. Unsigned reviews were written by the editors. Complete bibliographic
and ordering information is provided for each title. Prices for all titles have been updated
to December 1980, and those citations lacking price information are presumed to be out of
print. References to reviews published in periodicals (e.g., Library Journal, Wilson Library
Bulletin, etc.) are appended to the reviews.

Although this is a selection of “best reference books.” critical comments provided in
the original ARBA reviews have been retained. Thus, this volume follows the same policy
as ARBA, providing critical appraisals of the titles, since even superior works may be defi-
cient in one respect or another. In many cases, the reviews evaluate and compare a work in
relation to other titles of a similar nature.
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xvi— Introduction

We wish to express our gratitude to the many ARBA contributors whose reviews
appear in Best Reference Books. The contributors and their affiliations are listed on the
pages following this introduction. We would also like to thank the following membeis of
the Libraries Unlimited staff for contributing their talents to this volume: Judy Caraghar,
Mary Alice Deveny, Beverley Hanson, Janet Littlefield, Robynn Moon, Melissa Mullins,
Louise Stwalley, and Stephanie Van Bogart.

Susan Holte
Bohdan S. Wynar
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