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10 December 1945

¢,
CASE NO. 02/3/ RE  : TANAKA, Ryukichi (Maj. Gen.)
STATUS: Pending.

MEMO FOR THE FILE:

Search of CIS Files on 1 Dec. 45 revealed following informetion
on subdbject:

No cate - attachead to Soldier's Burssu of War Ministry.
Jan. 1922 - Chief of Soldiers Section of same.
1941 - Director, Solédiers Affairs Bureau of War Ministry.

Sourcat unknown.
Publication: Who's Who in Japen, 1941/42,

JOF B. ALEXANDER

2nd Lt., Inf.

COPILS $- 3 Mlle
Cept+ Rotinson

CASE N0, : 237/

SERIAL NO. @ /



¥ile no. 234 17 January 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR Mx's Fibelly

l. A review of File No. 234 reflects that it contains infar-
mation whieh may be of interest to the members of Group C,.

2, This information is forwarded for such action as may de
deemed appropriate,

LaRoy H. Barmaxrd
Major, Infantyy
Exeosutive Offiger

Investigation Division

Copiea;

1 mr. Fihelly
1 yile



FILE NOs 234 REPORT BYs Rey Pe Normile
RE : TANAKA, m'ukj.qh.ﬁ STATOS ¢ Pending
DATE s 10 Jmmary 1946

A review of CIS files showed the following information as
to above person.

Chief of Military Administration Section of War 0ffice.

Won renown for bravery im Soviet=Japanese clash at Change
kufens He is known as the greatest authority om Mongolian
affairs not to speak of his intentive insight into+Chinese
gr:z;.eu. (Sources; (8S, R & A and FE, Washington, August 11,

Sult)e

'Ryukichi TANAKA, rank unkmown., Army's Mongolian expert
in 1930. Asst, Military Attache in China. Responsible for
Creation of East Hopei autonomous Govermment in 1934 and the
Teh Wang regime in Inner Mongilia.

Ma jor General 1941, Director Soldiers' Affairs, Bureau of
war Minister; career attached to Soldiers® Bureau of War
Ministery; Chief Soldiers' Section of same since Jamuary 1939.
(Source; Wheo's Who in Jspan 1942ehk)

4 A check of ATIS files discloses the following; Director of
Militery Affairs Bureau of War Ministzy 194lel2.

(Source Prominent Persons in Japen and Japanese Deminated Areas,
oI, 14 W)

Index cards of ATIS reveal Subject was attached as an artillery
officer to Higse. Bastera District Army; later Chief of Staff of First
Army and im March 1945 appeinted Commanding @eneral of Easterm Army
which included Central & Northern Honshu.

COPIES
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Ryukiehi TANAKA LE/min

COL, MINSION 4 Feb 1946
ASSISTANT Ge2
JAPANESE LIAISON

It is requested that this office de advised of
the present address of Major-Cemeral Ryukichi TANAXA and that
the Japanese Lisison be requested to loeste this individual
and have him report to Colomel Woolworth of the Intermstionsl
Prosecution “eetion in the ¥eiji Building for interview at
the earliest prastical date,

In 1941 Ceneral TANAXA was the Director of the “oldiers
Affairs Buresu of the ¥War Ninistry.

THEODORE GOULSBY
LT, COL, CAV,
CHIZF ATMINISTRATION DIVISION

L B B R B B B B R L R R R R I R R

' ;
COPY TO FILE 234



LIAISON COMHISSION(TOKYOJ
FOR THE
IMPERIAL JAPuLNESE DEMOEILIZATION MINISTRIZS

5-843 14 February 1946
701 COL. F.P.NUNSON

GSC, G-2, GHQ, SCAP :
SUBJECT: Present iddress of Major Generak TANAKA

In compliance with the request from Internationalk Prosecution
Section on 4 Feb. 1946, we wish to inform you the present address
of Major General Ryukichi TaAlIAKA as follows:

lajor General TANAKA, Ryukichi

c/o Yawatoya Hotel,

Nagaoka Hotspring, Izu,
Shizuoka Pref,

o
) /wy-ﬂ’

A. Yamamoto
Committee Member
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TANAKA, RYUKICHY

P e g 4 200

Date and Time?! 18 February 1946, 1030-1700 hours
Place 1 Room 735, Meiji Building

Present ¢  TANAXA, Ryukiechi
Col Gilbert 5. Woolwerth, Imterrogator
Mr. Bugh B, Helm, Interrogater
¥r. Denis Kildoyle, Interpreter
T/3 Ben Oshita, Interpreter

Dictated bys Col Woolwersth.

Hilitary History: Graduated from Military Academy 1922, Com~
pany Commander for one year. On General Staff maneuvers until
1926. With Co=st and Geographie Survey 1925 %o 1927.

In Peking 1927-1929 and in Xslgon as student of Chinese language.
Returned to Japam 1929, Until 1930 with the Geographie Survey.

Went to Shanghai as Military Attache im 1930, remaining umiil
August 1932.

Returned to Japan August 1932 and became Battalion Commander
at Osaka. Remained at Osaka one and one-half years, uatil 1934, vhen
he was examined by Kempei Tai . while a MHajor there, for having op~
posed a statement by Gemeral ARAXI, the War Nimister, that Japanese
soldiers were the Emperor's soldiers, he stating that the Army was
"the people's.” As a result failed of premotion at that time Aesdd
R .2

Returned to Tokyo in 1924 as Assistant Commander of a Regiment
in Chida Prefecture.
a2
In 1935 received promotion to Lt Col and Joined Gemeral Staff ef
Kwantung Army with General MINAMI as Commanding Gemeral, r.-mu -
t41 1937,

CaS2 WO, 234 -l=



TANAXA, Ryukichi 18 Feb 1946

In 1937 was appointed Commander of the Raman RHegiment in Korea.
Decemder 1938 returned to Tokyo as Chief, Military Affairs Bureau,
War Ministry (ITAGAXI War Minister). (Was responsidle for removal
of Vice Chief of Staff, Gemeral NAKASKINA, having cherged him with
responsibility for defeat hy the Fussiams in Manchuria.)

Mareh 1939 prometed to Maj Gemn, Chief of Staff of First Army at
Tai=-Yuan weat of Peking, Shamei Provimce, under command of Lt Gem
SHINOZUKA (now a.cm-n.

December 1939 ohrmd Tokyo as Chief of Military Affairs
Bureau under Geneyal 1 0.C”Left the War Mimistry in 1942 as result
of oppesing Gene 0, having stated theat the war sgainet the United
States would nof be won. Gemeral TOJO caused him to de placed inm an
“Tormer Foreigm Minister, resigned at the same time.

In April 1945 received a recall to sctive duty, but rejected the
call.

Imperial Gemeral Headquarters cemtered on the Emperer as the
hesd and was composed of Chiefs of Staff of the Army Bavy and the
War and Navy Ministers,

TANAKA stated that the Mukden ingident of 1931'%ms started by the
Japanese who were responsible for the blowing up of the railread track,
snd that he obtained this information in Shanghai from Gemeral OKANURA,

/

General MINAMI, who was Wer Minister when the Mukden
took place, teld TANAKA that SHIDERARA, the Forelgn Ninisteér, weak ,
whereas he was siromg. TANAXA believes the Kwantung ¥ ha large
part in the Mukden incidemt and in its enlargement. _ Bk
aggrossive attituds toward Hasehuris, and se 412 mest of the staff of
the Kwantung Army. They were in Mamchuria and wamted $o take 4% all.
Following the Mukden ineident this matter was opemly discussed by of-
ficers in the Army gemerally.

Upon TANAKA's return to Gemaral 3taff as Shief of Military Affafrs
Burean, he gave a thorough study to the March and Octoder inei
19731 from the esecret records of the Kempel Tai. TFrom this astudy he is
convinced that the following named were largely responsidle for the
two inclidentas

=B



TANAXA, Ryakznﬁi 18 Yeb 1946

General UGAKX Gemeral HAGATO
Gemeral X01S0 fenersl SUGITANA
General NINOMIYA  “Golomel };gm
Gemeral TATTEAWA  Colomel N'MO®0

.)

7 Ve
As A0 the 2- incident, General TANAKA stated that Gemerals

MASAK] ‘#nd ARAXY Kavored the fulfillment of the revolution. YANAGAVWA
vas Vice Minister of War and had all key positions im the regiment

stationed Tokyo filled with revolutionzry minded officers.
TANASHITA Joined in pletting the incident with the other three, he-
lieving that the plet had the samction of the Emperor. This is also

stated in the official record th:zt he remembders seeing.

. On Qotober 1, 1930 TANAKA wes preseat whem the Sakura Xal was

organized hy HASHIMOTC snd a grouwp of Army and Navy officers, and at-
tended a ganthering of abdout BO officers, ineluding Maj CHO., The
stated object of the society at thot time was to crush the Zaidatsu
end political partyds.

/ BE: OPIUM TRAFFIO

Maj Oen SHIQZAWA Kirzomodo knows sbout the distributiom of opium
at the time Ceneral ANDO was in OChina as Viece President of the Ohina
New People's Association. TANAKA states th=t the China New People's
Ansociation engineered the planting of the opium peppy threoughout
China and and had & large part in the marketing of the
product., IHIGEAWA alee semt receipts fpém money odtained from the
sale of opiuy in Ohime %o Oenmeral POJOU AMersonally.

(14

HAMBA {now in Tokye) and NURANI can give fur-
ther Tnformation on the opiuym traffic. Irig Gem SANDA/{mow in Hankow,

China) cam testify as to 0% receiving money from opium sales.

OTKAWS Gamapbiond | ¥hose address can be obtained from the First
Demobilization Office in Tokyo, has further informstion im connection
with the opilus traffic.

o i i o e e e i

All this information concerming the opium traffic has beem given
%o Lt Ool Hormaday for his use, and CGemeral TAEAKA has bdeen mads avail-
2hle to him for further examination in this conneetion.

o



PANAKA, Byukichi 18 Feb 1946

Alwo General Woodecock has been informed of his availebility as

& willing witness in connection with the period assigned to Gemeral
Woodeoek.

K¥r, Tihelly's Section hus also beem advised of the availability

of General TANAKA se 2 witness in connection with his work on General
050,

B e

I, Denis Kildoyle, being sworm om oath, state that I truly $ranslated
the questions and enswers given from English to Japonese and from
Japenese to Ymzlish, respectively, and that the above tramseriptien
of such questioms and anewers, consisting of four pages, numbered 1
to 4 inelusive, is true and accurate to the best of my km and
belief,

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of February 1

W Ltk 50 kD
‘{Beme and Rank)
Duly Detailed Investigating Officer
International Prosecution Section,GHQ,SCAP

I, Ben Oshita, ASE 38668331, being sworm on oath, state that I truly
trunslated the questioms and ansvers given from English to Japanese and
from Jupansse to Inglish, respeetively, and that the above transerip-
tion of such questions and answers, consisting of four pages, numbered 1
to 4 imelusive, is true and aceurate to the best of my kmowledge and
bellief. ¢

/

Submeribed snd sworn to before me this 19th day ;f February 1946.

{Bafe and Ramk)
Duly Detailed Investigatins Officer
International Prosecution Section,GHQ,BOAP

e, Gilbert 8., Woolverth and Hugh B. Helm certify that on the 18th day
of February 1946 personally appecred before us TANAKA, Ryukichi and
ageording to Denis Kildoyle amd Ben Oshita, interpreters, gave the fore-
going statements in answer to the quesntions %

Tekyo, Japan
19 Ped 1946 y
ol



The original notes on this interrogation will be found
in our EXHIBIT FILE as EXHIBIT # 315.

FILE # __234
SERIAL # _8
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DEERFOGATTON COF

19 yebruary 1944

TMITRACCATCR:  L%e Col. HORNADAY

File . 34

11



INTSRACGATION OF
TANAKA, RYUKIGHI

Date and Time; 19 Pedruary 1946, 0930-1200

1330-1700

Tlase [ Mei j4 Building, Tekye, Japan
rressnt 8 TANAEA, Rywkiehi

L%. Ool, ¥lliem T, Hornsday, Interregator
J. K. Sene, Interpreter

Ingsborg Nyden, Stenogrepher

Oorp, KATSUBE, Shigeishi (Corporal of Hesarve
Army end bodyguard for Oen, TALAKA)

Cath of Imterpreter; idministered dy Col. Hormaday:

Ool. HORMADAY Do you selammly swear, by Aluighty Ged, that you

A
Qe
A

Qe

12

will truly and secwrately and translate
from Eaglish into Japsnese and Japansse imto

Yesterday ancther izvestigator made s complete resord of my baskground.

Yos but #his time everything that is said is being written dowm, I
want 1% writtes in the record.

Let ms ask a few quostions about where you were borm, the date, and



Ae

Re

Ae

Ae

A

Qe

As

Ae

Qe

vhen you finished militery ccefomy, and then by years review whst
your assigamente were in the army?

I was botm the 9th day of July the 26tk year of the Meiji Rra. 1892,
At Arveshima-smra, Noki.gum, “himsne-ken.

Graduated from Military Asedemy?

Oradusted from the Milisary Academy J0%h day of Novesmber llth year
of Taisho Ers. 1923.

Very briefly, sisply stating the years when you wers assigned, I would
like tc imow what your different assigasents were and where they were?

I was in Seoul, Xorsa one year immediately after gradustion and decams
a oosmander of artillery company. On $he lat day of December 1924 I
was ordered %o return te Tokyo reporting to Gemeral Staff Headquarters.
A% %hat time my rank was that of Captaia. My dusies chiefly consisted
of preparing the grand mansuver for Imperisl review in artillery
braneh, On the lat day of Desember 1925 I was assigned to the Re-
seareh Diviaion of the Uensral Staff. Ohief funetien of Researsh
Division was t¢ study the geographie conditiomn of Asia,

That was what sestion of the Censral Staff? First sestioa?

First sestion has %o do with maneuvering and my new assignmsatwas o
the second seotion, intelligense. Auguat 1, 1927 I was sent te
reking, (hiss. The purpose of my assignment there was to study
Chinese language and Kalgen FProvinse of Jehol. On the 3lat day of
An gast, 1929 I agein returaed %o the Army Ceneral Headquarters in
Tokyo and returmed to the same office which I held im the Second
3eetion. Served under Lt, Col. ITAGAKI, Seishire. Im a shert while
I became the shief of the Secend Division whem L%, Col, left. At
that time my vemk was that of Commander (Major).

At that time did Lt, Col. ITAGAKI go to the Kwantung Avmy Oemeval
Staff as chief of the (Oeneral seetion there?

He was trensferved as Superior Genersl Jtaff mesber of the Kwantung
Army, means the rumk next highest to the Chief of Steff.

Do you kmow whether he actually bBecams ehiel of the Second Seetion
in the Rwantung Avmy then?

s besame Chief of 3taff o“h. Keantung army later,

Did he bdesams Chief of Jectnd: 3setien them?
P

13



he

A
Qe
As

Qe

deo

Ge

Ae

Q.
Ao
Qe

Ao

Ao

Qe

A

14

He sir. There was met.
Your next assignment?
On the lat day of Ostober 1930 I Decame military atiache at Fhanghai.

In other words, you wea$ te Sanghsi ss military attaehs approxzimately
one year before the Mokden Insident?

Yes sir.
Waat wea the next assigmment?

(a the 1% day of August 1932 I becams
OSAKA, ho?-. on the lat day of Mareh 1934

¢
Y
g2
2
:
:

of the Xwantung Army. iy duty was to eondust imvestigations.

In other words, is that the same thing as coumter-intelligsnce?
No sir. It is mainly of geographical comditien of the ares.

Thet ismaking geogrephic or what we sall terrain studies?

I em oonsidered oxpert oa study of tervsin or eontour atudy,

You obviouwsly have had lets of experienss with that, Genevel?

iy livelihood depended om that work. The lst day of iungust 1937 I
becnms Ocmmander of Field Artillery fegiment staticned st Panan,
Evres. At that time the Chinese Ineident hwoks out end ad Shat time
Gan, TOJO planned inmer Mongolism stretegy.

AS that time ‘_H?guu coasmand ing t-m.wuwf

He was Chief of 3taff of the Kwentung Army. Beeause of my famte

iat
of geography of imner Nongolia I was invited to jois his
staff s0 I reported on temporary duty status for a peried of abeud



