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I . Name and constituents
1. Full name
2. Constituents 1.
II. Effects of its imperial past
1. Establishment of the Commonwealth of
Nations
2. Its role as a European nation
3. Economic influence
4. A multiracial nation
IM. Differences in society
1. Race difference

2. Class difference

Se[Ew T (1)

3. Region difference
IV. Introduction to England
Physical features
2. History of invasions
V. Introduction to Scotland
1. Physical features
2. History
3. Retaining strong Scottish identity
VI. Introduction to Wales
1. Physical features
2. A history features campaigns for inde-
pendence from UK

I. Name and constituents
1. Full name

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
2. Constituents
(1) The island of Great Britain: England, Scotland and Wales
(2) Northern Ireland

II. Effects of its imperial past

1. Establishment of the Commonwealth of Nation
The Commonwealth of Nations is a loose and voluntary or-
ganization with members mainly being former colonies of
the British Empire.

2. Its role as a European nation

UK has been a member of European Union since 1973.
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3. Economic influence
It remains a relatively wealthy country, a member of the
Group Seven large developed economies. (In 1997, G-7
turned into G-8 with Russia in. )

4. A multiracial society
Due to immigration from some Commonwealth countries in
the 1950s and 1960s, most commonly from India, Pakistan
and countries of the Caribbean, Britain now has a popula-
tion of which 1 in 20 are of non-European ethnicity.

I. Differences in society

1. Race difference
It is a multiracial society with a majority of Christians,

many Muslims and others.

2. Class difference
The class structure of UK society is relatively obvious.
(Lives of a white-collar worker and a blue-collar worker are
very different. )

3. Region difference

(1) Between highland and lowland Scots

(2) Between northern and southern England

(3) The capital London itself dominant in Britain in all sorts

of ways:

@1t is the largest city located in the south of the country.

@ 1t is the cultural and business center and the headquarters of
the vast majority of Britain’s big companies.

@1t is not only the financial center of the nation, but also one
of the three major international financial centers in the world.

IV. Introduction to England

1. Physical features

(1) Largest of the 4 nations with largest population

(2) A Dominance of UK in culture and economy

(3) Capital: London, dominant in government, finance

and culture

2. History of invasions
Before the 1st century AD British was made up of many
tribal kingdoms of Celtic people: a powerful culture origi-
nating in central Europe.

(1) Roman invasion (43 AD—5th Century AD)

(DEngland and Wales became a part of the Roman Empire.
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(2Hadrian’s Wall was built by the Romans in 122 to defend
their domain. The Wall covered a line roughly equivalent to
the contemporary boundary between England and Scotland.

(2) Anglo-Saxon’s invasion (5th century AD—1066)

(DEastern and Southern Britain were invaded by Germanic
peoples: the Angles and the Saxons (the forefathers of the
English, the founders of England) .

)The legend of King Arthur was based on this period ;

@ 1t is said that he was the king of England in the 5th century
and united the British and drove the Saxons back with his
magical sword, Excalibur.

@ He created Round Table, which gave knights equal preced-
ence and showed knights” demand for a more democratic sys-
tem.

@ His real existence is'in doubt but he is the central figure of

many legends.

(3) Viking invasion (late 8th century AD—I10th century AD)

(DNorthern and Eastern England as well as Scotland were con-
quered by raiders from Scandinavia, the ferocious Vikings.

@King Alfred the Great, won in the south of England against
the Vikings and ruled this area. (Thus today a certain cul-
tural divide between northerners and southerners in England

may have its origins in this time. )

(4) Norman invasion (1066 )

(DWilliam the Conqueror defeated King Harold at the Battle of
Hastings in 1066, and built the Tower of London.

@Legend of Robin Hood
Robin Hood was a Saxon nobleman. As he could no longer
put up with oppressions from the Normans, he became an
outlaw and hid himself with his band of “merry men” in the
forest. From this secret place, he went out to rob from the
rich to give to the poor.

(5) Next few hundred years following the Norman inva-

sion

(DEstablishment of the Church of England
Henry VIII's divorce case, which was not permitted by the
pope of Roman Catholic Church, led to its breaking up with
England. Henry VIII then established the Church of Eng-
land and claimed himself the leader. This is called the Reli-
gious Reformation. His daughter Elisabeth T consolidated
the status of the Church of England.
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(@ Various parts of the British Isle were joined together under
English rule.

(3Power gradually transferred from the monarch to the parlia-
ment.

€ 1649, Charles I was executed, for he attempted to overthrow
Parliament. Then England was ruled by parliament’s leader,
Oliver Cromwell for 11 years.

#1660, Charles II restored the monarchy.

@ Further conflicts between parliament and the king led to re-
moval of the Scottish house of Stuart in 1688.

@ Bill of Rights was passed in 1689 and finally established
parliament’s dominance over the throne.

V. Introduction to Scotland

1. Physical features

(1) Second largest of the 4 nations both in population and

in size

(2) Most rugged part of UK

(DIn the north—the Highlands mountains and lakes

@)In the south—the Southern Uplands

(3In the middle—the lowland zone with 3/4 of the population

(3) Capital; Edinburgh, east coast, famous for its beauty

(4) Largest city: Glasgow, in the west of Lowland zone, to-

gether with Edinburgh, has famous universities dating
back to the 15th century.

2. History

(1) Northern Ireland invasion

Scotland was not conquered by the Romans or Anglo-Sax-
ons. Around the 6th century AD, people from Northern
Ireland invaded the south-west of Scotland. They were
called the Scots.

(DPeople in the south-west were called Scots and gave the
modern country of Scotland its name.

(2The original Scottish Celts, called the Picts were left with
the non-productive highland zone, where in addition to Eng-
lish, some people speak the old Celtic language—Gaelic.

(3The division between highland and lowland Scotland remains
a cultural divide today.

(2) Viking raids

Experienced Viking raids in the 9th century, and it was
the pressure from this outside threat that led Scottish kings
to unify, forming an independent singular Scottish state.
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(3) The Battle of Bannockburn

(DTime; 24th June, 1314

(@Heroes : Scots under the leadership of Robert Bruce vs the

English army

(3 Result: Scots were victorious, leading to 300 years of

full independence

(4) Union with England

(DDespite the conflict between England and Scottish, there
were extensive intermarriage between the two aristocracies,
and even between the royal families.

@ 1In 1603, James VI of Scotland took the throne, called
James the First of England, uniting the two thrones. But
Scotland maintained its separate political identity.

(3In 1707, under the reign of Queen Anne, English and Scot-
tish Parliaments were united.

@Scotland sends 72 representatives to the London Parliament.
In 1922, only 3 were from the Scottish Nationalist Party,
wanting an independent Scotland; 49 were from the Labor
Party, wanting to set up a regional parliament for Scotland
to manage its own internal affairs within the UK.

(5)The Scotland Act of 1998 provided for the establishment of
the Scottish Parliament and Executive.

3. Retaining strong Scottish identity

(1) Scotland has a great tradition of innovation in arts, philos-
ophy and science.

(2) The best sum up of Scotland’s position lies in Robert Lou-
is Stevenson’s famous novel Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde:
Scotland was superficially fully integrated into the UK,
but concealed beneath this is a still-strong Scottish identi-
ty.

VI. Introduction to Wales

1. Physical features

(1) Smallest on the British mainland, but larger than North-
ern Ireland

(2) Close to central England; hilly and rugged

(3) Rich coal deposits attracting foreign investment from abroad ,
especially Japan and US

(4) Capital; Cardiff, on the south coast

(5) Retaining its own language; 19% population speaking
Welsh, a Celtic tongue

(6) Retaining a powerful sense of difference from England
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2. A history features campaigns for the independence

from UK

(1) Wales did not fall to the Anglo-Saxon invaders of the 5th
century, and was a Celtic land then.

(2) In 1267, Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, forced the English to ac-
knowledge him as Prince of Wales by a military cam-
paign, and unified Wales as an independent nation.

(3) After Llywelyn died, the English King Edward I set about
conquering Wales and succeeded. Edward named his son
the Prince of Wales, a title held by the first son of the

Monarchy ever since, trying to bring Wales into the
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British nation. REEFRTHHS,
(4) In 1400, Owain Glyndwr led an unsuccessful rising (4) 1400 4 EKIC - 8 ARIE FL/R 9T
against the English. SRR TR RIS
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(5) Llywelyn and Glyndwr are legendary heroes of Welsh Na-
tionalism since their brief campaigns are the only times in
history when Wales existed as a unified and independent
nation.

(6) In 1536, Wales was brought legally, administratively and
politically into the UK by an act of the British Parlia-
ment.

(7) Wales sends 38 representatives to the London Parliament.

4 are from the Party of Wales ( Plaid Cymru) , which cam-

paigns for an independent Wales.
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1.2

I . Multiple Choice

A. The Anglo-Saxons.
C. The Normans.

ZMESS BB HIFR

Who were the ancestors of the English and the founders of England? (4t —#} 2008 i} )
B. The Vikings.
D. The Romans.

6

Which of the following was the man who crushed various rebellions in Ireland and settled English
and Scottish Protestants there by giving them land? (b 5138k 2005 W ; 1 &R IHE K2 2008
W)

A. Oliver Cromwell. B. King Charles 1. C. William I. D. William III.

In which of the following years did Julius Caesar invade Britain for the first time? ( B #BJfiyE K
22008, 2009 fif)

A. 55 BC. B. 54 BC. C. 54 AD. D. 43 AD.

Which of the following peoples were the ancestors of the Welsh? ( B #&RIHE A% 2009 #F)

A. The Celts. B. The Romans. C. The Danes. D. The Anglo-Saxons.



5. The Church of England founded by Henry VIl was named in England as . (iR
242009 #f)

A. Catholic B. Anglican C. Puritan D. Episcopal
6. Christianity was first introduced into Britain by . (dERAS K 2007 HF; XHAPER
2003 fJf)
A. the Celt B. The Romans
C. the Viking Danes D. the Norman-French

7. Three of the following are the main activities of the City of London. Which is the exception? (4t
HAZK 2006 )
A. Government administration.
B. Buying and selling commodities.
C. Providing services and finance for commercial investment.
D. Stock exchanges.
8. Britain doesn’t share any land border with any other countries except
A. the Republic of Ireland B. France
C. Iceland D. Norway
9. As King Alfred was not able to drive the Danes out of England, he made a treaty with them, allo-

wing them to keep the northern and eastern parts of England, which later became known

as .
A. the Danelaw B. Wessex C. Sussex D. Normandy
10. British recorded history begins with
A. the Roman invasion B. the Norman Conquest
C. the Viking and Danish invasion D. the Anglo-Saxons invasion

II. Fill in the blanks.

1. The Romans invaded Britain in 43, and the only area they did not subdue therein was

(Xtoh22 5 2005 )
2. The Church of England, also called the Church, is one of the many “Protestant”
sects which broke away from the more ancient and more Roman Catholic Church
during the Religious . Its temporal head is the , and twenty-six of its

highest priests sit in the House of Lords. ( A A 2005 fiff)

3. The roots of English literature lie deep in the tales of Denmark and other Scandinavian countries

because for many years . (463K 2004 BF)

4. King Arthur was a legendary hero supposed to have fought against the . (AKX 2006
wt)

5. London plays a significant role in economic and cultural life. It’s not only the finan-
cial of the nation, but also one of major international financial centers

in
6. Britain is a country with a history of invasions. In 43 AD Britain was invaded by , in
the late 8th century they experienced raids from Scandinavia and in the late 11th

century they suffered invasions from



7. The Anglo-Saxons began to settle in Britain in century.

8. The capital of Scotland is , which is well known for its natural
9. Britain is now a society which produces a population of which 1 in 20 are of
ethnicity.

II. True or False

1. The Danes were successfully prevented from invading Britain for a time by King Richard the Lion-
hearted. ( Xf#M2: % 2005 #F)

2. In December 1653, the army decided that Oliver Cromwell should become England’s new ruler.
Some officers wanted him to become king and he accepted the royal title of the Commonwealth.
(XFAhZE T 2004 fF)

3. The Church of England is Catholic in nature.

4. The Church of England was a product of the Reformation in England in 16th century.

IV. Explain the items.

The Norman Conquest (JL4h 2005 #ff; dbEIAZ A 2003 A ; AR K2 2007 BF)

Henry VIII (44} 2003 #F)

the Vikings (L4} 2004 #F)

the Church of England (k42004 ff; JLET3EKk 2006 BF)

Protestant Church (4t#) 2009 #f)

The Hadrian’s Wall ( A K 2006 B ; 74440 E1E 2~ BE 2006 B )

V. Answer the questions.

= N

1. Describe briefly the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English language. (about 100 words)
(XF5h22 5 2004 BF)

2. What was the Roman influence over Britain?
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