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X8R: WA NE0 A, ERBFFGAR®,; LF; #dh; T, #
t

Abstract; As a “hidden key” to Thomas Aquinas’s thought, creatio ex nihilo
is especially helpful for our understanding of his position on natural theology.
With its emphasis on the ontological gap between God and creation, this
doctrine also entails an epistemological gap between God and the created
mind—we cannot know God’ s essence. In this life, we can only know God
through his effects, on nature or on grace. All theology is essentially an
indirect pursuit of God through his effects. As part of this endeavour, natural
theology is not only possible but also legitimate. Hence, revealed theology does

not abrogate but presupposes and perfects natural theology, just as grace

* YER“BIZEIRIEL creatio ex nihilo” FFFI M4 =5 , A R BT F R XE (4 5 R F(EEH
BEWL)STHE TABIMEL, F—R("FMERL NEAE - AAHFHRE") FiT
TR ZEAR T A BE AT E " MBELONE., Fom("FMERS AERIA 1
F AR B AR AR ZE Y ) I AIE - 76 BT 25 7B 69 SR AE b, creatio ex nihilo VR 3 ¥ Y 2E A K EAK#
4y ZF b R AR IR, AT B 0 e &, 3 90 2 OO Sk, DA T 3K BOE L A B
W—XERHAMER RIS IER .
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presupposes and perfects nature. In Aquinas’ s thought, therefore, it is creatio
ex nihilo that provides the epistemological foundation for natural theology.
Keywords: Aquinas; creatio ex nihilo; natural theology; epistemology; God;

creature ; negation; analogy
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