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MEREXEHAWRERE, XETLKARAMSN “LLESRENEN T KR
BRARESAAFEQSCLERUBERL2NFR. TRBFNEW R ENATIEL L H
FEFFREBEREMNY, B 5NEHFHR, PAETHBIGFLSE, L RERET
B, ¥R AZRBRGKEZ, BRFRAAEARBELZHAERARENFELRERE . &
REMRK, BHEN BT, FEERXET XA ZFEBERE.

HA EREE, RENEEAFAELVEARSETREAAEANMETHET
WTRERE:

(—) BEEMBFER, AEXEFTUHENREEM, AXEAE—WiEE 8
REAR, TARFRBEETRENRES, Vv EFXENDRE, REFENTEHE.

(Z) FARRBEEES, AFRAZTWHIRMIESKAE, REFHXENEMES,
EABBFMETREANLE S, UEBHEN, RAERELANE; UL WAV KE,
EERAEFLRTRSGIEFT R, ¥ EFENDRE, REBHES.

(Z) XERFEFEFR, 2NRSESHENZERER. KENEKEHFET %
THREE, ALFERS, MHBHEFEADFLEEHFT, LEERAR., £FHRA, 3t
wR. EXF. ADAESH, REET. FHRERFRETZIARNED 5 ERABHFAMN
o, REFEMBFTHER, RAXFAENXR, BRFLNpIHMaEN, RABHE
HAnbE e FE Mo

ATRERBTRELELZ W EHFARNAELWRESEH, KETHEFL LA
BRAEHT, R, E. 5, FEFHRRERGFALAE TR RNERARERREL, &
ERBERAF T RATTRFBNEE, GO TAAREFECNAELVNEASETR#E
HREBERR; FRTEARELLWARSETREANRE, REFLELCERET R
B, ¥RFENRRE, REFENSEEER, UHFNRELAEL L HE N LKL
# H#Ro

ZRTHENIBRE, RERFTHEACHLE R,

(—)MBETREZUNESESHARFHIREER, REGFXEL & b, %
EERAXHE, XEHLXM, FEFE X, XEEAAXHE, HEH2 XL, &
Frammae X, MMHXA, PFEXK, BEXMRGF, (28) 5Xh, FHFIHE. &
ARE (XEAXFEHEAEL) | HGHEE (REXFEHAEL) | F6HE (HRX*E
BER) | GAFEE (AFEAZHE) | ZENTK (XELEER) | XEWTH (X
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Unit 1

An Invitation to Lexicology

Without grammar, very little can be conveyed; without vocabulary,
nothing can be conveyed.
—— D. A. Wilkins

No matter how well the student learns grammar, no matter how
successfully he masters the sounds of a second language, without words to
express a wide range of meanings, communication in that language cannot
happen in any meaningful way.

—— McCarthy

Unit Goals
e To have a glimpse of major issues involved in English lexicology
e To be familiar with the relationship between English lexicology and other disciplines
e To understand the definitions of word, vocabulary and lexicology
e To know the difference between word and lexeme

Before You Read

1. English is crazy! Here are some funny facts about the English language and some unique
language oddities to wrap your mind around. How do you account for these language
oddities? Please share your explanations with your partner.

Letsifacedt: ¢ _
English is a crazy language

There is no EBBin EBBPLANT nor HAM in HAMBURBER: neither E nor PINE in PINEAP-
PLE MJSH weren't invented in ms tan work SlﬂWLY.

f Bﬁmm are SOUARE, anci a BUINEAPIB is neither from norisitaPi.
And why is it that WRITERS WRITE but FINGERS DON'T FING, BROCERS con't BROCE and

Hms don't HAM? Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make AMENDS b0t not one
AMEND? 1f TEACHERS TAUBHT, why dicn’t PREACHERS PRAUGHT? if 2 VEGETARIAN eats
VEGETMS, what does a HUMANITARIAN eat?

In what other language do people RECITE st aPLAY and PLAY at a RECITAL? we SHIP BY
TRUCK but SEND CARBO BY SHIP. We have NOSES that RUN and FEET that SMELL. we
PARK in a DRIVEWAY anc DRIVE in a PARKWAY. And how can a SLIM CHANCE and o FAT
CHANCE be the same, while a WISE MAN and a WISE BUY are opposites?

You have to marvel at the unigue lunacy of a language in which your HOUSE can BURN UP a<
it BURNS m“, inwhich youm INaform byﬂu.mn wT, and in which an ALARM goes
Wby going ON. And, inc losing, if Father is POP, how come Mother's not MOP?

wreated by RusyTeachev.ong
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1) A guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.

2) You fill in a form by filling it out.

3) Do you have noses that run and feet that smell?

4) If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?

5) Why is it that writers write, but fingers don’t fing and hammers don’t ham?

6) When the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.

7) Do you notice that there is no egg in eggplant? Or ham in the hamburger? Nor apple or pine in
pineapple!

2. What are the Chinese equivalents of the following idioms? Share your explanations with your
partner, and discuss whether the meaning of each idiom is the combination of meanings of its
components.

English Idi¢ms Chinese Equivalents

service station

dressing room

sporting house

black stranger

white man

yellow book

red tape

green fingers

blue stocking

American beauty

Dutch courage

French leave

Greek gift

Spanish athlete

Start to Re

Lexicology and Its Major Concerns

Lexicology, as a sub-branch of general linguistics, is derived from lexikds (word) plus logos
(learning or science), hence the science of words.

Like general linguistics, lexicology can be both diachronic (historical) and synchronic
(contemporary), the former dealing with the origin and development of the form and meaning of the

2



Unit 1 An Tnvitation to Levicology

words in a particular language across time, whereas the latter studying the vocabulary of a language as
a system at a particular point of time. But there are many interrelated areas in lexicology, where one
cannot be studied in isolation, without regard to the other.

The definitions suggest that lexicologists should be concerned about:

e morphology (structure and form)

e ctymology (origins, sources and history)

e semantics (meaning and sense relations)

e lexicography (dictionary making)

Morphology is the study of word formation, of the structure of words.

Some observations about words and their structure: Some words can be divided into parts
which still have meaning. Many word-parts have meanings by themselves. But some word-parts
have meanings only when used with other words. Each word has a relation in the grammatical
system of a language and belongs to some parts of speech. Lexicology studies this relationship in
terms of the grammatical meanings as also their relationship with the lexical meaning. In the field of
word formation, lexicology is still more closely related to grammar. Both study the patterns of word
formation.

The word etymology is derived from the Greek efumos which means real or true. The ending
-ology suggests the study/science of something, as in biology or geology. And that is the etymology
of etymology. It is the study of the origins of words and how words evolved. Here is another example.
The Ancient Greek word hippos means horse. And potamus means river. Hence hippopotamus literally
means river horse. A few other parts of words derived from Ancient Greek are rele (long distance),
micro (small), phone (speak), and scope (look). From these come such words as zelephone, telescope,
microphone, and microscope.

Semantics is the study of meaning. It is a wide subject within the general study of language.
An understanding of semantics is essential to the study of language acquisition (how language
users acquire a sense of meaning, as speakers and writers, listeners and readers) and of language
change (how meanings alter over time). The study of semantics includes the study of how meaning
is constructed, interpreted, clarified, negotiated and paraphrased. The types of meaning and sense
relations such as polysemy, homonymy, synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy and semantic field all fall
into the scope of semantic study.

Lexicography is the art and science of dictionary making.
In lexicography word is studied as an individual unit in respect
of its meaning and use from the practical point of learning the
language or comprehending texts, or for any other purpose
like checking correct spelling, pronunciation, etc. Different
dictionaries serve very different purposes. Some only give
information about semantics (word meanings, descriptions or
definitions) and orthography (standard spellings). Others give
information about etymology, variants and change of meaning

g7 1)

over time. Besides, a dictionary also serves as a clearing
house of information. In order that these functions be performed adequately, the information in the
dictionaries should be collected from as many sources as possible, and should be authentic and easily
retrievable. Lexicography in this way is an applied science.
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Some Confusing Terms in Lexicology

As noted above, lexicologists study words on a mass scale. We will also use the word vocabulary
interchangeably with lexis. Take note that [exis and vocabulary are uncountable nouns; if you need
to refer to individual items, you should talk about lexical items or vocabulary items. You might also
encounter the term lexicon, which can be used in a couple of ways: It can be used as a more technical
version of Jexis on the one hand and many people use it synonymously with dictionary on the other.
In practical applications, such as language learning, the lexicon is represented by a dictionary, which
lists words alphabetically and provides definition. What must be remembered is that any dictionary
can never be comprehensive in its listing of the lexis of a particular language.

' Contexts Meanings

A. His Chinese vocabulary is rather | (1) The total number of the words in a
limited. language.

B. Most technical jobs use a specialized | (2) All the words used in a particular

Practice 1: vocabulary. historical period.

Do yom ko the (3) All the words of a given dialect
i : ; e words of a given dialect, a

specilic meaning €y MoreinEaEIR roobulary. given book, a given discipline.

of “vocabulary”

ineachcontext? D The English vocabulary is one of the | (4) All the words that an individual person
largest and richest. knows, learns, or uses.

Another issue that sometimes arises is whether bring and brought are two separate words. We
shall say that they are two separate word—forms, but that they represent one lexeme.

A lexeme is an abstract representation of morphological analysis in linguistics, which roughly
corresponds to a set of forms taken by a single word. For example, in the English language, look,
looks, looked and looking are concrete forms of the same lexeme, conventionally written as look. A
lexeme exists regardless of any inflectional endings it may have.

Some lexemes (such as put up with) consist of more than one word. Thus, fibrillate, rain cats and
dogs, and come in are all lexemes, as are elephant, jog, cholesterol, happiness, face the music, and
thousands of other meaningful items in English. The headwords in a dictionary are all lexemes.

We have used the word word extensively, and there is commonsensical obviousness to it. At this
stage we will take the orthographic definition of word, and say that it is an item that, in writing, is
usually separated from other items by spaces.

Please examine the following items, and share your answers to the questions with
your partner.

(1) Semantics (2) dis-
(3) tlentzmsth (4) the

1. Why do you think item (1) is a word, but item (2) is not?

4. What is your definition of WORD?
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Leonard Bloomfield, one of the greatest American linguists, introduced the concept of “minimal
free forms” in 1926. Words are thought of as the smallest meaningful unit of speech that can stand by
themselves. For example, child is a word. We cannot divide it up into smaller units that can convey
meaning when they stand alone. On the basis of this assumption, a tentative definition of word could
be “a minimal free form of a language that has a given sound and meaning and performs syntactic
function.”

" After You Read

Knowledge Focus
1. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1) What is lexicology?
2) How do you understand that lexicology can be both diachronic and synchronic?
3) What are the sub-branches in linguistics that are related to lexicology?
4) What is morphology?
5) What is the etymology of the word etymology?
6) What does the study of semantics include?
7) How is word studied in lexicography?
8) What is the difference between word and vocabulary?
9) What is the difference between word-forms and lexeme?
10) How do you understand “a minimal free form”?

2. Each of the statements below is followed by four alternative answers. Choose the one that
would best complete the statement.
1) Morphology is the branch of grammar which studies the structure or forms of words, primarily

through the use of construct.
A. word B. form
C. morpheme D. root
2) A word is of a language that has a given sound and meaning, and performs certain
syntactic function.
A. a smallest form B. a minimal free form
C. a constituent form D. a part
3) is traditionally defined as the study of the origins and history of the form and meaning
of words.
A. Semantics B. Linguistics
C. Etymology D. Stylistics
4) Semantics is the study of meaning of different levels: lexis, syntax, utterance,
discourse, etc.
A. linguistic B. grammatical
C. arbitrary D. semantic
5) Lexicography shares with lexicology the same problems: the form, meaning, origins and usages
of words, but they have a difference.
A. spelling B. semantic C. pronunciation D. pragmatic
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6) Take is the

of raking, taken and rook.

A. lexis B. word-form

C. lexeme D. lexical item
7) We can use the word vocabulary interchangeable with

A. lexis B. lexeme

C. word D. morpheme
8) refers to the system of spelling in a language.

A. Lexicology
C. Lexicography

9) Many people use the word

A. lexicology
C. lexeme

10) which of the following is NOT a lexeme?

A. hope
C. rely on

B. Morphology
D. Orthography
synonymously with dictionary.

B. lexicon
D. lexical

B. -ceive
D. put up with

3. Match the English terms in Column I with the Chinese meanings in Column II.

I 1
A. lexis a. i) fif
B. lexeme b. i
C. lexicon c. WL, il i
D. lexicology d. i
E. morphology e. 15
F. etymology f. i) L2
G. semantics g. WA
H. lexicography h.

Language Focus
1. Fill in the blanks with the following words you have learned in the text. Change the forms

where necessary.
~ authentic
intievable! -

1) In dictionaries, words are listed according to their

2) Fragmentation can slow your computer and render lost files less
with a perfectly fine defragger.

3) I don’t know if the painting is

4) Any translator will make
book.

5) We are devising our Five-Year Plan and have some

surplus.

. Windows comes

errors as well as errors of tone and spirit while working on a

ideas regarding the excessive trade
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6) Thousands of English words are from Latin.
7) The ancient theories of child language explore the dilemma of nature versus nurture;
that is, whether language is inherent and God-given or learned from environment.
8) We stayed with friends, so our expenses were .
9) The only solution would be to divide the children into groups according to age.
10) This article traces the development of translation theories through a analysis of
perceptions of meaning in different periods of history.

2. Proofreading & Error Correction.
Now, it is clear that the decline of a language

must ultimately have political and economical 1)
causes: it is not due simply to the bad influence of
this or that individual writer. But an affect can 2)
become a cause, reinforce the original cause and 3)
producing the same effect in an intensified form,
and so on indefinitely. A man may take drink 4)
because he feels himself to be a failure, and then
fail all the most completely because he drinks. It is 5)

rather the same thing that is happening to the
English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate

because our thoughts are foolish, but the sloven of 6)
our language makes it easier for us to have foolish
thoughts.

The point 1is that the process 1is irreversible. 7)

Modern English, especially written English, is full
of bad habits which are spread by imitation and
which can be avoided if one is willing to take the
necessary trouble. If one gets rid of these habits
one can think more clearly, and think clearly is a 8)
necessary first step towards political regeneration:
so that the fight, against bad English is not
frivolous and is not the exclusive concerning of 9)
professional writers.
I will come back to this present, and I hope that by that 10)
time the meaning of what 1 have said here
will have become clearer.

3. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

Lexicography is the art and science of dictionary making. In lexicography word is studied as
an individual unit in respect of its meaning and use from the practical point of learning the language
or comprehending texts, or for any other purpose like checking correct spelling, pronunciation, etc.
Different dictionaries serve very different purposes. Some only give information about semantics
(word meanings, descriptions or definitions) and orthography (standard spellings). Others give
information about etymology, variants and change of meaning over time.

7
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An Introduction te English Lexicology

Comprehensive Work 1 _t
1. Do some research and find out the etymology w

of the following words. From ’Lhe Creek,

1) butterfly “poly- " (o) and,

2) eternal “icks' CgWSS hktkehss)
3) fantastic

4) tranquility

5) umbrella

2. How many letters does the word have?

§ What is a word made up of
d 4 letters yet is also made [
up of 3. Although is

| written with 8 letters, and
7 then with 4. Rarely
8 consists of 6, and never is
§ written with 5.

3. Writing
For English learners, vocabulary learning seems to be an insurmountable problem. Describe
your personal experience of learning English vocabulary and offer some vocabulary learning tips to
beginners of English learning. Below are some sample tips.

ontext. Most vocabulary items are learned in context. The more
Iargeir vmbtﬁary you thi have While you are r' i -




