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1. The divine source
Ll

2. The natural-sound source
RS R

3. The oral-gesture source
FiE - PR

4. Glossogenetics
i

FEEL:

W RBE(ER, ARAEROY, HiE - FHRMKER, SHREsE).

FENERS:
I . The divine source
II. The natural-sound source
1. The bow-wow theory
2. The yo-he-ho theory
II. The oral-gesture source
1. Theory
2. Problem
IV. Glossogenetics
1. Definition
2. Physiological adaptation
V. Interactions and transactions
1. Interactional function

2. Transactional function

I . The divine source
[ A LR 05 X
God created Adam and “ whatsoever Adam called every
living creature, that was the name thereof” (Genesis 2:19).
In most religions, there appears to be a divine source who
provides humans with language. In an attempt to rediscover
this original, divine language, a few experiments have been

carried out, with rather conflicting results.
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II. The natural-sound source
(%5 53] B SR S R0 UL B BRI AR G B

Primitive words could have been the imitations of the nat-
ural sounds.
1. The bow-wow theory

(DPrimitive words could have been imitations of the natu-
ral sounds that early humans heard around them.

(2Problem : most of the soundless, abstract entities can’t
be referred to in this theory.
2. The yo-he-ho theory

(DThe sounds of a person involved in physical effort could
be the source of our language, especially when that physical
effort involved several people and had to be coordinated.

@Problem: It doesn’t answer the questions regarding the

origins of the sounds produced.

Ill. The oral-gesture source
1. Theory

The origins of the sounds of language involve a link be-
tween physical gesture and orally produced sound.
2. Problem

It is hard to visualize the actual “oral” aspect which
would mirror such gestures.

IV. Glossogenetics
[ 5 5] 5 BB % 2 UL 8 SC R R & TR
1. Definition

Glossogenetics focuses on the biological basis of the for-
mations and development of human language.

In the evolutionary development, there are certain fea-
tures, best thought of as partial adaptations that appear to be
relevant for speech.

2. Physiological adaptation

Teeth: upright and roughly even in height.

Lips: have much more intricate muscle interlacing and
the resulting flexibility.

Mouth: relatively small, can be opened and closed
quickly.

Larynx: lowered, creating a longer cavity called the
pharynx, and making the sound speech possible.
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Human brain: has the feature of lateralization; divided ARG BARMEHFRAE; X
into a left side and a right side, with control of functions on | B A ZEL P, Pifl4 % B 1

one side or the other. g O
V. Interactions and transactions V. XEIES KR
1. Interactional function 1. XEIfRE
It has to do with how humans use language to interact SRR T NS

V7 R e AT A 32 S R B
FRKEF . BAE. BORL BN R
o MBI B

with each other, socially or emotionally; how they indicate

friendliness, co-operation or hostility, or annoyance, pain, or

pleasure.
2. Transactional function 2. fRiBThEE

Humans use their linguistic abilities to communicate e INREIR MR ALK AES
knowledge , skills and information. RES R4 AR . HERERIE B

L2 REIEFERE

What is the basic idea behind the “yo-heave-ho” theory?

What specific type of claim is made by the “oral-gesture” theory?

What specific features of human teeth and lips make them useful in the production of speech
sounds?

What exactly happened with the larynx and why was it a disadvantage?

What are the two major functions of language, and how do they differ?

SEER

. The sounds produced by humans when exerting physical effort ( grunts) , especially when co-op-
erating with other humans, may be the origins of speech sounds ( “yo-heave-ho” ).

. The patterns of movement in articulation (of tongue, lips) would be the same as gestural move-
ment (of hands) ; hence waving tongue would develop from waving hand.

. Human teeth are upright and roughly even in height; human lips are very flexible because of their
intricate muscle interlacing.

. The larynx moved lower, making it easier for the human (unlike a monkey) to choke on pieces of
food.

. They are “interactional”, which is mainly a social function of language, and “transactional” ,

which is mainly a function involving the communication of knowledge and information.

1.3 ZEMEASHEFIFRE

I. Fill in the blanks.
Language, broadly speaking, is a means of communication.
2. Linguistics is the scientific study of

One general principle of linguistic analysis is the primacy of over writing.
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4

Theory that primitive man made involuntary vocal noises while performing heavy work has been

called the theory.

. Multiple Choice
. Which of the following statement is NOT true? ( K% 7MEiEE R 2008 #ff )

A. Language is a means of vocal communication.
B. Language is instrumental.

C. Language is social and conventional.

. The functions of language do NOT include L (CRGEAMETE2EBE 2008 #F)

A. informative function B. interpersonal function

C. metacognitive function

. The most important sociological use of language is the function, by which people es-

tablish and maintain their status in a society. ( PU2¢¥pE1E# P 2006 B )

A. performative B. interpersonal C. phatic D. metalingual

. True or False

Wherever humans exist, language exists. ( X285 2006 fiff )
Onomatopoeic words can show the arbitrary nature of language. (i€ 2000 fiff)
The bow-wow theory is a theory on the origin of language. ( Ji% #bE1E2% B¢ 2008 ©F)

Onomatopoeic words are totally arbitrary.

. Explain the following terms.

Function

Functionalism

. Short answer questions

Briefly explain how language is (a) systematic, (b) symbolic, and (c¢) social. (Jt#p2011 fiff)
How well, in your opinion, does the word “communication” represent the function of human lan-
guage? (L4} 2008 fiff)
What’s your understanding of language?
Why do we say language is primarily vocal? (JE[ ] A%~ 2009 fiff )
Can you think of some words in English which are onomatopoeic?
Do you think that onomatopoeia indicates a non-arbitrary relationship between form and meaning?
Communication can take many forms, such as sign, speech, body language and facial expres-
sion. Do body language and facial expression share or lack the distinctive properties of human
language?

Essay question

Hlustrate the significance of studying speech sounds in linguisties. ( K% &ME1E2~FE 2008 f)

SEER RGN

Fill in the blanks.
verbal
(R E RO kW FBL.)
language
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4.

(I & xR & I RE . )

speech
(i & 2P LA Sk O Bt iy A 2 45 i )
yo-he-ho

(W 5 BRI TR B, mEme” S il #af . gl PSS F R IR T
U5 AIL ) 55 shist & th B A T 2= i L)

II. Multiple Choice

1.
2.

3.

B EE ARG TR, miR—Magiist.

C M EZRIRERGEEEINGE . HmhfE. [FENEE. BEMITIRE. FATNRE. HEh2h
REFN RN RE -

B i S REZNHSIRER AFRIIRE.

IMl. True or False

W N =

[R—

FoEE RN B S — B Rl Z 5 A B

P nERE S AR RIEER, AR S SHEERA —ERRM,
T EEMERMSETELE", “Erm” S,

F oA AR, SRR & BA —E R

. Explain the following terms.

Funection ; the role language plays in communication (e. g. to express ideas, attitudes) or in parti-
cular social situations (e. g. religious, legal ).

Funectionalism or functional linguistics refers to the study of the forms of language in reference to
their social function in communication. Functionalism tends to explain the forms of language by

attributing a determining role of its function.

. Short answer questions

. First, language is systematic: il consists of recurrent elements which occur in regular patterns of

relationships. All languages have an infinite number of possible sentences, and the vast majority
of all sentences which are used have not been memorized. They are created according to rules or
principles which speakers are usually unconscious of using or even of knowing if they acquired
the language as a young child.

Second, language is symbolic; sequences of sounds or letters do not inherently possess
meaning. The meanings of symbols in a language come through the tacit agreement of a group of
speakers.

Third, language is social: each language reflects the social requirements of the society that
use it, and there is no standard for judging: whether one language is more effective for communi-
cation than another, other than to estimate the success its users may have in achieving the social

tasks that are demanded of them.

(FEIET RGN, RIEMERHEEE)

. We use language for an almost infinite number of purposes, from writing letters to gossiping with

our friends, making speeches and lalking to ourselves in the mirror. But the primary function of
language is to transmit information and to convey commands, feelings and emotions. That is, lan-
guage is a tool of communication. The term *communication™ can be used to cover much of the

5



function of language. This function can be further divided into more specific functions, such as
interactional function and transactional function.

3. Language is a system of vocal symbols used for human communication. Language must be a sys-
tem, since elements in it are arranged according to certain rules, they cannot be combined at
will. Language is arbitrary in the sense that there is no logic connection between the word and the
thing it refers to. Language has symbolic nature: words are associated with objects, actions, ide-
as by convention. For all languages, the primary medium is sound, no matter how well developed
are their writing system. Language is human-specific, it is very different from the communication
system other forms of life possess.

4. Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication. Language is pri-
marily vocal, because sound or speech is the primary medium for all human languages, devel-
oped or “new”. Writing systems came much later than the spoken forms. The fact that small
children learn and can only learn to speak (and listen) before they write (and read) also indi-
cates that language is primarily vocal, rather than written. The term “human” in the definition is
meant to specify that language is human specific.

5. Creak: the sound made by a badly oiled door when it opens.

Cuckoo; the call of cuckoo.

Bang: a sudden loud noise.

Roar: a deep loud continuing sound.

Buzz: a noise of buzzing.

Hiss: a hissing sound.

Neigh; the long and loud cry that a horse makes.
Mew : the noise that a gull makes.

Bleat: the sound made by a sheep, goat or calf.

6. No matter whether you say “Yes” or “No”, you cannot deny that onomatopoeia needs arbitrari-
ness. Before we feel a word is onomatopoeic we should first know which sound the word imitates.
In order to imitate the noise of flying mosquitoes, there are many choices like “ murmurous™ and
“murderous”. They both bear more or less resemblance to the genuine natural sound, but *“mur-
murous” is fortunately chosen to mean the noise while “murderous” is chosen to mean something
quite different. They are arbitrary as signifiers.

7. On the whole, body language and facial expression lack most of the distinctive properties of hu-
man language such as duality, displacement, creativity and so on. Body language exhibits arbi-
trariness a little hit. For instance, nod means “OK/YES” for us but in Arabian world it is equal
to saying “NO”. Some facial expressions have non-arbitrariness because they are instinctive such
as the cry and laugh of a newborn infant.

VI. Essay question

Language is first and foremost a “system of vocal symbols”. Human beings are capable of mak-
ing all kinds of sounds, but only some of these sounds have become units in the language sys-
tem, as we have seen in the discussion of language speech sounds had existed long before writ-

ing was invented, and even today, in some parts of the world, there are still languages that have



no writing systems. Therefore, the study of speech sounds is a major part of linguistics.
Analysis of speech sounds can be approached on two levels: phonetics and phonology. The
formal deals with speech organs and their functions, speech sounds, waves carrying speech
sounds, analysis and processing of the sounds by the listener. The latter is concerned with the
organization of speech within specific languages, or with the systems and patterns of sounds that
occur in particular languages. Both phonetics and phonology are main branches of linguistics.
To study speech sounds, linguistics need to analyze the minute processes and activities of
the speaker and explain the way speech organs move to convey meaning. The theory and meth-
ods thus developed can be applied to numerous other fields. For example, people who work in
recording, language description and language teaching all have some interest in phonetic knowl-
edge while those who work in audiology, speech therapy and speech pathology must have a solid

foundation in phonetics and phonology.
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The development of writing
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FERNERS:
I. Pictograms and ideograms
1. Pictogram ( pictographic writing)
2. Ideogram (ideographic writing)
3. The distinction between pictogram and ideogram
II. Logograms
1. Logogram (logographic writing)
2. Two examples
3. Advantages and disadvantages

. Rebus writing

=

. Syllabic writing

V. Alphabetic writing
1. The definition of alphabetic writing
2. Consonantal alphabet

VI. Written English

SR BEME EFAEZR R

I . Pictograms and ideograms
[ 53 ) SOE SCF MR SCF (58 LB 5[]
1. Pictogram ( pictographic writing)

When some of the pictures came to represent particular
images in a consistent way, we can begin to describe the prod-
uct as a form of picture-writing, or pictograms.

It is a way of writing in which a picture/drawing of an ob-
ject is used to represent the object,

2. Ideogram (ideographic writing)

The picture developed as more abstract and used other
than its entity is considered to be part of a system of idea-writ-
ing, or ideogram.

It is a way of writing in which each symbol represents a

concept.
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3. The distinction between pictogram and ideogram

The distinction between pictograms and ideograms is a
difference in the relationship between the symbol and the entity
it represents. The more * picture-like’ forms are pictograms,
the more abstract, derived forms are ideograms.

II. Logograms
[ 5 5 iEAR BB i OBk
1. Logogram (logographic writing)

It is a way of writing in which each symbol represents a
word.

The relationship between the written form and the object
it represents has become arbitrary.

2. Examples

(D Cuneiform; a way of writing created by pressing a
wedge-shaped implement into soft clay.

(@Characters; forms used in Chinese writing.

3. Advantages and disadvantages

(DAdvantages: Two different dialects can be based on the
same writing system.

(@Disadvantages : There is vast number of different writ-
ten forms.

Il. Rebus writing
[ 5 5 ) i i 5 5 ) S

It evolves a process whereby the symbol used for an entity
comes to be used for the sound of the spoken word used for
that entity.

It is a way of writing in which a pictorial representation of
an object is used to indicate the sound of the word for that ob-
ject.

IV. Syllabic writing
[FR]ETHEERE X

When a writing system employs a set of symbols which re-
present the pronunciations of syllables, it is described as syl-
labic writing.

V. Alphabetic writing
[ B M) FREGEMNE X
1. The definition of alphabetic writing
It is a way of writing in which one symbol represents one

sound segment.
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