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PREFACE

This textbook is intended for use with a bilingual teaching course of laboratory
physics in universities for the students majoring in physics. It contains thirty-eight
fundamental physics experiments, twenty-three projects and twelve PASCO
experiments. The textbook provides more than sufficient experiments for a full
three semester program, allowing the instructor to choose experiments consistent
with their preference and available equipment.

The experiments are designed for a three hour laboratory period. Each
experiment contains a complete list of required apparatus, a statement of the
objectives of the experiment, a brief description of the theory, and directions for
the experimental procedures. A description of the operation and use of the
apparatus is included in most of the experiments. The questions that follow each
experiment are designed to aid the students in making more careful observations
and interpret the results. Forms on which the data and results may be recorded are
included with most of the experiments. The instructor may choose to have the
students make their own data forms and not use the ones provided. Vocabulary is
attached to help the Chinese students to clearly understand the corresponding
Chinese meanings of the scientific terminology.

As the primary instructional resource for the students, the textbook naturally
plays a great role, and a central goal of this textbook and the bilingual teaching
course is to help students develop practical skills as well as improve their
professional English ability. Although this textbook is as much as possible in
keeping with the content of the original Chinese textbook{ K24 FHELEG) |, we try
our best to imitate the style of the original English edition to make the content easy
to understand by using simple and fluent English. In some parts of the textbook,
we even copy from the original English materials to avoid our Chinglish. We believe

that it will not be too difficult for Chinese students to use as a textbook.
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Of course, our work is never done. We hope to continue to receive comments
and suggestions from our readers so that we can improve the textbook and correct
any errors. If you find any errors or have any suggestions for improvements in the
textbook , please send us a note at wanglixiang@ bjut. edu. ¢n, or contact the author

directly who is responsible for the specific experiment ( See Table 1).

Table 1 Detailed information of the authors

Author Email Contents

Introduction, 1.1, 1.2, 1.7, 1.8, 1.10, 1.11, 1.12, 2.0,
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4.7,4.8,4.10~4.19, 4.21, 4.22, 4.23 | Appendix

Wang Lixiang | wanglixiang@ bjut. edu. cn
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Liu Liying liuliying@ bjut. edu.en  (2.10, 5.2, 5.6,5.7, 5.8, 5.11, 5.12
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Technology and the Publishing House of BJUT. We are grateful to many of our colleagues for
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INTRODUCTION

The student should read the entire introduction very carefully since references to it will be made

in many sections of this book.

0.1 General Laboratory Instructions

0.1.1 Purpose of the Physics Laboratory

Physics is an experimental science. The theoretical concepts and relationships introduced in the
lecture part of the course describe the general nature and behavior of real phenomena. They
were discovered by careful observation and thoughtful analysis of actual experiments. Genuine
(EIEH) understanding entails (5% ) being able to relate the abstract ideas to the particular
facts to which they correspond.

The premise( Fij$&) of the scientific method is that nature is the ultimate judge of the truth
of any physical theory. Indeed , experiments designed to prove certain ideas have often ended up
showing them to be wrong. Consequently, all physical concepts must be verified experimentally
if they are to be accepted as representing laws of nature.

Accordingly , the introductory physics laboratories have the following purposes and goals:

(1) To provide an experimental foundation for the theoretical concepts introduced in the
lectures. It is important that students have an opportunity to verify some of the ideas for
themselves.

(2) To familiarize students with experimental apparatus({{#%) ,the scientific method , and
methods of data analysis so that they will have some idea of the inductive process by
which the ideas were originated. To teach how to make careful experimental
observations , how to think about and draw conclusions from such data.

(3) To introduce the methods used for estimating and dealing with experimental
uncertainties ( AN 5 & ) , including simple ideas in probability theory (#E#i£) and
the distinctions between random ( statistical) and systematic “errors”. This is essential

in understanding what valid conclusions can be deduced from experimental data and
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that, properly obtained, these conclusions are valid, notwithstanding ( R 4 ) the
uncertainty of the data.

(4)To learn how to write a technical report which communicates scientific information in a
clear and concise( f3jJ% ) manner.

(5) To introduce new concepts and techniques which have a wide application in
experimental science,but have not been introduced in the standard courses. These may
require that the student consult additional textbooks.

The laboratory is not a contest whose object is to get the “right answer”. The purpose is to
learn how to gain knowledge by looking at reality, not an attempt to make reality conform to
preconceptions ( 48 ) . The important thing is to learn how to be observant (3 T WMZLH]) ,to
really see what happens, and to deal with this information with the strictest integrity ( {55 ).
And to understand , or learn to understand ,the meaning of what happens. Even if you get results
totally at variance with( Fl-+---- AFF) theory(as may happen due to a mistake,or a systematic
uncertainty) you will get a high grade if you report it honestly and demonstrate that you
understand what you did and how your results occurred. (If you have trouble interpreting your
results , contact your instructor( Z{Jifi ) for help. ) On the other hand, if you get perfect agreement
with theory by falsifying (f}i) your data you will fail.

0.1.2 Instructions

The instructions (#§5+45) for each experiment include some basic theory on the phenomenon to be
investigated and a description of the procedure ( # 3§ ) to be used. You should study these
carefully before coming to the laboratory to avoid waste of valuable laboratory time figuring out
what should be done. You will be told well in advance which experiments are to be performed
(52) and the date for which each is scheduled ( 7l 5 ) so that there will be time for
preparation.

The instructions for each experiment include a list of the required equipment( %% ) ,and
the necessary equipment will be laid out at each assigned place in the laboratory. You should
check this list against the items on the workbench( TAE5) to make sure everything necessary
is there and in good condition. Anything missing or broken should be reported to the instructor
or assistant( B1#() at once. At the end of the period, check the apparatus again and leave it
neatly arranged. Do not disturb other equipment that may be in the room but is not a part of
your present experiment. Always abide by ( J<F) any precautions (%45 ) that your instructor
may have given you regarding the proper handling ($#4{E) of the equipment. Delicate ( ¥5 % i)
equipment may be easily damaged.

Before beginning the experimental work always read the entire procedure to get a general

idea of what is to be done. Work quietly and attempt to make the most careful observations
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possible by adjusting (J&77) the equipment so that it will give its best possible performance (14
fi£) . The instructor will discuss any required special instructions needed for the apparatus being
used , including precautions and perhaps some special techniques which should be used to get
the best results. The instructor may also choose to discuss the underlying theory( FEA< 3 ) at
the start of the laboratory period and discuss the results at the end of the laboratory period.

Record all the observations and data directly in the blank tables provided for this purpose
in each experiment. Do not use pencil or correction fluid ({&1E# ), and the record must
not be erased. If a mistake is made,draw a line through the measurement (Il &{f) and place
the corrected value above. Do not use “scratch” ( 5§ ) data sheets from which data are to be
transcribed (%5 ) onto the blank ones. Very neat data sheets can be made out this way, but
mistakes can also creep in (1§14 {E#F ). The instructor is interested in an original data record
(IR HEIC ) and is willing to put up with( Z.3%) a certain amount of sloppy ( ¥ 5 f)
penmanship (435 ) in order to see the direct recording of the actual data taken in the
laboratory. Be honest in making and recording observations. Record data as indicated by your
equipment and not as you thought they were supposed to be. Copy no data, conclusions, or
computations from any source. If your results seem to be outside the limits predicted by the
experimental uncertainties, recheck ( F§#% %) your measurements and computations. If this does
not give the answer, make the best possible explanation for the discrepancy ( 2 5 ). The
original data record must be presented to the instructor to be checked and initialed ( %
4, ) before you leave the lab. This permits obvious errors to be found. The copy of the original
data record is to be included with your lab report.

Do not hesitate to discuss any details of the experiment with the laboratory instructor during
the laboratory period. You may want to question certain procedures or suggest improvements in
the method. A good question may be more important than a good answer.

The data should be followed by sample calculations showing the method of obtaining the
results. Each set of calculations should be headed by the pertinent (% X HJ) equation so that
anyone reading the report can see what mathematical operations ( % %: iz &) are being
performed and why. State all formulas(/A3) . Identify all symbols. Substitute ( :{t;) one set of
data into each different formula. When stating results , express answers with proper units and the
range of uncertainty if the experiment requires precision analysis ( ¥§ & 43 #7). Watch your
number of significant figures (45 %{4F ) . Number the steps followed so that your approach may
be easily understood by the instructor. An electronic calculator ( B, Fi1E#%) of your own may
and indeed should be used, but be careful. Erroneous ( 5% 1% ] ) entries produce erroneous
results ,and all numbers should be looked at to be sure no careless mistake has crept in. A quick
order-of-magnitude ( (& %% ) check by hand is sometimes useful.

When reporting graphical results, show carefully slope( %} ) calculations and the values

obtained from the axes of the graphs. List the numerical results as found in the computation
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outline. If the results are qualitative ( EYE[]) , describe briefly.
Many of the questions at the end of each experiment are intended to stimulate thought and
to guide the student in drawing conclusions concerning the results. These questions are to be

answered in discussion style. Use proper English so that communication between you and a

reader will not be impeded (BH II-) .

0.1.3 Lab Logbooks

One of the vital skills of a scientist is the ability to keep a good record of his or her work. The
skill is hard to develop, but eventually it becomes a good habit. Your bound logbook is a
permanent record of all the work you do during and after the lab. It is much more than a simple
collection of numbers—it should also show the setup for each experiment,describe briefly the
procedure , list all your measurements, show the steps in your analysis,and answer the assigned
questions, etc. Additional material such as computer generated graphs, photos, and copies of
shared data may be pasted into the logbook as necessary. At the conclusion of any experiment,
it should be possible to extract a written lab report easily from the notebook.

The instructions below should be followed for lab loghook ( S5 TAEICFKA) write up:

(1) Use a bound notebook with numbered pages. Don’t use loose sheets of paper. Extra
material ,such as computer printout, photographs, etc. ,may be pasted or taped into the
book.

(2) Skip the first page or two to use for a Table of Contents( H%).

(3) Each new lab should start on a fresh right-hand page. The name of the experiment,the
date,and your lab partner’s name (if any) should be clearly visible at the top of the
first page of each experiment’s entry.

(4) Enter the following information at the beginning of each experiment: a) the purpose of
the experiment; b) the apparatus used; c) the theory of the experiment. Generally a
few words in the loghook describing what you intend to do should precede the actual
data set at each stage of the experiment.

(5) Literally ( 22 FH#b) writing down what you are doing in as succinct ( f&j{#if)) a manner
as possible. Full sentences and good grammar are not necessary. It also is not
necessary to reproduce in detail the procedure described in the experiment write-up,
but just summarize each step as you go through it. It is insufficient, however,to have a
page splattered with numbers, calculations, and tables. Those numbers and calculations
must be embedded in a “verbal” context so that it’s clear what each entry is. Note the
relevant experimental conditions and record any unusual events that might affect the
experimental data,like someone accidentally turning on a light when your experiment

was supposed to be done in a darkened room.
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(6) The data should be tabulated( %13 ) as it is taken,whenever possible. Then,if a good
result is to be obtained , the quality of the data should be determined before leaving the
laboratory. The data should be checked for consistency, by repeating a portion of the
measurement. Any important graphs, calculations, or estimates of uncertainties should
be done before finishing the experiment to ensure that the data is “good” and
sufficient.

(7) The log book should be written in ink,since penciled writing can be erased or lost. If
you want to delete something, cross it out such that it can still be read rather than
erasing it. You may find out later that you want to know this information after all. You
should never tear out pages from your logbook !

(8) Each student must keep an individual loghook though you will sometimes work in
pairs.

(9) The loghook for each experiment has to be signed off (27455 ) at the end of each
session. This signature will serve to confirm that the work has been completely
satisfactorily. Marks will be deducted( $11[5) if it is found that you have altered your
original data record outside of laboratory hours. The logbook must be presented for
grading one week after you complete the experiment. Because of the grading schedule,
you will need to buy two logbooks dedicated to this course alone. You will be working
in one while the instructor is grading the other.

(10) Do not use red pen in your lab loghook ,because the instructor will use red pen to grade.

The crucial test of a good logbook is that it provides you ( not the instructor!) with a

complete record of everything that you have done so that long afterwards you can recall all
relevant facts. The technique of keeping a good lab loghook is a very useful skill to develop.
Professional scientists and engineers routinely maintain detailed loghooks of their experiments.
In industry,these records are used as legal documents (£ #:3EH) to substantiate claims of
original discoveries and subsequent patent rights (% F|#2). In the research lab, many a Nobel
Prize(#5 U1 /R*) has been won based on unexpected findings that were first recorded in a
logbook as an oddball ( &) observation and later found to be important. The results in this
class probably won’t get you a trip to Stockholm (355} /K ) ,but we are going to get you into
the habit of keeping a good experimental logbook so you will be ready when that “eureka” ( #

BETE“HRR] T ) moment arrives.

0.1.4 The Report

The following elements should be included in a formal lab report:
1. Title and authors.

2. The purpose of the experiment. Give an extremely short (only a few sentences)
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