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GENESIS

it

y'clje,nzs«\s |

INTRODUCTION

The name Genesis means “origin”. The book tells about the creation of
the universe, the origin of mankind, the beginning of sin and suffering in
the world, and about God’s way of dealing with mankind.

While this book tells stories about people, it is first and foremost an

account of what God has done. It begins with the aﬂé%mgtiorf tﬁﬁ){ m(ZQg n/
created the universe, and it ends with a promise that God %l cb'%i inue to

show his concern for his people. Throughout the book the main character
is God, who judges and punishes those who do wrong, leads and helps his
people, and shapes their history. This ancient book was written to record
the story of a people’s %E\h and to help keep that faith alive.
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The Story of Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth. "Now the earth was form-
less and empty, darkness was over the sur—b
face of the deep, and the Spjrit of God was
overing over the waters. >’And God said, “Let
:I\é]%é be light,” and there was light.

*God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. *God
called the light “day,” and the darkness he
called “night.” And there was evening, and
there was morning—the first day.

®And God said, “Let there be an expanse_ ,
between the waters to separate watz P?v&ﬂ
water.” ’So God made the expanse and sepa-
rated the water under the expanse from the
water above it. And it was so. 3God called the
expanse “sky.” And there was evening, there
was morning—the second day.

?And God said, “Let the water under the
sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. 1°God called
the dry ground “land,” and the gathered wa-
ters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was
good.

""Then God said, “Let the land produce
v?/ge(tqt'ion.: _s«leed-bearing plants and trees on
the 1. rlldtt‘lel ? {;Lar fruit with seed in it, accord-

ing to their various kinds.” And it was so.
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"2The land produced vegetation: plants bear-
ing seed according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good. *And
there was evening, there was morning—the
third day.

“And God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark
seasons and days and years, “and let them be
lights in the expanse of the sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so. '*God made two
rn the day

ight. He
also made the stars. ’God set them in the ex-

great lights—the greater light to
and the lesser light to govern t

panse of the sky to give light on the earth, '3to
govern the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness. God saw that it was good.
19And there was evening, and there was morn-

ing—the fourth day. B
T

N
2And God said, “Let the water tegnl \gv:@l

living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the expanse of the sky.” *'Sc God
created the great creatures of the sea and ev-
ery living and moving thing with which the
water teems according to their kinds, and ev-
ery wj ged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. *God blessed them and
said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and
fill the water in the seas, and let the birds in-
crease on the earth.” And there was evening,
and there was morning-the fifth day.

2And God said, “Let the land produce liv-

ing creatures according to their kinds:
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lizy’s%)ck, creatures that move along the
ground, and wild animals, each according to
its kind.” And it was so. *God made the wild
animals according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the creatures
that move along the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our
¢ i{nz} e, in our likeness, and let them rule over

1 hnsand
tﬂe géh of the sea and the birds of the air, over

the livestock, over all the earth, and over all
the creatures that move along the ground.”

*’So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.

%God blessed them and said to them, “Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and Sl%lj)qd”:le it. Rule over the fish of the sea
and th?

creature that moves on the ground.”

bﬁ“rds of the air and over every living

¥Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole earth
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.
They will be yours for food. *°And to all the
beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air
and all the creatures that move on the ground—
everything that has the breath of life in it—1I
give every green plant for food.” And it was
SO0.

*'God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. And there was evening, and there
was morning—the sixth day.
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2 Thus the heavens and the earth were
completed in all their yast array. 2By the sev-
enth day God had finiShed t ork he had
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested
from all his work. *And God blessed the sev-
enth day and made it holy, because on it he
rested from all the work of creating that he
had done.
“This is the a%o &

earth when they were created.

i )

192lom| %
Adam and Eve

When the L God made the earth and
the heavens— 5%%% of the field had yet
appeared on the e d no plant of the field
had yet sprung up, the LORD God had not
sent rain on the earth and there was no man to

)
of the heavens and the

work the ground, ®but streams came up from
the earth and watered the whole surface of the
ground-"and the LORD God formed man
from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his ngtrils the breath of life, and man became
a livingbeing.

$Now the LORD God had planted a garden
in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man
b haid oo %éﬂﬁn?i RD God made all
kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees

that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.

In the middle of the garden were the tree of life
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and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 4, livl]

19A river watering the garden flowed from
Eden; and from there it dgtdg ~Jt had four
headstreams. "'The name 0f the first is the
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Pishon; it winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. '*(The gold of
that land is good; argmatic rgsin and opyx are
also there.) *The nai (;f (l?zﬂgécondgj{/xgr is
the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of
Cush. "“The name of the third river is the Tigris;
it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.

The LORD God took the man and put him
in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care
of it. 'YAnd the LORD God commanded the
man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; '"but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you
eat of it you will surely die.”

"The LORD God said, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. I will make a helper suit-
able for him.”

Now the LORD God had formed out of the
ground all the beasts of the field and all the
birds of the air. He brought them to the man to
see what he would name them; and whatever
the man called each living creature, that was
its name. *°So the man gave names to all the
livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts
of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found.
*'So the LORD God caused the man to fall into
a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, He
took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the
place with flesh. 22Thehn % LORD God made
a woman from the rib He had taken out of the
man, and He brought her to the man.

»The man said, “This is now bone of my
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[

bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”
%For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh.
2The man and his wife were both naked,

and they feit no shame. i

The Disobedience
of Man

3 Now the sexpent was more ‘c§ éﬁ?han

any of the wild #nimals the LOR had
made. He said to the woman,“Dld God really
say, ‘you must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?”

>The woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat fruit from the trees in the garden, *but God
did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, and you
must not touch it, or you will die.”

4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said
to the woman. *For God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

*When the woman saw that the fruit of the
tree was good for food and \Bl\";a\s/iﬂgvto the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she
took some?% Q%e it. She also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
"Then the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they realized they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings
for themselves.
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Then the man and his wife heard the sound
of the LORD God as He was walking in the
garden iﬁ}h&gﬁ%@kg d\a}y, and they hid from
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
°But the LORD God called to the man, “Where
are you?”

"?He answered, “I heard you in the garden,
and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

"' And He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?”

"?The man said, “The woman you put here
with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree,
and I ate it.”

“Then the LORD God said to the woman,
“What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me,
and I ate.” VB

'*So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Be-
cause you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all the livestock

and all the wild animals!

You will cawl on your belli

and you will eat dust

all the days of your life.

*And I will put enmity 75 |7,

between you and the woman,

and between your offsg:'mf and hers;

he will ¢ sh | your hea
e his heel. Jy,pf¥ v

e said,

and you Ts
1To the woman
“I will greatly increase your pains in

childbearing;
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with pain you will give birth to children.

Your desire will be for your husband and
he will \r(u\l/emoyg\r_ you.”

"To Adam He said, “Because you listened
to your wife and ate from the tree about which
I commanded you, you must not eat of it,
“Cursed is the ground because of you;

through painful toil you will eat of it

all the days of“‘f r life.

8]t will produce t@o;ﬁk
a

s ,

R L"F? ")
and thkst es for
you, and you will eat tﬂ%’

nts of the field.
"By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
food until you return to%é”ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return.” Adam named his wife Eve,
because she would become the mother of all
the living.

2'The LORD God made garments of skin
for Adam and his wife and clo [g‘e;(’f them.

22And the LORD God said, “The man has
now become like one of Us, knowing good

and evil. He must not be allowed to reach
out his hand and take also from the tree of
life and eat, and live forever.” 2*So the LORD
God banished him from the Garden of Eden
to work the ground from which he had been
taken. 2*After He drove the man out, he placéd
on the east side of the Garden of Eden cheru-
bim and a flaming sword flashing back and
forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

The Wickedness of Man-
kind

6 When men began to increase in number
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on the earth and daughters were born to them,
*the sons of God saw that the daughters of men
were beautiful, and they married any of them
they chose. *Then the LORD said, “My Spirit
will not contend with man forever, for he is
mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty
years.”

*The Nephilim were on the earth in those
days—and also afterward—when the sons of
God went to the daughters of men and had chil-
dren by them. They were the heroes of old,
men of renown.

The LORD saw how great man’s wicked-
ness on the earth had become, and that every

'E/‘;Q&rinclination of the thoughts of his heart was

only evil all the time. “The LORD was grieved| V)

that He had made man on the earth, and His
heart was filled with pain. ’So the LORD said,
“I will wipe mankind, whom I have created,
from the face of the earth—men and animais,
and creatures that move along the ground, and
birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have
made them.” *But Noah found favor in the eyes
of the LORD.

Noah

°This is the account of Noah.

Noah was a ri hteous man, blameless
among the people (%I"IJS time, and he walked
with God. '"Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham
and Japheth. Tt

""Now the earth was co#ﬁbf)t in God’s sight
and was full of violence. ?God saw how cor-

10

FHEsHEn, FHFEAE T L2 T
BERAXNLFEN, REMND
ERNMEFSEL, EEUE R
HRAEE5AXE, BHEMNZA
A NNEFGFEEE—5 =
T%"

R —RIBE, HhEH
WTEA—F "7 RAXH
TFFRETHER, IIRER
BIZEFI B Ao

S EFBERNALEBEEKR, X
HEATOIRER, ¢ LH/EEE
caEf EET A, RG, 715
"HEMDE EERIEAENA
%X, hEHREE REFKS,
BARBSE T, T2 EE
ERET,

E AR

ST RETHHE,

BIRERS, BENE—
A, R EFHEBEIHR T,
PETHE=NILF—R. & H#
Fo

" EFIR P EH— IR
MAEFHRN 2 LEBERLFRIES

Bible Stories



D

rupt the earth had become, for all the people
on earth had corrupted their ways. *So God
said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all
people, for the earth is filled with violence be-
cause of them. I am surely going to destroy
both them and the earth. “So make yourself
an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and
coat it with p1tc}% inside and out. 'SThis is how
you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet

long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. '“Make a

roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches“fﬁj

of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and
ecks. 'l am
arth to de-
stroy all life under the heavens, every creature
that has the breath of life in it. Everything on
earth will fenoﬂ
ey
enant wi

you and your sons and your wife and your sons’

make lower, middle and upper

going to bring floodwaters on the
”‘But I will establish my cov-

wives with you. ?You are to bring into the ark
two of all living creatures, male and female,
to keep them alive with you. **Two of every
kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of
every kind of creature that moves along the
ground will come to you to be kept alive. > You
are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten
and store it away as food for you and for them.”

2Noah did everything just as God com-
manded him.

The Flood

7 The LORD said to Noah, “Go into the
ark, you and your whole family, because I have

and you w11f%‘1¥ter the ark—
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found you righteous in this generation. >Take
with you seven of every kind of clean animal,
a male and its mate, and two of every kind of
unclean animal, a male and its mate, *and also
seven of every kind of bird, male and female,
to keep their various kinds alive throughout
the earth. “Seven days from now I will send
rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights,
and I will wipe from the face of the earth ev-
ery living creature I have made.”

*And Noah did all that the LORD com-
manded him.

‘Noah was six hundred years old when the
floodwaters came on the earth. ’And Noah and
his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives en-
tered the ark to escape the waters of the flood.
8Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds
and of all creatures that move along the ground,
°male and female, came to Noah and entered
the ark, as God had commanded Noah. '°’And
after the seven days, the floodwaters came on
the earth.

"In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life,
on the seventeenth day of the second month—
on that day all the springs of the great deep
burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens
were opened. '>And rain fell on the earth forty
days and forty nights.

130n that very day Noah and his sons, Shem,
Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and
the wives of his three sons, entered the ark.
"“They had with them every wild animal ac-
cording to its kind, all livestock according to
their kinds, every creature that moves along
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the ground according to its kind and every bird
according to its kind, everything with wings.

I5Pairs of all creatures that have the breath
of life in them came to Noah and entered the
ark. '“The animals going in were male and fe-
male of every living thing, as God had com-
manded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.

7For forty days the flood kept coming on
the earth, and as the waters increased, they
lifted the ark high above the earth. *The wa-
ters rose and increased greatly on the earth,
and the ark floated on the surface of the water.
“They rose greatly on the earth, and all the
high mountains under the entire heavens were
covered. The waters rose and covered the
mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.
2'Every living thing that moved on the earth
perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the
creatures that swarm over the earth, and all
mankind. 2Everything on dry land that had the
breath of life in its nostrils died. ZEvery liv-
ing thing on the face of the earth was wiped
out; men and animals and the creatures that
move along the ground and the birds of the air
were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was
left, and those with him in the ark.

24The waters flooded the earth for a hun-
dred and fifty days.

The End of the Flood

8 But God remembered Noah and all the
wild animals and the livestock that were with
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