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English Translation
Lesson 11

Tang (1)

The Tang Dynasty flourished for a long time and was at its peak for more than 100 years starting
from the reign of Emperor Taizong to Emperor Xuanzong. During this period of time, Tang was the
richest and most prosperous country in the world. It was politically stable, culturally developed, and

had a powerful military force.

The An-Shi Rebellion

During the later part of his reign, Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty lived an extremely
luxurious life. A demonstration of the kind of life lived by the imperial family is seen in the instance
of the hiring of 700 silk weavers and embroiderers to serve only them in the palace. He favored Lady
Yang most and didn’t care about national affairs. He appointed Yang Guozhong, the cousin of Lady
Yang, as his Prime Minister to manage the country in his stead. This led to disorder and corruption in

the entire country.
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