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About the Author

Cao Zhibo, graduated from Art College of Harbin Normal University (HNU),
majoring in oil painting in 1982 with a B.A. degree and remained there teaching.
Becoming a professor in 1999, he has been the dean of the Fine Arts Department,
Oil Painting Department and Art Education Department, post-graduate tutor and
academic leader in HNU. He is now the member of China Artists Association
and China Oil Painting Society, director of Heilongjiang Artists Association
and Heilongjiang Watercolor Society and judging panel of the 9th National Art
Exhibition. Currently, he works in Guangdong Jiaying University as a professor and
director of the Fine Arts College, one of the top teachers in Guangdong, director
of Hakka Art Institute, vice chairman of Hakka Institute, member of Guangdong
Artists Association, director of Guangdong Watercolor Society and Guangdong
Art and Design Education Committee. He was chosen as one of the top experts
in Meizhou and approved to receive the State allowance. Exhibitions attended
and prizes won include: an excellent work prize, the 2nd National Art Exhibition
for Art Teachers; National Youth Watercolor Exhibition; the 8th and 9th National
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Art Exhibition; the 16th National Art Exhibition for Young Artists’ Recent Works; a
1st prize, Heilongjiang Art Competition; a silver prize, Heilongjiang Art Exhibition
for Celebrating the 50-year Achievements of the Province; the 2nd Guangdong
Contemporary Oil Painting Show; a bronze prize, the 3rd Guangdong Watercolor
Exhibition; a best-work prize, the 2nd Watercolor Exhibition for Members of
Guangdong Watercolor Society; the 3rd Guangdong Contemporary Oil Painting
Show. He acquired a design patent for the logo “The World Hakka”. Books
published include: Sketches by Cao Zhibo, Watercolors and Oils by Cao Zhibo,
Sketches by Cao Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Oils by Cao Zhibo—Chinese
Hakka Houses, Sketches by Cao Zhibo—OIld Hakka Residence of Huang
Zunxian, Watercolors by Cao Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Drawings by Cao
Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Paintings by Cao Zhibo—Modern Chinese Hakka
Landscape, Chinese Hakka Architecture Art. He is the chief editor of Collection of
Paintings of Chinese Hakka Customs.
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Preface

The Hakka are a subgroup of the Han Chinese people who live predominantly
in the provinces of Guangdong, Jiangxi, and Fujian in China. Hakka houses are
various in style and different in characteristic with profound philosophy. They can
fully embody the harmony between man and nature with beautiful architectural
layout and structure so as to unify the environment. What really counts is their
cultural connotation. Scholars and architects from home and abroad are surprised
at these styles of residence, such as the square house, round house, five-phoenix
house and circled-dragon house (wei long wu.).

Prof. Cao Zhibo is an artist born in Heilongjiang. Indulged in the research on
Hakka architecture, he has been to the Hakka areas since 2001 to depict the plain
but beautiful Hakka houses. Appreciating these paintings, we may feel fresh and
thoughtful. Included in this book is the accumulation of his fruitful works in the past
seven years entitled Chinese Hakka Architecture Art published by People’s Fine Arts
Publishing House. Viewing this book, we are bound to have a further understanding
of the charm of Hakka houses and Chinese culture. | write down these remarks as
the preface of this book.

Wu Qingzhou
October 6, 2008, Guangzhou
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Postscript

Chinese Hakka Architecture Art is a collection published after | live, experience
and explore in Guangdong, Fujian and Jiangxi for eight years. My hardship and
happiness in these years can be seen in each work.| think it pays to depict and
reveal these great architectural works with enthusiasm, sincerity and joy.

| was born in Harbin in June 1956, a city in the Northeast. During the 10-year
Cultural Revolution, as a teenager, | got lost and wandered in the streets aimlessly.
Fortunately, | was fond of painting and capable of describing the western-style
buildings around me joyfully. Since then, | have been interested in architecture art.
In my memory, my grandmother used to explain to those who stared at me with
strange expressions, “My grandson draws so many buildings just because he loves
his home. He has no other aim.” When | recall what my grandma said, | feel she is
quite right. Houses are the home of human beings.

Time flies. An era passed. In February, 1982, | graduated from Harbin Normal
University and remained there teaching oils. By years of academic training, my
interests in architecture art increase day by day. Hence, at the age of 40, my
wife and | moved from North to South and settled down in Meizhou, Guangdong
Province. That was eight years ago. Living in the Hakka area, | am addicted to
drawing and seeking the unique houses here and finished 500 works in the eight
years. In this book, 120 sketches revealing the ancient houses in Guangdong,
Fujian and Jiangxi are included to dedicate to the society. At present, Hakka
architecture has become a cultural phenomenon with Chinese characteristics
drawing the world attention. The publishment of this book is what | can do for the
cultural course and what | want to say to Hakka architecture. These paintings with
shape but no sound are my profound understanding to Chinese culture. Viewing
these Hakka houses located in mountains is enjoyable. At that moment, | am eager
to record what | want to express in my paintings.

The Hakka, as an excellent subgroup of the Han Chinese people, have gone
through thousands of years. Its culture is an important part in Chinese 5000-year
civilization, deserving to be inherited and developed. Although | don’t belong to
them, we live in the same nation. For years, the Hakkas call me a “new Hakka”. |
am delighted to accept this name because | have been absorbed in Hakka culture.
Now, | want to thank those who make this book possible. First, | want to thank
the leaders in Meizhou municipal government and Jiaying University for their help
and support. Thanks to Prof. Wu Qingzhou from South University of Science and

Technology who write the preface to add more academic value to this book. | am
also grateful to Hu Jiang, a famous painter, sculptor and calligrapher, for his help
and comments. Thanks to People’s Publishing House . At last, | want to thank my
wife who accompanies me to explore in the Hakka areas so that | have enough
confidence to accomplish this course. | feel much relieved to publish this book.
Hakkas are a worthy book with no end. There still exist many things to be explored
and researched, which is regarded as a responsibility and the demand of the times.

Cao Zhibo
March 12, 2009, Meizhou (the World Hakka Capital)
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