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To Our Dear English
Language Learners

We encourage you on your path to English fluency. This book is created to help you advance
your ability in reading, writing and speaking English. Although learning a language is a lot of work,
it also can be an exciting adventure. Your future life opportunities will grow because you are now
develéping strong English skills.

There are four important aspects to English language study: reading, writing, speaking, and

listening.

Reading
When learning to read another language it is important to spend time developing basic skills. |
Learning about grammar and sentence construction may be time consuming, but it will allow you
to fully enjoy English text. Mastery of these basic skills will make all aspects of using the language *

easier.

Reading longer pieces of text in English can seem confusing, but there are some fips to make
it easier. Before you start reading, become familiar with how the text looks. For example you may
see:

e This book is a novel.

* These pictures, graphs, and titles tell me some special scientific information.

® There are some wordmeanings | need to know before | start reading.

slausear abenbue ysijbug seeq INQ oL

As you begin, ask yourself questions and keep asking questions as you read through the text. -
For example you may ask:

e What is the main idea?

e Who is the main character and what kind of person is he or she?

¢ What is happening in the story?

¢ How did the author construct this paragraph?



e |s there something | don’t understand?
Read as much as you can, as often as you can. Not only will you enjoy some very good

stories, but reading helps improve all English skills.

Writing

Writing can be a challenge, even for the most advanced English language learner. Do not

worry. It does get easier with practice and there are some tips that will help:

e Expand your vocabulary by paying attention to words. Words are beautiful and interesting.
When you are reading, take note of the words you like and the words you think may be
useful. Keep a list of great words. When wriﬁhg;‘ your words allow the reader to
understand your exact meaning. Although a computer is very helpful, don’ t rely on it to
correct your spelling. Computers don’t know what you really mean. Examine the words
you write. Your spelling will improve as you become familiar with words.

® Remember that no one can write something perfectly the first time. It takes many attempts
before a piece of writing is complete. Usually, you have to review and make changes
about seven times. Read what you write aloud. This will help you identify necessary
changes.

e When you are satisfied with a piece of writing, have someone else read it. Fresh eyes will
find small errors that you can easily fix or tell you if something doesn’t seem clear.

Speaking and listening are necessary for good communication. Although you can focus on

either speaking or listening when trying to improve, it is also necessary to combine the two when
having a conversation. Just think, soon you will be able to communicate in English as

spontaneously as you communicate in your own language. How wonderful!

Speaking

When you are speaking English, don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Take a deep breath and
be brave. Think of this as an adventure and have some fun with it. Speak English as often as you
can. If you don’t know the right word to say, try saying other words 1o describe your thoughts—or
even use gestures or pictures. As you gain more confidence, you will start thinking in English and
your conversations will flow more naturally. It may help to have a tutor or friend that will talk with
you and help improve your speaking skills. There is no need to feel nervous when you are

speaking with a good friend or a tutor.

Listening

Listen to something you enjoy. Try watching English movies and television shows. Listen to

IERFERE —BEITXIKIRF



English music. Become familiar with the sounds of the English language. Talk to as many English
speaking people as possible. If you don’ t understand what someone says, ask the person to
repeat or explain. If you are not sure of the meaning, ask questions. You do not need to be shy.
You are learning English and people will be happy to help. Write down any words or idioms you
do not understand. You can look them up later. Listen for key words and main ideas. This is a
process and you will notice improvement if you keep listening and speaking. Perhaps you have a
friend who is also learning English. Why not select one day a week to speak only English to each

other? It may be an excellent activity for you both.

There is no secret to solving the mysteries of English. Really, all you need to do is keep
practicing and enjoy the process. Allow English to become a real communication tool. It is worth

the effort! Good luck, our dear English language learners.
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SELF-EVALUATION CRITERIA

Wr 7 Listening

[ Reading

G4 Writing

[11% Speaking

Understand simple words,
but feel confused about the
content or the topic. Possible
mark interval: 0-30%. Wi
AN B BfR], fE R G T 4
BRI LA K 32 0. KBS 5
X[a]: 0-30%

Understand some of the words
and sentences. Possible mark
interval: 0-30%. 4 - Hi i
— e R A K5
[X[a]: 0-30%.

The content doesn’t match
up with the task requirement.
Incoherent. The statement
and expression are not clear.
Poor spelling. & & 5k 1)
A, NAERER,

| AgHERf Rk A CMER

| PFEHIRRE .

Be able to manage and use
simple words or sentences.
A2 IF iz H R A A R 3]
(IF= v

it 1}

T

Understand some of the
sentences; can infer the possible
topic of the conversation
or paragragh.Possible mark
interval: 30%-50%. RE T
A A, RBUHE I R
WEM . KEE X (A
30%-50%..

Understand some sentences
and paragraphs, but unclear
about the whole content.
Possible mark interval: 30%-
50%. LA IF A g — L) 1
B, ARJEXT T4 IR 2
ANEET . KBS X -
30%-50%.

| Contain some discussion about
the topic, but the relationship
between the content and
task requirement is weak.
Many grammar mistakes and
spelling mistakes may exist.
Incoherent.fu, & & 43 X F-11 F
BORMINGS, ANEDT, iR,

;&Z,#mgﬁmﬁ%&J

Be able to express own thoughts,
but some mistakes of grammar
exist. Incoherent. A L faj ¥
RAACHER, BHEFE
HIERR, RER.

=HE
Tt

Understand most of the
content. Have a general idea
of the content and topic.
Possible mark interval: 50%—
70%. AT LAWT AR Z BN
7, e RRRIAN A E
8. KBS XME: 50%-
70%.

Understand most of the ' Have some moderate discussion

article. Realize the internal | about the required topic. Not |

logic and Relationship within | too many grammar mistakes,

2-3 times reading. Possible | coherent, have some evidence
|

mark interval:50%—-70%. | of essay or paragragh structure.

fE2-3R B2 A it K %
Bom Bk, T SCEERT
JAORHR, EBHY, KRBOE
B KBS IXH: 50%-
70%.

Several spelling mistakes could
exist Xt - H ZoRA —E i)
W, IR, A
LR, AT SRR Bk A4S
. A RPFEER.

Respond to the required topic
relatively and fluently. Some
grammar or pronounciation
mistakes may exist.
Moderately coherent.n] LA X}
T B SR 5 R A A B R
MR, EARNY, FIER
SRS, MIXTRGEDT, 17
ERR 3 4 ) R

Ui
ottt

Understand the whole content
or crucial conversation by
listening to it only once, but
some details might be missing.
Possible mark interval:
70%-90%. {E55—W W fi+h
AT R R Z B B AL
SXTG, HAR 2 2 B
o KBUGHIXE: 70%-
90%.

Realize the topic and internal |

relationship after the first
reading. Spot the details after
second or third time reading.
Possible mark interval: 70%—
90%. &5 — R e 1 {H ] 48 3L
BHER, HIFKR, 2-3K
[3e] i3 22 J W LA AR K 2 B
W KBS : 70%-
90%. .

All contents are based on
4 requirement. Few grammar
mistakes, Clear paragraph
structure and expression.
Coherent. Very few spelling
mistakes.fiT 1 N &R 3 T
HEOR, s, Rk
WE D, RESH R,
Hoialis e . P B IR
R

Be able to express own
thoughts clearly, logically
and coherently. Manage the
speed and tone well. Have
some realization of the topic.
Proper pronounciation. 5%
KARHCHER, XMFiHHE
A—EM T, WEaE,
i EESER . RE
AEUER o

hE
it ek

Perfectly understand the
content, topic and all details
by listening to it only once.
Possible mark interval: 90%—
100%. % — W Wt J7 B AJ 4
BN, XM EEE
BERTEE., KBUSHXHE
90%-100%.

Understand the topic, main
idea and details; can repeat
the general idea without
reviewing. Possible mark
interval: 90%-100%. X[

EETERELER, EA

WA, XA R,
URHEERNE. KEGR
431X [a]: 90%-100%.

Accurately expess the topic
and content. Tightly match
up with the requirement.
well-constructured. Coherent.
Manage the words well. fEffj
A H BRI N

Zitgse i, EMES, HiA

Clearly state own thoughts;
can lead to the conversation
to a further direction. Very few
grammar mistakes . Accuratly
manage the tone, speed and
pronounciation. B #ik H
C AR, AT LUK RS
Hi, R AIE LS
R, B LR R AR R
R .
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LESSON 1
OVERVIEW OF IELTS LISTENING SECTION

Part 1

The IELTS Listening examination has four sections of increasing difficulty, with a
total of 40 questions and takes about 30 minutes. You have time to look through the
questions before you listen, and also time to check your answers after each section.
During the actual listening test, each listening piece is heard only ONCE, so you must
practice listening carefully.

Overview of the Listening section of the IELTS examination

Listening

Timing: Approximately 30 minutes (plus 10 minutes’ transfer time)

Questions: There are 40 questions. A variety of question types is used, chosen
from the following: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/diagram labelling, form
completion, note completion, tale completion, flow-chart completion, summary
completion, sentence completion, short-answer questions.

Test Parts: There are 4 sections.
Academic Listening

Section 1 is a conversation between two people set in an everyday social
context (e.g. a conversation in an accommodation agency).

Section 2 is a monologue set in an everyday social contest (e.g. a speech about
local facilities or a talk about the arrangements for meals during a conference).

Section 3 is a conversation between up to four people set in an
educational or training context (e.g. a university tutor and a student discussing
an assignment, or a group of students planning a research project).

Section 4 is a monologue on an academic subject (e.g. a university lecture).

Each section is heard once only.

A variety of voices and native-speaker accents is used.

Skills assessed: A wide range of listening skills is assessed, including
understanding of main ideas and specific factual information; recognizing
opinions, attitudes and purpose of a speaker; and following the development
of an argument.

Marking: Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

By BERHER
SN, HEEREK
B, HEXYR305
9, BETHAGEEM,
TR S, #AHEEAF
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LESSON 1

REFhERORE: 25
SRR S FORIALS
BN, BB,
AEFREANE N, (5
R R,

BREBFHIFSRY . FiE
14y, EXt40EB T
BINHIHS. BT H. O
B, HEAEEDNEBS
HERABIEE7.

BRERAZXFTESEN
B, F—BoRXTE
ERRETENAR, B1F
F1E5. HE. EHxk. B
BE, FHoR_REATE
RBHEFTEHNAES, BFF
MEABE N B EXE.
SNHSHITE%E, O
EXERILE. ZEFR
AFIH O, :

AR1-TREXTE—HH
%3], 8-121RR%XTH
ZEHN%ES, 13-161F=2
BERBINGEGS,

HRARPESFB/AITR
ERICAFNERNERAN
AR, XtLRAHRIT
FrisfE e R,

Scores out of 40 are converted to the IELTS 9-band scale.

Scores are reported in whole and half bands.

Content and Activity Types

This listening course (Lesson 1—16) is designed with a focus on the skills
needed to successfully prepare for an English proficiency listening test such
as the IELTS Listening test and for those students who wish to continue at a
higher level of academic study.

The listening texts, both in the IELTS exam and this listening course, are
designed to reflect skills that are needed in real-life listening situations. The
listening passages are divided into two categories. The first uses listening
skills that are required for survival in an English-speaking country. These
cover a variety of topics such as accommodation, car rental, filling out forms,
following directions and maps etc. The second type of listening activities
has more academic content; for example, listening to a talk on an academic
subject or following a tutorial or seminar. There are also a variety of accents,
namely North American, British and Australian.

This course covers the first type of listening skills in Lesson 1 - 7. The second
type of listening activities, the more academic content, is covered in Lesson 8 - 12.
Lesson 13 - 16 practice the skills needed in all four sections of the listening test,
in other words, the survival listening skills and the academic skills are blended
together in these lessons much like an authentic listening test would be.

Research has proven that repetition and recycling of material is the most
effective way to retain new information and is the rationale for including
regular review sections and questions in this course.

Each of the four sections uses a variety of question types. The following
list covers the types of questions that are asked in this listening course and
that are typical of the English proficiency tests.

 note/table/flow chart completion

» short-answer questions and lists

e multiple choice

* matching

* sentence completion

e summary completion
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« labelling a diagram, map, or plan

The IELTS Listening test has four distinct sections that are formatted in
the following way:

Section 1 A conversation between two speakers in a social or semi-official
context

Section 2 A talk by a single speaker based on a non-academic situation

Section 3 A conversation with up to four speakers based on academic
topics or a course related situation

Section 4 A university style lecture or talk

Each of the sections has 10 questions for a total of 40 questions in the

IELTS Listening test and each section has a variety of question types.

Part 2 Question Types

In this part of Lesson 1, you will examine the different types of questions that
frequently appear on proficiency tests of English and that have been used in Lesson 1—-16.
Note/Table Completion Questions

Note completion is a common task in Section 1. For the note completion
questions you must write between one and three words and/or a number in
the gap provided. It is important to carefully read the instructions so that you
know the maximum number of words to write for each answer. If you write more
than the specified number, you will lose marks. It is also important to spell the
words correctly and to use the correct word form to make grammatical sense in
the sentence. For these types of questions, the numbered items are always in
the same order as you hear them in the recording.

Here is an example.
Complete the notes below. Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD OR A NUMBER for each.

Example Answer
Receptionist’s name Leonie
1. Enquiry About 4 (__) Engijlisrhricwc{n?vér;;tion ;l;55 B
¥2. Day of Class . W(W ) mornrirr%g I N
3. Name of Instructor | Paul( ) )
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