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Preface to the Chinese Version

My research on what has come to be known as Cognitive Grammar
began in 1976, and the appearance of this book 15 years later marked the
completion of the initial formulation and presentation of the framework.
More than a quarter century has since gone by, and during this period the
nature and status of cognitive linguistics have changed dramatically. It is
now well established as a major intellectual movement, coherent despite
its great diversity, and represented by a large and ever growing
community of scholars in linguistics and other disciplines. There has been
a vast expansion of cognitive linguistic research from basic description to
other essential topics (e. g. social interaction, discourse, child language
acquisition, sociolinguistic variation) as well as other methods (corpus
study, psycholinguistic experiment, neurolinguistic investigation,
computational approaches). Being relevant to problems in many other
fields, cognitive linguistics is becoming increasingly influential.

These developments have not required any fundamental revision of
Cognitive Grammar as described in the present volume. From the
beginning, it has characterized language not only as a mental
phenomenon, residing in neural processing, but also—without
contradiction—as being grounded in social interaction and discourse.
Over the years 1 have of course continued to elucidate both the framework
and its application to particular phenomena, and recent work has focused
on showing how an integrated account of structure. processing, and
discourse can be achieved. However, this volume can still be taken as
representing the Foundations o f Cognitive Grammar.

I am happy that cognitive linguistics has been well received in China.

The participation of Chinese scholars and students in the cognitive
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linguistics movement is substantial. increasing, and important for its
future development. Needless to say, the translation of this volume is
very welcome, especially if it contributes in this regard. Let me express
my gratitude to the translators, whose task was probably tedious and

certainly very difficult,

Ronald W, Langacker
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