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June 12, 1947,

MEMORANDUM
TO: MR, F. S. TAVWR, JR.
FROM: SOLIS HORWITZ

RE: HuRaDs MEMOIRS

PRT 23, SECTION 2,
JUNE 5th, 1940,

Chapter 365
KONOYE stated that & great deal was belng said and he believed they

should proceed with caution. The reason the army was mentioned in the
declaration was because KUHnxRa was in back of the army and KONOYE wanted to
cover this up., He could not get together with that group.

YONAI and aRITA were quite concerned over the progress of negotiations
over the China problem becuuse the army itself wus not settled.

June ‘7th

YaRaDa noted that KUHARA had visited YONaI und vigorouszly expressed
his views but YONsI would not accept them and KUHnRA had resigred as a
councillor, He elaims this is not a move to overthrow the government, It
was feared that semething would be done about Railways Minister MATSUNO
who was in the cabinet as a reprpesentative of the KUHaRA fauction,

dJune Tth

HaRaDa called KONOYE and inquired whether he was going to form the
new party regardless of s»RIM:n pr NAGAI as announced. XONCYi suid that he
Wwas troubled but he could not get along with KUH.Rafs group. 1t would seem
a8 if he were bsing utilized to overthrow the government, xRITA had stated
that the government was not concerned with what {llisfs did. They intended
to ikeep MaTSUNO,

June 8th

EaRnDa informed XIDO of the things he had heard the previous day
and KIDO stated there would be a great trouble if the administiration became
shaky before ths arrival and return of PU-YI, ISHIWATA stated thut the
patriotic elements of the right wing hed united and are mauking strong
anti-new party movements, The movements of SUETSUGU, HaSHIMOTO @and TaTEKad4
were not very strong but the united action of the patriotic eloment
was quite strong. They could not tell which was bud or good but they were
to convey this situation ‘to XONOYE. It would be odd for the wdministration
to say wanything directly,

CHAPTER 366
June 12th

KONOYE stated that ~RIMsa and NaGAI were doing as they pleased and



that it would be troublesome if he were to run away now. He was thinking
of forming « new party by calling on the pure youths. The public's idea
of the new party was different from his idea and he could not lead them.

HaRaDn told him.that instead of saying such things he should
excuse himself, but it seemed fhat KONOYE could not clearly state that he
wished to be excused. HsRaDa warned him that the question of KONOYL
resigning and forming a new party was exciting the public and if it
resulted in overthrowing the cabinet, it would be unpleasant. KONOYE
stated if he resigned as rresident of the Privy Council ,it would be
disastrous.

People seemed to think his resignation would be & bold move: as
a matter of fact he did not 1like the job from the beginning and thought
nothing of resigning. but it would be very troublesome if he resigned now,

HaRaDa spoke to MaTSOKs and KONOYE queried a8 to how MaTSUOKa
would do as foreign minister. HsRaDA warned him to do things cautiously after
consulting with ARITs,

June 13th
ARITA thought that bringing in MaTSUOK® would be dangerous but
if 1t was unavoidable there wes no other way.

June 15th

KIDO in response to HaRuDa‘s inguiry said that what he had so
irresponsibly let go has finaily become inflamed, EBven if KONOYE called
on the youths as he proposes ro one would take him seriously. He should
better resign quietly end plan for the time when he is to take over, He
had told this to KONOYE.

June 1é6th
Home affairs Minster KOZ(OMi- stated that he heard from KIDO confidentiully,
that KONOYE said he wished to resign as President of the Privy Council
immediately before the arrival of the Manchurian Emperor, 7This was a
very troublesome matter.

June 18th

YONAI told HaRaDa that someone had come and told him that since
KIDO became the Lord Keeper he had been maneuvering together with KONOYE,
The premier was very angry with KIDO. HaRaDa felt thuat KIDO hzd been
an adviser to KONOYE on the new party movements and also had some connece
tions with minority groups. Since he had bscome Lord Keeper he had
clearly stated he would not participate in such matters but certain
people were spreading propaganda.

HaRaDA spoke of this matter to the Imperial Household Minister
and stated that he would expluin to YON~I, ~RITx and KODOMa that



KIDO had taksn a different and cautious attitude since becoming Lord
Keeper, and perhaps thers was some influence from the fmperor.

June 19th

HaRsDa told KIDO what he had told the Household Minister, and
that he intended to explain further. KIDO stated that before he left,
KONOYE came and said he wanted to resign immediately and for XKIDO to
relay this to the administration, which KIDO did, KONOYE wanted to resign
betause of eriticism frem the Privy Council. that it was not 8 good thing
for its president to have connection with actual political problems,
There was also opposition against the new party movement from a portion of the
right wing. However, KONOYE himself did not want to remain in the position,
he wanted to resign, &tven if this is carried out it would probably end in
failure, KIDO belleved that KONOYE would never learn unless he met failure
once,

Chager 367, June 19th

YON~I usked KONOYE that even if hies resignation was unavoidable
he should set the proper time, But KONOYE replied that he wished to
resign immediately before the arrival of PU~YI, KIDO stressed that they
must make it clear that XONOYE's resignation had absolutely no meaning of
overthrowing the cabinet. He thought it better if he resigned with the
meaning that he wanted to think the matter over quietly.

June .0Oth :

TaNI stated that Japan had that day mzde a proposal to Germany
and Italy. The proposal was the Japan had a deep interest, politically
and economically in FIC and she wanted Germany and Italy to teke a
similar attitude in regard to the Rhine, Iollowing this she would make
& proposal to “ngland and Frence. The proposal was made to the Italian
and Germun smbassadors, They had also called the French smbassador and
cleimed that a large number of trucks were being sent to CHI.NG Kai shek
constuntly through Hanoi and they demanded strict control. Japan was not
considering taking FIC by meuns of military force but in case her demands
wers refused the use of force might be unavoidable, The matter would be
studied further,

T4ANI also stated that the reason there had been no proposals to
Frence was besause america's attitude was not known to Japan, and Japen
hacd besn reserved, TaNI stated that ample warning would be given concerning
the Burma or aid to CHIANG route and further demands made. TaNI stated
that they were aware that & consideruble amount of munitlons was being sent
to RMEE«NE CHUNGKING, This was learned by coded telegrams and it had become
clear recently that this amounted to a great deal. The administration took
this into consideration and made @ strong proposal.

June 22ad :
KONOYE clarified his intention to resign and wished to resign

imrediately., #ccording to MATSUDaIRs, KONOYE had stuted he would not take
over the government immediately because it would take some time to form the
new party. It did not seem to be KONUYE's intention to do anything about
the cabinet immediately after his return from Xyoto.

T



June 22nd

YON&I seemed to be determined to promote HnRs to the presidency
of the council in the event KONOYL resigned, despite the fact t hat
HIRANUMAa might expect it.

dune 23rd

Due to the fact that KONOYE before he went on his trip had stated
that regardless of his personal desire it was clear that there were plans
o use him as a tool, and he would not resign. Yet in spite of this he
had suddenly changed and was now saying he would resign, HsRaDs inquired
the reason for this, KONOY# said he had met KIDO and the latter had told
him it would be better for him to resign, ke also thought there should
be some prepurations for later on since the present cabinet would not
last very long.

KONOYE showed HaRaDa & statement which he had shown to ISHIWATA
aND WwHICH ISHIWaTs had shown to YONaI and the latter is said to have
agreed to it. The statement provided that everyone recognizes the need
to decide upon & national unification political system. Therefore
KONOYE should resign as president of the krivy Council and exert himself
and do his best as a private citizen for the establishment of such a
system, If the new party movement is for the establishment of such a new
political system, that is fine, However if the movement is simply a
chage in existing political parties or is aimed at present political
parties;, he could not work together with them. The establishment of
a true national unification system is a very difficult matter, The
extremely important domestic and foreign situation demands the rezlization
of such a system, These were the reasons why he was resigning,

KONOYE asked t hat HuRaDs explain the matter to SIONJI and show
him the statement, If SAIONJI should ask what was to be done later he was to
say there wus no use in saying anything, it should be left up to the
Premiere

KIDO hud told HaR.Da that the reason for KONOYE's desire to
resign was some criticism from the advisers, Both HaRaDa and KIDO were
worried that KONOYE's actions might give rise to the overthrow of the
cabinet, another of their fears was that KONOYE felt keenly the need for
& national unification politi¢al system but the new party movements
appeared quite different from his ideals, They had not been considering
that KONOYS would lead the new party movements, KONOYE himself had been
hoping for the YONaI cabinet to continue, ;

June 23rd

Chief Cabinet Secretary ISHIWaTa advised that it was deciced that
HaRA would be promoted to the presidency of the Privy Council and wented
SaIONJI's opinion. SaIONJI concurred,

June 24th
~ ISHIidaTsa reported that KONCYE's resignation had been accepted )
and that HaRs had been proposed to the Emperor. The Installation Ceremonies
would be held that day.

sl



June

ated that it seemed the bmperor wae quite perplexed.
KIDO had told the Zmperor that he believog’ that mnﬁ was S’u NAYT oW~
minded but since YONaI requested his appointment, he must have & plan,
Therefore, after YONAI had given his opinion the E‘mggror should rove
if he assented. If he could not he should sugmon KIDO, after YONa
had gone, the Emperor asked whether MINAMI was going to become the
Vice~Fresident and KIDO huad regliod this was not very clear, KIDO
told YONal about this conversation in preparation and told him to

include the matter of MIN.MI. ithen YONAaI was received the tmpsror gave

his assent and YONaI conveyed to the Lmperor thut MINAMI would not b
the vice-president and they:im;nror was quite relisved, i e

HAR4uDA was told by HaRa that YONAI had recommended KaWuI for
vige~president while HsRa had recommended adm, SUZUKI. YONAI was quite
ressrved since SUZUKL was his naval superior, YONaI had finaully acceded and
SUZUKI was appointed,

Ji

YONaI stated there were various movements and instead of coming
from the front they seemed to be planned in the rear. He was thinking
of exposing this when the opportunity presented itself and gather them up,

YONAIL had already known of the rumors that KONOYE was being
recommended; that NaGal would become the Chief Cabinet Secretary,
SHIRATORI the Foreign Minister and KOISO the Home affairs Minister, YONAI
stated he would remain silent and when the time came to usct, he would.

KIDO recommended thet there should be someone capable of
assisting KONOYE and substitute for him in dealings with people, He thought
GOTO Fumio was suitable.

ARITA stated he had been up all night preparing the script for
a radio brosdcast which he was to give that afternoon. shen he discussed
the matter with the Navy Minister YONAI and HATA, he told them that they
should by means of newspapers or radio broadcasts give the public & rneral
common sense view of diplomutic affairs without delving too deeply. ihey
all agreed, ¥e did not think it necessary to discuss the subject formally
or officially and had not expected to give this speech toduy. He hardly
thought it would be that afternoon until he saw the write up in the news-
papers, Both the army and navy had said it was outrageous that #RITa
should do this without consulting them, The army takes liberty in deciding
importunt matters without any consultation but when somethling like this
happened they taused & commotion, It was the trend of the time and he
thought it inevitable, The vice-ministers met and after much consultation
thay rsached an understunding and it was finally decided e do this
broadcast this afternoon, I[f he wua going to muks any broadcusts he could
not be Looc unscrupulous in his spesch, Therefore he prepared his script
without having slapt,

3nKURAUCHI reported that YCR4I was saying if he was sure of
the formation of & better party and if it wus necessury he would be willing
to have KONOYE take his place,



June 28th

XONOYE wlso stated that he had told USHIBA the other day that
he had never once used the words new party. The national unity political
system should not only include the legislative body but also the adminis-
trative body and in a sense, the supreme commend also., It was not merely
a problem of the legislutive organ, He thought the government should ulso take
that problem into consideration. Wwhen he told USHIBA he hud never used
the words new party USHIBA left saying that KONOYE had caught him that time.

KONOYE also told ISHIWATa that if the government desired, he did
not mind being the presldent of the new party,

HnRaDs noted thut KONOYE was incapable of segregating the geood &nd
the bad groupe. He had no compebent man to assist him and HiRaDs thought
thet KONOYE probubly wunted the government to regulate this,

Jyne 30th

A ned ISHIHATA wnd YON.I snd told them about the talk
he had had with KONOYE and told them that KONCYE had sald that consideration
should be given to the estublishment, purpose and materiulization of the
national unity pelitical system and then orgunize o committee, If the
government had that in mind KONOYE would be delighted to become its
president, KINOYE stated he hud no intention of overthrowing the cabinet,

CHAPTER 368-B
ARITA reported that KOBaY4SHI had told him that KONOYE was having
a difficult time with the new party and inquired whether it would not be poss-

ible for the govqrgmm iﬁ organige a committee for the National Unity
Political System/® Offf concert with the government.

July lst

UCHIDa reported that SUMs, chief of the Information Bureau of
the Foreign Office was questioned by Kempei &nd then released. It seemed
he had some connection with sRITA's radio brouadcast, Befere the

questioning newspaper reports from various papers had been called in
as witnesses,

HaRaDh immediately telephoned aRITiA who was out. He then telephoned
MATSUDaIR~ and inquired sbout the situation and MaTSUDaIRa stated hedhté':dld
7 ot s
ROar EnSoRad Sont "o 10AB°E PR AR REARS MERE £5 SUME'EoPLage 2nd b
Kempei-tai Headquarters., They did not want it to be conspicuous so told

him to drop in quietly while tuaking & walk,

SUMA went immediately to the headquarters where he saw the various
reporters. The Kempel asked SUMa whether he had said that those three
had written the article, SUMa suid he did not recall making such a state-
ment ,There were twenty or thirty other reporters present besides these
but they did not write up anything, The three newspaper reporters must
have misunderstood it and written it up in the papers. Then SUMi returned
immediately., The affair had becume exaggerated, The young officers
in the var Ministry, a faction in the General Staff Hqrs and the Rightists
made it appear as if they would overthrow the cabinet, The situation
was very delicate.

HaRnDa reported this to SAIONJI,

e



It appeared thut with the prospect of the ¥hinu Inoidemd drawing
€0 a closs, the army did not went the YONAI cubinet which they dieapproved,
to tauxe the credit. «RITa's stutement of positive non-interference was
so comprehensive thut aRITa had said first what the admy hed wanted to
say. The army was therefore very uantagonistic towurds aRITa and the
tendency to overthrow the cabinet had become increusingly stronger,

nRITa stuted that in his interview with HaTn and YONaX, HaTa
ceaselessly sald thuat there could be rio peace and order in the dar
sinistry until SUMm was relieved from his post. HnTa's attitude was very
dubious.

YONAI had asked HaTa if he had read SUMa's written testimony but
HaTa had not. YONaX told HaTa that they must both study the matter and
then meet again., aRITa stated that H.Tn's attitude was suspicious and he
was thinking of seeing YON~I leisurely that duy.

HnRnDn inquired from YONaI whether HaT.'s manner was mysterious,
YN4I merely saild that the matter would be settled that day, He seemed
to be making up his mind. Some time ago YONAI had expressed his
determination if they brought up something again he would disclose it
to the public and take drastic steps, HaRaD. felt that the army's
attitude was outrageouns and unfair,

CHaFTER 369, June 3rd.
YON&I conferred with HaTa, Some time later he cnferred with

HaTa and sRITa and the Navy Minister at a four minister conference., =ss
a8 result the Mavy ainister explained that the combined statements of
the Foreign sffairs and viar Ministry were presented on the 5th. Things
seemed settled on the surfuce, The militarists are saying that the
responsibility lies on SUMs or »RITs, to somehow criticize the foreign
policy and breax up the cubineti HaRnDA heard that the Kempel were even
planning to take ISHIWAT» and ~RITh and muke matters unpleasant for them,

Since the military faction resented HaRnDa's sttitude, ISHIWATa
cautioned him that he should stop shielding the government so openly,

July 4th

The Metropolitan Police phoned stating that an incident similar to
the Feb, 26th lncldent had occurred, It is said that the ahttack will begin
at exactly 6 o'oclock and they will send many policemen over, Although
HaRaDa was in Oiso, the police said proper arrungementa would ko made,
The police wlso wanted HuRaDa to leave Olsp us soon &g possible, HaRaDa
got up and with one of the policemen as a guard went to & friend's house
in Mincmiye. UYpwever the situaticn became clewr and the army did not
go intec action,

~baut 47 members of the MaEDs factlon of the Shippeitsi had as their



first objective in assassination, YONaI, M~KINO, OKaDn, MnTSUDnIRn, IKEDa,
and HaRnDa, the lutter becsuse he wae the pro British messenger,

second objective was aRIT» and MnCHIDs and it \was rumeored that they had

a third objective.

July 5th

he Home sffuirs iinister informed HaRaDn thut on the 4th most of
the conspirators had been arrested and most of their weapons seized, ¥Fort
had been arrested and there were stiil seven or eight persons at iarge
but there was nothing to worry about since most of these were unarmed,
This ‘was the Imperisl Friends Hiot Incident,

duly 5th

HnRaDn told KIDO the army was useless und could hardly deal with
the lpcident until the cabinet changes, The situation hud become critical,
HaRaDa reported &ll this to S.IONJI. There were frequent broadcusts that
if KONOYE returned on the 10th the army would immediately overthrow the
cublnet and form 4 new one with the so.called new political party having
KONOYE as’ its heuad, On the lst, HaRaDs had inquired about this situation
&nd KONOYE had saild it was very complicated and could not make any pree-
parations, Since it was so bothersome he was going to edtend the date-
although he had sald he wus returning to Tokyo on the 10th.

July 9th

HaRnaDs phoned KONOYE in Karuilzawa. There was some misunderstanding
regarding HaRaDn's conversation with YONal and aRITA., YON.I had said that
KONCYr had consented to take over the succeeding cubinet and to the
political change. KONOYE had said this was nonsense that it wes not so.
Hg ualso said that the government was thinking of cooperating with the preoblem
of the new order and had sent ISHIWnT» to KONOYE but KONOYE hud stated that
it was absolutely unnecessary for him to meet ISHIwaTa, For the first
time, after speaking to KONOYE, it was clear that the story was an ex-
aggerated rumor, KONOYE stated that if ISHIWaT~ should come he would be
glad to see him,

$olis Hprwitz
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MERORANDUM
Tot ¥r, Frank Tavenner 18 June 1947
From: Solis Horwits
Subj: HARADA Memoirs, Fart 24, Section I

Chaptex 370

KIDO stated that Vice Minister of war ANAMI stated that the
Military could not possibly be satisfled with the present aabinet. To
change the foreign policy, he stated, a shake~up must take place. ARITA
stated that he had spoksen to ISHINATA and YONAL about KONOYE's new polit-
ieal ordsy and united govermment. They wera both glving 1t considerabla
deliberation.

July 11, 1940

HAKADA called ANAMI and ssked him what he was inslisting on. He
replied that there was no consistency between foreign policy and miiitary
operations., To have tham colhcide the cabinet must be changed, He wished
KONOYE would exert his efforts to this end. KONOYE called and stated that
a courisr from Colonel USUL of the General Staff had said that there were
various rumors on & change in the government, but it is better for KONOXE
to work for the national unity pelitical system and be prudent about dab-
bling in the present political situation. He thought SHODA should take
charge. KONOYE stated that SUZUKI was calling him persistently.

July 12, 1940

SUZUKL of the Asia Development Board told HARADA that the prescnt
cabinet would never do. His plan wae to reduce the number of cabinet
members to facilitate the progress of work. HARADA asked him to write
out his plans and present them to XONOYE, and he thought he had done s0.
ISHINATA reported that ANAMI and MUTO had stated that the pressent cabinet
must amlecably withdraw at any cost. Because diplomatic relations are going
ahead satisfactorily due to the Four Ministers' Conference and other con-
nsctions, they would say nothing more about Yoreign policyes To realize
KONOYE's new politieal order thsy would like YONAIL to withdraw, When
HARADA disapproved they both sald there was nothing to bs done but force
the resipgnation of HATA,

July 13, 1940

YONAL asked HATA if he knew about the vlait of ANAMI and WUTO and
HATA replied that he knew but their opinions were their own parsonally.
HATA said that in the long run it was his personal oplnion that the cabinet
should resign. This was reported to HAWADA by Navy Mindgter YOSHIDA,
YOSHIDA was worried that KIDO wae too deeply involved with the Army. HARADA
explained that there was no such thing ag LATSUDAIRA and KIDO joining in the
overthrow of the cabinet. ISHIWATA stated that he wanted to negotidte with

KONOYE on the new political order. EATA was sending disagreeable notes to
YONAIL,



HARADA spoke to SAIONJI on XIDO's pian for petitioning proceduras
for the sucveeding cabinet; that is, convening & mseing of the Privy
Councillors and all fomser Premlers. SAIONJI said he did nob guite under-
stand and HAGADA thought he could not call it an aesent, HARADA's plan
was that on such an luguiry KIDO should first confer with SAJONJI at the
Bmperoy's discretion. Becanse of YAIONJI's age, he shonld seek the advice
of the President of the Frivy Couwncil and formsr Iramlers and than confer
with SAJONSI and submil his answer. Ths guumons would bo coanveyed by the
Orand Chamberlain at the Huperor'’s discretion. All present wouwid doliberate
in an informal meeting with the Lord Kesper delegated to see that unity of
opinion was reached, If there was wide disagresmsnt, the Lord Keoper was
to confur with SAIONJ1 and give his opinion oa his own respoasibility. In
contacting GAIONJI tha lord Rospor would send his chief sscrstary if things
wara not complicateds In case of nosd, hs would go nimself, It would be
more convseinlent, if possibla, that he not leave Tokyn, In the eveni of
disunity wita SAIONJI, the lord Koepes would call back bthe giroup and svek
sottiement., It was a method whereby the lord Kaeeper would anewer. SATONJI
suggusted Chat they lwvave the matter up to KIDO, YUNAZ reported that it
was clearly evident that there are movemsnta for the ovarthrow of the
eabinat and he was not thinking of meeting XONOYE or ¢f wending hias
secr:tacy to weet him, HARAUA spoke to ISAIWATA who promisad to talk over
the matter again with YONAI,

J i

ISHIwATA stated that he had KCDALA and ARITA come to YONAI to
atudy the matter at longth., If TOWAL meets KONOYIE he will bs called
an advesace of totalitardanism. Thla would not be beneflcial to KONOYH,
1t would he bebtsr if tasy did not mest, HONOYE's retwin should he left
to ids omn judguent. HARADA xeporisd vhls to XONOITE, whe snersd somewhat
diaturbed.

J\Lu ls. liﬂ 2

Chief Sscretary MATSUDALRA reported that relatlons uatwesn the
government and Army were greatly aggravated and acute, KiDO reported
that Frince KANIN's audience that day with the Emperor was in soacmstion
wita ths doubh seas Opsrations, The Bupsrcr asiced KINC Af arcangements
had been aade with Lhe govermmsnt in cormecdion with suoh opsraticns.
K1DO calles ARIYA, who stated it had besn decidsd by the Four Minislers'
Confersnos and vecognizad by the govermment,

July 16, 1940

MATSUDATIRA reported that at sn Inporial audience because of diver-
gencs of opinion with HAYA, YONAI wanted a new War Minister, but it was
difficult to nominate a successor., YONAI had therefors reported his desire
to resign. HATA had submitted his reelgneticn. The previous day YONAT had
told HATA that for several days the latter had maneuvered to overthrow the
cabinet. !e asked him to decide his attitude. He shouid resign if he wished,
and not if he did not, HATA immediately resigned. Before HATA resigned,
the yourg nilitarists, thinking to force his rssignaticn, printed in the
Asahl that HATA was going to resign that day.

10



KONCYE stated that evan if he were to participate, it would not
be possible to form a new political order. He had resigned fron the Privy
Council to form the naw order and 4t would not be reasonable for him to be
Premier at the time, The Army was responsible for the overthrow of the
cabinet. He would like to see it take over, HAADA phoned OKADA and
HIYOTA, but the Army clique agreed with KONGYE. when things came to a
showdown, it did not go the way KONUYE wanted,

Ee lord Keeper held a maeting with tho President of the Frivy
Council and former Pramiers, HAHADA went to see SAIONJI and told him
that the Grand Chamberlain or the Chief Secretary to the lord Keeper
would coms or phone., SAIONJI felt that for KONOYS to attempt politics
on the basis of popularity would be of no avail, Hs did not wish to
support him just to fail. He was unable to undersi.and accurately what
was godng on in the world. He would be disloyal to give an answer under
such circumstances and would like to be exoussd. Hs told this to the
Chief Seoretaryv to the lord Keeper.

Chapter 371

The lord Keepsr reported to the fmperor that it would be unpleasant
to seek SAIONJI's opinion further. It would be well to preoceed. If
SAIONJI had not thought it beneficial he would have said so because he
knew KONOYZE, but since he only said he did not know, he did not believe
it was strong opposition. It was all right, thersefore, to proceed,
KONOYZ was thereafter given the Imperial mandate and decided that night
on the dar, Navy and Foreigh Ministers and called them togethér, He imme~
diately scrutinized the basic national policy. If the three conour with
RONOYE, thay will begin organizing a cabinet. TOJO was recommended as
successor to HATA, Jince he was in Korea, he was ordered to return by
plane, but he was delayed because of storms,

E NOYE met with the Navy, war and Foreign iinisters before the
installation and they reached unity of opinion, LATSUOKA was to bs Foreign
Minister and YUSHIDA Navy pinister. The rest of the cabinet was to be
appointed on the 20th.

July 20, 1940

KONOYE stated that because LATSUOKA came out as if he advocated a
Japanese=-American war, YOSHIDA was at first aghast. He was finally pla-
cated when MATSUUKA came out with moderate arguments. Coming out with
something like this and scaring people is one of LATSUOKA's weak points,
He intended to appoint HOSHINO as President of the Planning Board.
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i
KONOYE told HARADA the names of his cabinet members and that
evening they were installed in ofilce.

J e

S poiated ocut by historical paraliel that when & certain
Chinese duperor was carrying out good government and iuproving the nation,
bhu Sipress executed the lesarmed scholars and carried on in a brutal manner,
eventually completely destroying society. In a way the military counld be
likened to the dhpress.

July 23, 1947

Chief Seerebtary 1T0:LIT4 stated it would be beesl for HONOIE nov wo
bscome aentangied with the rightists. He indicated he himself would be
completely responsible for their handling.

Chapter 372

July 24, 1940

IONAL suggested that in chvosing a Premder they should includs
only those former Premisrs who had besn ascordsd treatment as Lorxaey
Premiers,

July 25, 1940
SATONJT stated that he had heard XONOY&'s broadcasht and wnile he
could understind most of what he said, he thought the contsxt was filled

with paradoxes. He could have done it more skillfully.

July 26, 1940

TANI stated that he had submitted his resignation. It was sug-
gosted that OHASHI would be the new Foreign Vise iindster and SHIRATORI
and SAIT0 would probably become advisors to MATSUDAIRA (MATSUOKA),

duly 27, 1940

ROBAYAGHL, Minister of Commerce; stated he was wush convernad
besause no plans had been nade by the Planning Board, KISHI stated
because 1libel had been conslderatly violent, ccusiderable caution must
be exercised, YThere were (oo nany unfounded runcyrs,

Former Lord Keeper YUASA stated that he was concernad about,
8ATSUOKA and YASUI in connection with the present condition of foreign
and domestic affairs. He was likewlse concerned about MONJYE and E100
and thought thsy adght be requesting amnesty by February. He was appre-
hensive of tha right wing ana the sttituds of the goverament and tie Lord
Keeper on that., sHUDA statsd that this presunt Cabinet had organized
the Manchulauio Kyowakal in Manchukuc and thors wers still fommurists
behind it, HARADA toid him nol to werry about it. %0JC stabted he weuld
do ali that wus pessilble. HAIRADA noted vhat locking cver the situation
at the Foreign Linistry it seemed certain that SHIRATOWRL and SALITO would
be advisors and OHASHI Vice Minister, He heard this from KONOYE. He
felt apprehensive over the Foreign liinistry organizition, but felt it
inevitable.

wljos
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Chapter 373

HARADA noted that at the Four Ministers' Confersnce held between
KONOYE, LATSUOKA, YOSHIDA and TOJO, while the cabinet was being organized,
the fundamental policies for organising the new cabinet were decided.

They had decided that in order to evolve a polioy for disposing
of the China Incident, the establishment and strengthening of war~time
sconony would be the basls of domestic and foreign policy. The govern=
ment would assume leadarship for all economic activities and its promotion
to the utmost except in case of gbsolute need to the existence of the
military forces to dispose of or assume leadership by itself,

Corresponding to the sudden changes in the world situwation and
to ~uickly establish a new order for Zast Asia, they planned to strangthen
the axis with Germany and Italy. They must act in concert and carry out
various other important policies, They must anticipate the best time in
the world situation and not miss it; that is, as it concerns the method
of strangthening the axis and its tins for realization.

A non-aggression pact will be signed with Russia by Japan, Manchukuo
and Inner longolia for five to ten years. Together with planning the imme-
diate solution of pending questions, they would have sufficient military
preparsdness tc cope with Russia during the period of the pact.,

To include the lnglish, French, Dutch and rortugal areas in the
nelghboring islands in the Orient withlin the new order, positive arrange~
wents will be undertaken and Japan will try to exclude herself from inter-
national cenferences on them,

sven though they will avoid unnecessary collisions with the United
States as long as it concerns the establishuent of the new order they were
firmly determined to eliminate any interference by show of power, and expect
realization of the policy.

HARADA also reported that at the liaison meeting between Grand
Ingpoaried Headquarters and the government, Grand Imperial Headquarters
presented certain points. These points were that the sdupire would improve
its foreign situation by hastening the settlement of the China Incident,
and at the same time will seize the most opportune time to solva the South
See Island problem. In case the China Incident can not be disposed of yet
the emphasis placed on the South Sea Islands by a change in policy will be
decided on, considering various domestic and foreign situations. Prepara=-
tion to cope with these itams will be given the utsost hastening.

To dispose of the China Incident they would concentrate collective
strength on political and military strategy, especially rejecting assistance
by a third nation and will plan to exert all efforts for the prompt sub-
mission of Chungking. They would endeavor to further the South Seas policy
by ssizing the best time and using changes in the situation.

13



The objective of th¢ foreign policy is to ascelerate disposi-
tion of the China Ineidont and solving of the South 3e28 problem.
dmphasis is placed first on pollocles toward Cermany, Italy and Russia,
especially on strengthening solidarity with Germeny and italy. They
planned to make leaping adjustments in Russian relations, Toward the
United otatas they would maintain justifiable contentions and a solemn
attitude, #hile thoy would not refrain from boldly carrying out the
policy necessary to the dupire, despite the inevitaeble aggrawation which
would accompany it, they would always heed the actions of the United
States and plan to avold dnorsase of friction by going out of thelr way.

As ©o French Indo=China, they will expect anmplste cessation of
assistance to Chiang Kai-shek. They must shoulder the resplenishment
of Japaness troops and recognize the uss of airfislds and passage of
troops, Tney will try to acquire the raw materials nocessary to Japan.
With respect to Hongkong, along with cutting off the Burma route, they
migt go ahead on various consgtruction jJobs and first eradicate smemy
sympathizers. In regard to the concessions, together with eradicating
enemy sympathizers and withdrawal of belligerent troops, they would in-
duce china to take back the concessionse

As to the Netherlands Eist Indies, they would first try to ascure
vital resources through diplomacy. If possible, they will act to annex
former #¥ronch and Gernan possessions in view of strategic location
through diplomacy. In other areas in the South Seas, through diplomacy,
they plan to receive coopsration in construction projects.

At home they will accelerate the complatlion of a defensive nation
while organizing and guiding the varlous governmen® agencles., They anti-
¢ipate realization of a powerful government, a comprehensive motion for
a general mobiliization law, war~time aconomy, accumulation of war materials,
and increase of shivping with maximum affect on advance importation and
spacial importation; the expansion of preduction and adjustment for re-
pletion of armaments. and the raising of national morale and wnifiasation
of public opinion.

Because of the importance of this document it was handed over
for KONGYS and SAIONJI to see.

Augnst %’:o, 940
IARAVA was called wo testify in the SHIMPLITAL trial.

Auguet, 8, 1940

A0 reported that LATSUUKA submitted a matter o the smperor
for two hours, Listening from the next room it scemed to KIULO that
MATSUOKA was lecturing the duperor. The duperor later said that IATSUGKA
gave him an introduction to foreign affairs. Widile his arguments were good,
ne thought their realization would be fairly difficult, dven KIDO was
troubled by MATSUOKA.

14



