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FORWORD
the Chairman of GEN

A range of factors is increasing the stress on the environment.
We all rely on the natural environment and thus must find ways to
reduce our impacts on it. resolution will not be found in one large
step. Rather, a series of smaller steps are required and Ecolabelling is
one such step.

The purpose of Ecolabelling is to identify products which are less
harmful to the environment. consumers, including individual citi-
zens, government agencies and companies, can use ecolabels to make
environmentally informed purchase decisions. The combined action
of consumers in this regard will create a market force for change
which will provide incentives for manufcaturers so continually im-
prove the environmental performance of their products.

This book on Ecolabelling has been prepared specifically to help
everyone better understand the nature, porpose, design and opera-
tion of ecolabelling programs. It contains examples from programs
operating all over the world and should serve as a useful guide to all
readers. As Chairman of the Global Ecolabelling Network, I am
pleased to see that ecolabelling is finding a place in China’s environ-
mental activities and I look forward to our collaborative efforts in the

years ahead.

Sincerely

John Polak
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