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INTRODUCTION TO THE REPORT

The Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road, in common
parlance the “Belt and Road”, is an important initiative raised by China proactively adapting
to the profound changes of the global economy. To encourage lawyers to participate in the
construction of the “Belt and Road” (hereinafter referred to as “the B&R Project”), the All
China Lawyers Association (hereinafter referred to as “the Association”) in 2016 initiated
the project of “Chinese Lawyers’ Service for the Construction of the ‘Belt and Road™—the
compilation of the “Legal Environment Report of the ‘Belt and Road’ Countries” (hereinafter
referred to as the “Report”).

The Report aims to introduce the basic legal systems and legal environments of
the “B&R” countries. The Report published this time is divided into the first volume and the
second volume, including investment legal environment reports of 43 “B&R” countries. These
reports cover several fields of investment, trade, labour, environmental protection, intellectual
property and dispute resolution, etc. They include general introductions of legal systems and
basic legal environments of the “B&R” countries, as well as their specific legal regulations on
national market access, foreign exchange management, financing, land policies, company
establishment and dissolution, mergers and acquisitions, competition control, tax policies,
securities trading, investment privileges, trade laws and management, labour unions and
labour organizations, employment dispute resolution and intellectual property protections,
environmental protections, dispute resolution, institutions, etc.

The aforementioned reports give a better understanding to our government,
enterprises and academia of the legal systems of the “B&R” countries, providing Chinese
enterprises with legal support regarding investment, cooperation and development in
“B&R” countries. Additionally, the publication of the Report is also conducive to building the
legal service cooperation net of “B&R" countries, culminating a group of top international
lawyers practicing in legal services for the “B&R” countries, and providing intellectual
support to further the “B&R" initiative.

Features of the Report:

Firstly, the Report is a co-written product stemmed by the cooperation of China
and other foreign countries. The Report is jointly written by the International Committee
of the Association and the leading lawyers engaged in foreign-related business of the
Association in cooperation with selected lawyers from law firms in the “B&R” countries.
The participating law firms are selected from the top 5 local law firms ranked by an
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internationally renowned law firm rating agency.Two Chinese lawyers working in one
group as the coordinators for one country are responsible for contacting two law firms
in that designated country and inviting them to appoint their lawyers to contribute legal
environmental reports in English according to the syllabuses and requirements of the
Association. After the report is completed, the Chinese lawyers translate the English
reports into Chinese and submit them to the Association to be edited for the purpose of
publishing.

Secondly, the Report is a big project meticulously executed step by step. According
to the arrangements of the B&R Project, legal environment reports of 43 countries in total
were completed in 2016, and the remaining reports of the additional 20 countries and
regions will be completed in 2017 or later. The domestic and foreign lawyers participating
in the Report compilation will become members of the “B&R” talent pool of the Association.
With the development of the B&R Project, the Association will also timely introduce special
reports and guidance on specific legal fields and hot issues to provide to the government,
enterprises and other organizations continuous professional legal support.

Thirdly, the Report features informative content and practical guidance. The Report,
compared to other similar publications, is of higher practicability, authority and operability,
and provides a proper and accurate legal environment reference to various social
communities.The Report provides reference for the “B&R” countries to carry out official
and non-governmental communications, and due to the fact that it is written by the lawyers
of the top law firms of “B&R” countries, it truly reflects the actual legal environments
of the “B&R" countries. Additionally, the Report includes the contact information of the
participating domestic and foreign law firms and lawyers, which can provide Chinese
enterprises participating in the B&R Project with useful information regarding engaging
Chinese and foreign law firms and lawyers.

The Report contains much valuable information as its authors originate from many
different countries and regions. Due to the different social systems and legal environments
of other countries, errors and omissions may appear in the process of writing, compiling
and editing. If you find any mistakes or have any questions, please feel free to contact us
so that we can improve in the follow-up projects.

All China Lawyers Association
April, 2017
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PREFACE

In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed an initiative of the construction
of the “Silk Road Economic Belt” and “21st Century Maritime Silk Road” (“B&R”"). This
initiative, as an active exploration for a new model of international cooperation and
global governance, embodies the theme of peace, development, cooperation and mutual
benefits; echoes the trend of global multipolarization, economic globalization, cultural
diversification and social informatization; conforms to the fundamental interests of the
international community and supports the common ideals and pursuits of mankind. For
more than three years, the “B&R" cooperation has been progressing steadily, and has
been generally welcomed and well participated in by the parties. So far, more than 100
countries and international organizations have actively participated in the construction of
the “Belt and Road” (hereinafter referred to as “the B&R Project”); more than 40 countries
and international organizations have signed cooperation agreements with China; Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank has officially started running and Silk Road Fund, China-
Eurasia Economic Cooperation Funds, etc., have been successfully established. The
B&R Project is approaching the stage of steadily rooting, deeply plowing and sustainable
development.

Legal services are of significant importance for safeguarding the B&R Project. A proper
legal system is indispensable for forging ahead the B&R Project. This project includes
building international economic cooperation corridors such as a new Eurasian Continental
Bridge, setting up a safe and unimpeded maritime channel, and promoting infrastructure
constructions, international trades, transnational investments, energy resources
cooperation, shipping finance, etc. The Ministry of Justice of the People’s Republic of
China attaches great importance to providing supporting legal services and protections for
the B&R Project, and it can be seen from the establishment of the “B&R" research centre
and the publication of “Several Opinions on Providing Judicial and Administrative Services
for the Construction of the ‘Belt and Road™, which has achieved progressive momentum
in guiding the All China Lawyers Association to process its project of Chinese lawyers’
services for the B&R Project. The “Legal Environment Report of the ‘Belt and Road’
Countries”, jointly written by Chinese and foreign lawyers, is an important component as
well as an actual step of the Chinese lawyers’ services for the B&R Project. In the future,
we will actively explore the possibility of creating a forum focusing on international legal
services to bolster the communication and cooperation between Chinese lawyers and the
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lawyers from the “B&R” countries; facilitating Chinese law firms setting up representative
offices in the “B&R” countries; building joint operation relationships and business alliances
between Chinese and foreign law firms; initiating the establishment of the “B&R” lawyers
union, giving full play to the Chinese lawyers in the B&R Project and developing a more
convenient and efficient platform to communicate with lawyers from other “B&R” countries;
expediting the construction of the international legal services network and providing policy
analysis, legal support and information reference for Chinese lawyers to serve the B&R
Project, as well as, for Chinese enterprises to go global.

In January 2017, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Commerce, and the Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic
of China jointly issued the Opinions on the Development of Foreign-related Legal Services,
and made a comprehensive plan for the development of foreign-related legal services. It
can be expected that Chinese lawyers, as well as lawyers from other “B&R” countries will
make an impact in the B&R Project in the following aspects: facilitating the government in
formulating applicable policies and measures, participating in research and discussions,
giving legal advice and avoiding legal risks; participating in the approval, bidding, etc.
of energy, communications and other major infrastructure projects, providing legal
services, and avoiding investment risks; safeguarding the legitimate rights and interests
of the parties by means of litigation, arbitration, mediation, etc.; disseminating the strong
voice of China’s action of improving its legal system during legal practice and external
communications, enhancing the international community's understandings of China's legal
system, and promoting mutual trust and consensus.

The B&R Project will move forward to a higher level and a broader range after the
“B&R" International Cooperation Summit Forum is held in Beijing in May 2017, where the
leaders of the relevant countries will gather in Beijing and accomplish a great achievement
with concerted efforts. The “Legal Environment Report of the ‘Belt and Road’ Countries”
is launched at an opportune time, with respect to presenting the world the brilliance and
competence of the lawyers participated in the Project, and as well, fully playing its role
under this context.

This glorious undertaking calls for highly competent talents. The Ministry of Justice
of the People's Republic of China, at the next step, will further promote the cultivation of
talents for transnational legal services, introduce more specific implementation measures,
and build a firm and sustainable talent base for the “B&R” legal service.

We hope that Chinese lawyers, together with the lawyers from other “B&R" countries
will further develop their communication and cooperation so as to make new and greater
contributions in promoting the B&R Project and the economic prosperity and development
of the “B&R" countries.

Xiong Xuanguo
Vice Minister of the Ministry of Justice of the People's Republic of China
April, 2017
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