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Master and Man
Thomas Crofton Croker

Billy Mac Daniel was once as likely a young man
as ever shook his brogue at a patron”, emptied a quart,
or handled a shillelagh; fearing for nothing but the want
of drink; caring for nothing but who should pay for it;
and thinking of nothing but how to make fun over it;
drunk or sober, a word and a blow was ever the way with
Billy Mac Daniel; and a mighty easy way it is of either
getting into or of ending a dispute. More is the pity that,
through the means of his thinking, and fearing, and car-
ing for nothing, this same Billy Mac Daniel fell into bad
company; for surely the good people” are the worst of
all company any one could come across.

It so happened that Billy was going home one clear
frosty night not long after Christmas; the moon was
round and bright; but although it was as fine a night as
heart could wish for. He felt pinched with cold. “By my
word,” chattered Billy, “a drop of good liquor would be
no bad thing to keep a man’s soul from freezing in him;
and I wish I had a full measure of the best.”

“Never wish it twice, Billy.” said a little man in a

@ sy,
@ IRHs .



2 THE Pockst READER -+ 24 %

three-cornered hat, bound all about with gold lace, and
with great silver buckles in his shoes, so big that it was
a wonder how he could carry them, and he held out a
glass as big as himself, filled with as good liquor as over
eye looked on or lip tasted.

“Success, my little fellow,” said Billy Mac Daniel,
nothing daunted, though well he knew the little man to
belong to the good people; “here’ s your health, anyway,
and thank you kindly; no matter who pays for the
drink.” and he took the glass and drained it to the very
bottom without ever taking a second breath to it.

“Success,” said the little man, “and you’ re hearti-
ly welcome, Billy; but don’ t think to cheat me as you
have done others, — out with your purse and pay me
like a gentleman.”

“Is it I pay you?” said Billy, “could I not just take
you up and put you in my pocket as easily as a blackber-
ry?”

“Billy Mac Daniel,” said the little man, getting
very angry, “you shall be my servant for seven years and
a day, and that is the way I will be paid; so make ready
to follow me.”

When Billy heard this he began to be very sorry for
having used such bold words towards the little man; and
he felt himself, yet could not tell how, obliged to follow

the little man the live-long night about the country, up



