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To Our Dear English
Language Learners

We encourage you on your path to English fluency. This book is created to help you advance
your ability in reading, writing and speaking English. Although learning a language is a lot of work,
it also can be an exciting adventure. Your future life opportunities will grow because you are now
developing strong English skills.

There are four important aspects to English language study: reading, writing, speaking, and

listening.

Reading
When learning to read another language it is important to spend time developing basic skills.
Learning about grammar and sentence construction may be time consuming, but it will allow you
to fully enjoy English text. Mastery of these basic skills will make all aspects of using the language

easier.

Reading longer pieces of text in English can seem confusing, but there are some tips to make
it easier. Before you start reading, become familiar with how the text looks. For example you may
see:

® This book is a novel.

* These pictures, graphs, and fitles tell me some special scientific information.

* There are some wordmeanings | need to know before | start reading.
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As you begin, ask yourself questions and keep asking questions as you read through the text. &
For example you may ask:

e What is the main idea?

e Who is the main character and what kind of person is he or she?

* What is happening in the story?

* How did the author construct this paragraph?



e |s there something | don’t understand?
Read as much as you can, as often as you can. Not only will you enjoy some very good

stories, but reading helps improve all English skills.

Writing

Writing can be a challenge, even for the most advanced English language learner. Do not

worry. It does get easier with practice and there are some tips that will help:

* Expand your vocabulary by paying attention to words. Words are beautiful and interesting.
When you are reading, take note of the words you like and the words you think may be
useful. Keep a list of great words. When writing, your words allow the reader to
understand your exact meaning. Although a computer is very helpful, don’t rely on it to
correct your spelling. Computers don’t know what you really mean. Examine the words
you write. Your spelling will improve as you become familiar with words.

* Remember that no one can write something perfectly the first time. It takes many attempts
before a piece of writing is complete. Usually, you have to review and make changes
about seven times. Read what yoﬁ write aloud. This will help you identify necessary
changes.

* When you are satisfied with a piece of writing, have someone else read it. Fresh eyes will
find small errors that you can easily fix or tell you if something doesn’t seem clear.

Speaking and listening are necessary for good communication. Although you can focus on

either speaking or listening when trying to improve, it is also necessary to combine the two when
having a conversation. Just think, soon you will be able to communicate in English as

spontaneously as you communicate in your own language. How wonderful!

Speaking

* When you are speaking English, don’t be afraid o make mistakes. Take a deep breath and
be brave. Think of this as an adventure and have some fun with it. Speak English as often as you
can. If you don’t know the right word to say, try saying other words to describe your thoughts—or
even use gestures or pictures. As you gain more confidence, you will start thinking in English and
your conversations will flow more naturally. It may help to have a tutor or friend that will talk with
you and help improve your speaking skills. There is no need to feel nervous when you are
speaking with a good friend or a tutor.

Listening

Listen to something you enjoy. Try watching English movies and television shows. Listen to
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English music. Become familiar with the sounds of the English language. Talk to as many English
speaking people as possible. If you don’ t understand what someone says, ask the person to
repeat or explain. If you are not sure of the meaning, ask questions. You do not need to be shy.
You are learning English and people will be happy to help. Write down any words or idioms you
do not understand. You can look them up later. Listen for key words and main ideas. This is a
process and you will notice improvement if you keep listening and speaking. Perhaps you have a
friend who is also learning English. Why not select one day a week to speak only English to each

other? It may be an excellent activity for you both.

There is no secret to-solving the mysteries of English. Really, all you need to do is keep
practicing and enjoy the process. Allow English to become a real communication tool. It is worth
the effort! Good luck, our dear English language learners. ‘
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LESSON 1
INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC WRITING

Academic Writing

Timing: 60 minutes

Tasks: Task 1&Task 2.

Candidates are required to write at least 150 words for Task 1 and at least
250 words for Task 2.

Test Parts: Part 1&Part 2.

Academic Writing

In Task 1, candidates are presented with a graph, table, chart or diagram
and are asked to describe, summarise or explain the information in their own
words. They may be asked to describe and explain data, describe the stages of
a process, how something works or describe an object or event.

In Task 2, candidates are asked to write an essay in response to a point
of view, argument or problem. The issues raised are of general interest,
suitable for and easily understood by candidates entering undergraduate or
postgraduate studies or seeking professional registration.

Responses to Task 1 and Task 2 should be written in a formal style.

Skills assessed: In both tasks, candidates are assessed on their ability
to write a response which is appropriate in terms of content, organisation of

ideas, and accuracy and range of vocabulary and grammar.
Academic Writing

In Task 1, depending on the task type, candidates are assessed on their
ability to organise, present and possibly compare data; to describe the stages
of a process or procedure; to describe an object or event or sequence of
events; to explain how something works.

In Task 2, depending on the task type, candidates are assessed on their
ability to present a solution to a problem; to present and justify an opinion;
to compare and contrast evidence, opinions and implications; to evaluate and
challenge ideas, evidence or an argument.

Marking: Candidates are assessed on their performance on each task by
certificated IELTS examiners according to the four criteria of the IELTS Writing

Test Band Descriptors (task achievement/response, coherence and cohesion,

E¥IABZH, HEE
T REESHERNEE,
B, AT,

RESHEZEBEFERE
5. Ef’ﬁ—*‘]g#:o =
E—REXH—TERE
BEE, hoyiRBAX, BiE
ZR—RB250FELE MWL
X, —RRWEESHE
B#M R,
BIMEEREERRAE
H &,

RESHERERNBES K
B AREXHERE
ENXEAT. US4
Q. ELBRFEANER
BE,

BEORXERNHEHE
Q. 2UANNE; BRI
BRSR, #i—H#HEH
WG iR — ik #
BIERBESHERD,
WX ERE 4 6 R
REEN HRRIOE
71 EERFAMEERE. R
ROEN,; FEUIMR

BT




SHE— P ERE0
F, SHZHURXER
250%, SiEM RN KA—
N, BSHEZHSELE
PRX, BUE#K—5=
BB (6] B 5120449 7040
4,

EFREZRANELE
X, AMBHTTHEISG
BEUEBFERSSHE
BI5, AARRESRNZ
ARERTHEM, HF
2-4, 13-158 435
—, 5-8, 9-12i8% 35
=, 16 ABAER
ggo

HRRAMFEIABNE
SHEXREARKEBESR
BEEHHAR, XthE
EHEABREMRAHR
B, ARENSHE-—AE
| EZHEEND.

lexical resource, grammatical range and accuracy).

Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the Writing score.

The |IELTS Writing examination tests your ability to produce two different
pieces of writing in a set time period of one hour. For Academic Writing Task
1 you are expected to write a summary of the information provided on some
graphic or pictorial diagram. You must write at least 150 words. In Writing
Task 2, you are expected to discuss an issue, question or option and to give
your own point of view in the form of a formal written essay. You must write at
least 250 words.

Remember the entire writing test is only 60 minutes long and that
Writing Task 2 is longer than Writing Task 1. Writing Task 2 is worth twice as
many marks so you are advised to spend approximately 20 minutes on Task 1
and 40 minutes on Task 2.

The scores are calculated and transferred onto a Band scale of 1 - 9.

This course covers Academic Writing Task 1 in Lesson 2 - 4 and Lesson
13 - 15. Writing Task 2 and the more academic content is covered in Lesson 5 - 8
and Lesson 9 - 12. Lesson 16 is designed to give you exam practice with both
Writing Task 1 and Writing Task 2 in a timed 60-minute lesson.

Research has proven that repetition and recycling of material is the most
effective way to retain new information and is the rationale for including
regular review sections and questions in this course.

In this lesson, you will look at both Writing Task 1 and Writing Task 2 as an

introduction to what is coming in later lessans.

Section 1 Academic Writing Task 1

Content and task type

The Writing Task 1 prompt is always a type of diagram which you are
asked to summarize into a written report.

Task types may involve describing information from

» agraph, chart, or table

» aflow chart or process diagram

¢« aplanoramap
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» adiagram showing or comparing objects
Understanding charts, tables, graphs and diagrams

Being able to interpret factual information represented in visual form
such as charts, tables and diagrams is an important academic skill. If you are
preparing for the Academic IELTS proficiency exam in English, you will need to
be able to interpret visual data and then describe that data in a written report
for the Writing Task 1 efficiently in a relatively short amount of time. You need
to develop a good understanding of different ways visual data is presented to

be able to interpret it precisely and accurately.

Learn to recognize the forms

m) Activity 1
Select the title that describes each picture.
i I )
6 a. Diagram
S I b. Line graph
4 c. Pie chart
. d. Bar chart
2
e. Table
1
]
Z( )
a. Diagram
H Apples
Pears b. Line graph
Oranges c. Pie chart
Grapes d. Bar chart
Berri
ernes e. Table
Watermelons
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