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Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology-books that have stood the test
of time-—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You'll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥18.00
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥26.00
Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥ 24.00
The Adventizes of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥ 18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00
Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00
The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evil

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥26.00
Ulysses(I and 11)+(11I) by James Joyce ¥36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
20 to the publisher’s weibo: http://weibo.convlrs 2009, or call 024-23284321.



Thomas Hardy

Thomas Hardy (2 June 1840 — 11 January 1928) was
an English novelist and poet. A Victorian realist, in the
tradition of George Eliot, he was also influenced both
in his novels and poetry by Romanticism, especially
by William Wordsworth Charles Dickens is another
important influence on Thomas Hardy. Like Dickens,
he was also highly critical of much in Victorian society,
though Hardy focused more on a declining rural society.

While Hardy wrote poetry throughout his life,
and regarded himself primarily as a poet, his first
collection was not published until 1898. Initially
therefore he gained fame as the author of such novels
as Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), The Mayor of
Casterbridge (1886), Tess of the d’Urbervilles (1891),
and Jude the Obscure (1895). However, since the
1950s Hardy has been recognized as a major poet, and
had a significant influence on The Movement poets of
the 1950s and 1960s, including Phillip Larkin.

The bulk of his fictional works, initially published
as serials in magazines, were set in the semi-
fictional region of Wessex and explored tragic
characters struggling against their passions and
social circumstances. Hardy’s Wessex is based on the
medieval Anglo-Saxon kingdom and eventually came
to include the counties of Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset,
Devon, Hampshire and much of Berkshire, in south
west England.
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More classics to be soon published are:

WINTER SUNSHINE by John Burroughs

THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO by Alexandre Dumas

5 PLAYS by George Bernard Shaw

HAMLET by Shakespeare

THE MEMOIRS OF SHERLOCK HOLMES by Sir Arfhur Conian Doyle
THE GOOD EARTH by Peari Buck

More ...

And

THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS by Sigmund Freud
THE CONFESSIONS by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
PRINCE by Niccolo Machiavelli

More ...

And

ROBINSON CRUSOE by Daniel Defoe

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen
JANE EYRE by Charlofte Bronte

WUTHERING HEIGHTS by Emily Bronte

DAVID COPPERFIELD by Charles Dickens
GREAT EXPECTATIONS by Charles Dickens
HARD TIMES by Charles Dickens

OLIVER TWIST by Charles Dickens

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens
THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE by Thomas Hardy
HEART OF DARKNESS by Joseph Conrad
LORD JIM by Joseph Conrad

DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE by Robert Louls Stevenson
TREASURE ISLAND by Robert Louis Stevenson
KIDNAPPED by Robert Louis Stevenson

And many more ...



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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Phase the First: The Maiden 1

Phase the First: The Maiden

1

On an evening in the latter part of May a middle-
aged man was walking homeward from Shaston to the
village of Marlott, in the adjoining Vale of Blakemore,
or Blackmoor. The pair of legs that carried him
were rickety, and there was a bias in his gait which
inclined him somewhat to the left of a straight line. He
occasionally gave a smart nod, as if in confirmation of
some opinion, though he was not thinking of anything
in particular. An empty egg-basket was slung upon his
arm, the nap of his hat was ruffled, a patch being quite
worn away at its brim where his thumb came in taking
it off. Presently he was met by an elderly parson
astride on a gray mare, who, as he rode, hummed a
wandering tune.

“Good night t’ee,” said the man with the basket.

“Good night, Sir John,” said the parson.

The pedestrian, after another pace or two, halted,
and turned round.

“Now, sir, begging your pardon; we met last market-
day on this road about this time, and I said ‘Good
night,” and you made reply ‘Good night, Sir John,’ as
now.”

“I did,” said the parson.

“And once before that — near a month ago.”

“I may have.”

“Then what might your meaning be in calling me
‘Sir John' these different times, when 1 be plain Jack
Durbeyfield, the haggler?”

The parson rode a step or two nearer.
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“It was only my whim,” he said; and, after a
moment’s hesitation: “It was on account of a discovery
[ made some little time ago, whilst I was hunting up
pedigrees for the new county history. I am Parson
Tringham, the antiquary, of Stagfoot Lane. Don’t
you really know, Durbeyfield, that you are the lineal
representative of the ancient and kmghtlx family of the
d’Urbervilles, who derive their descent from Sir Pagan
d’Urberville, that renowned knight who came from
Normandy with William the Conqueror, as appears by
Battle Abbey Roll?”

“Never heard it before, sir!”

“Well it’s true. Throw up your chin a moment, so
that I may catch the profile of your face better. Yes,
that’s the d’Urberville nose and chin — a little debased.
Your ancestor was one of the twelve knights who
assisted the Lord of Estremavilla in Normandy in his
conquest of Glamorganshire. Branches of your family
held manors over all this part of England; their names
appear in the Pipe Rolls in the time of King Stephen.
In the reign of King John one of them was rich enough
to give a manor to the Knights Hospitallers; and in
Edward the Second’s time your forefather Brian was
summoned to Westminster to attend the great Council
there. You declined a little in Oliver Cromwell’s time.
but to no serious extent, and in Charles the Second’s
reign you were made Knights of the Royal Oak for
your loyalty. Aye, there have been generations of Sir
Johns among you, and if knighthood were hereditary,
like a baronetcy, as it practically was in old times,
when men were knighted from father to son, you
would be Sir John now.”

“Ye don’t say so!”

“In short,” concluded the parson, decisively
smacking his leg with his switch, “there’s hardly such
another family in England.”

“Daze my eyes, and isn’t there?” said Durbeyfield.
“And here have I been knocking about, year after
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year, from pillar to post, as if [ was no more than the
commonest feller in the parish... And how long hev
this news about me been knowed, Pa’son Tringham?”’

The clergyman explained that, as far as he was
aware, it had quite died out of knowledge, and
could hardly be said to be known at all. His own
investigations had begun on a day in the preceding
spring when, having been engaged in tracing the
vicissitudes of the d’Urberville family, he had
observed Durbeyfield’s name on his waggon, and had
thereupon been led to make inquiries about his father
and grandfather till he had no doubt on the subject.

“At first I resolved not to disturb you with such a
useless piece of information,” said he. “However, our
impulses are too strong for our judgement sometimes.
I thought you might perhaps know something of it all
the while.”

“Well, I have heard once or twice, ‘tis true, that
my family had seen better days afore they came to
Blackmoor. But I took no notice o’t, thinking it to
mean that we had once kept two horses where we
now keep only one. I’ve got a wold silver spoon, and
a wold graven seal at home, too; but, Lord, what’s a
spoon and seal? ... And to think that I and these noble
d’Urbervilles were one flesh all the time. ‘Twas said
that my gr’t-granfer had secrets, and didn’t care to talk
of where he came from... And where do we raise our
smoke, now, parson, if I may make so bold; [ mean,
where do we d’Urbervilles live?”

“You don’t live anywhere. You are extinct — as a
county family.”

“That’s bad.”

“Yes — what the mendacious family chronicles call
extinct in the male line — that is, gone down—gone
under.”

“Then where do we lie?”

“At Kingsbere-sub-Greenhill: rows and rows of
you in your vaults, with your effigies under Purbeck-



