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Abstract: This is an interview with Zhang Zhongzai. an eminent scholar of
western literature in China and a distinguished professor of Beijing Foreign
Studies University. During the interview, Professor Zhang shares with the
interviewer his research methods and experience. He says any academic
research should be grounded upon an extensive command of classics, focusing
on the latest academic developments as well as a keen interdisciplinary insight
and knowledge. Professor Zhang further elaborates on the dialectical
relationship between criticism and critical theory. Critical theory is part and
parcel of literary studies and its academic merits should be given due
acknowledgement and respect.

Key words: critical theory; criticism; western classical literary theories
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