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Chen Chih-fo’s Fine-line Paintings
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Master of Exact Brushwork Flowers and Birds Painting,Mr Chen Zhi-fo(chih-fo)

have been well acquainted with and admired an

affable artist of medium height. Under the broad
forehead of this artist was always a pair of black-rim eye
glasses; he also wore woolly hair that was brushed
backward, ans a scanty but graceful beard: features that
suggested the elegant bearing of a scholar and a modest
and sincere character. The artist who had attained such
great reverence is the eminent Chinese educator of fine
arts, the famed exact brushword flowers and birds
painter, and the distinguished master of industrial arts,
Mr Chen Zhi-fo.

Throughout the last 50 years, people of the art circle

Mr Chen was born at Hu-shan town of Yu-yao county
(now Ci-xi county), Zhijiangon September 14, 1986, with
the given name Shao-ben. He was called Zhi-fo in school,
alias Jie, and was known as Xue-weng as well. Mr Chen
was admitted to the textile department of Zhejiang
Technical Institute at Hangzhou. Six years later, he won a
government scholarship for studies in Japan. He then
entered the industrial design department of Tokyo Arts
School of Japan in 1919. He did exceedingly well in
school; his works, which had been displayed in the
industrial arts exhibitions held by Japan Arts Association
and the Agricultural Department of the Japanese
Government, were awarded prizes. After graduation in
1923, he returned to China to take up the post of Professor
of Design in the Oriental Arts Institute of Shanghai and
Shanghai Fine Arts University. He also established the
Shang-mei Design Studio. In 1928, he became the Head of
Design Department of Guangzhou Arts Institute. In 1930
he was a professor of Shanghai Arts Institute and was
appointed Professor of Fine Arts of Nanjing Central
University. During the resistance against Japanese
invasion, he went to Chongging and became the principal
of National Arts Institute. In 1946, he followed the move
of Central Univessity and returned to Nanjing. He was
employed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific &
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as a member of the
Chinese Council and Commissioner of the fine arts
section in August next year. In 1948, he was the Deputy
Head of the Fine Arts Department of Central University.
Since 1949, he had taken up the posts of Department
Head and Professor of Nanjing University and Nanjing
Normal College Deputy Principal of Nanjing Fine Arts
College consecutively.

He was elected as executive member of the Chinese
Artists’ Association, executive member of the standing
committee of the East China Branch of the Association,
and Deputy Chairman of the Jiangsu Artists’ Union. Mr
Chen died from cerebral haemorrhageonJanuary 15, 1962
at the age of 66. He had devoted all his life for fine arts
education, cultivating quite a number of talented artists.
He was also committed to the study of industrial arts and
had made a great contribution to the development of
Chinese industrial arts. Witnessing the plight of exact
brushwork flowers and birds paintings, which were on the
verge of demise since the 20s, he, with immense courage,
squeezed time out of his crowded schedule for the study

of this genre. Owing to his broad range of knowledge ana
cultivation, and after many painstaking explorations, he
turned out more than five hundred exact brushwork
flowers and birds pictures within 26 years. In 1935, he
held an exhibition for his new flower and bird works,
which were marked for their serenity, freshness and
subtlety. These beautiful scrolls, signed with name ‘Xue-
weng’, had not only won the praises from cultural and arts
circles, but also captivated the attention of his fellow
artists.

During the resistance against Japan’s invasion, Mr
Chen had to endure the vicissitudes of a wandering life
while fleeing with his family to Chongqing for refuge.
Many of his works and drafts, for which he had spent
years of efforts, were lost in this period. Although he
suffered a great blow because of this, Mr Chen, with his
extraordinary tenacity and stamina, - restarted his
exploration and production of exact brushwork flowers
and birds pictures in the difficult times of national
calamity and turmoil. His works exhibited in Chongging
('Chen Zhi-fo’s Chinese Paintings Exhibition’, 1942) were
rich in meaning, fresh in tone, original in style and
touching in mood. As the famous scholars Pan Shu and
Li Chang-zhi, have commented: ‘The original style
introduced (by Mr Chan) to flower painting . .. is very
stimulating. While many people still regard this genre as
vulgar, we hope that Mr Chen would not be deterred and
look forward to its full development by him. Artistic
creation is an exploration, and an original style must be
backed up by a strong will! During the 50s, he had made
enormous strides in the aspects of vision, composition
and expression techniques. His monumental works in this
period have reached a level that was never attained by
other artists before, signifying a great step forward in
Chinese exact brushwork flowers and birds painting. A
relatively comprehensive and systematic demonstration
of Mr Chen’s inheritance of the tradition of exact
brushwork flowers and birds painting, his original
exploration and the magnificient accomplishments he
have made could be seen in the ‘Chen Zhi-fo Flowers and
Birds Paintings Exhibition’ held in Jiangsu Art Studio in
July 1960, at which 80 works made by Mr Chen between
the period 1943 to 1960 were displayed. A wide variety of
lively flowers and birds figures, full of meticulous and
enchanting details, have been delineated in: these works,
providing a superb aesthetic experience to the viewers.

Mr. Chen'’s original way of making exact brushwork
flowers and birds paintings has exerted a remarkable
influence and helped to cultivate quite a number of
students and followers, breathing a new vitality into the
withering flowers and birds genre. The fact that it was Mr
Chen who, out of his sublime sense of responsibility for
Chinese culture and his strong will, brought a new lease
of life to the vanishing art of flowers and birds painting,
in the times when the 'birds’ were silent and the flowers
withered, would never be forgotten. His historical
contributions and artistic accomplishments are, indeed,

everlasting! AR ] AL B PR L
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Feeding Chicks Among
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Ancient Plum Tree
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