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PREFACE.

«+Pmis bk hae not beonwriﬂanisuhistoryoftbo
@igesy ot & on ojsbosate cssay on that great nation.
@B My, 3844; § sniled in the barque Pioneer for Can-
ANgdenl afivk o tedicus pamsage arrived at Macao on the
S 96 Bipinber following. It was uncertain bow long
Nalor il xtcnades; but thought at first that our stay would
mn‘wymm We at once went to Canton,
“‘m%wndhngtodomectedwuhtho
Mﬁmmmyown,udhoonfomdmnm
%w Desirous of studying, es far as lay in
w*wmcmhhu,mdmh
mhlmdmcmmwmdmm
-mmwdmgmthahonpmd
all my inforcation from the numerous books
‘_';humm@thacelumls. In this spirit,
Sighaitie fay, I went about the streets, into sll kinds of
J #awoed, uch tima oo the densely peopled ziver,
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1 studied intently all that passed before me, and was
rewarded for any trouble undertaken by the knowledge
guined of the most extraordinary people, the only un-
changed representatives of antiquity to be found among
civilized beings. The observation of one day was care-
fully compared with that of the next, and the result of my
researches submitted to the decision of gentiemen, who
bad lived years in China, with the best opportunities of
becoming acquainted with the natives.

Finally, I referred to works of established merit, and
adopted nothing until I was felly barne cut by wvagues.
tionable muthority. In this mamer (our stay being pro
tracted for several months) I became intimately ecquainted
with the inhabitants of Canton, who differ only in sliglt
peculiarities from the great mass of their countrymen,

But as I visited no other great city in the empire, {
have called my book the * Canton Chinese.” 1 deter
mined before engaging in this work to treat of nothing
that did not come under my own observetion, and so my
range of subjects is limited. But the reader may rely on
the truth of the volume. I had several reasons for adopt-
ing the course that I have pursued. 1 considered the Chi-
nese 8o wonderful a people, and so unjustly underrated,
that I was desirous of bringing them to the more intimate
Jmowledge of my countrymen, as far ss could be effected
by my feeble efforts. Thus I preferred to work out care-
fully a cabinet picture, rather than attempt a great histori-
cal peinting. '

In the second place, my stay in China was limited, end
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though ample time elapsed to glean all that is contained
in the following pages, yet it was not sufficient to study
Chinese history and polity. Therefore I have said nothing
of dynasties, governments, laws, language or literature.
Nothing that I could have written on these heads would
have possessed the least interest or weight, and would
have been mere plagiarisms.

Lastly, my utter ignorance of the Chinese language,
without which no one can of himself study Chinese his-
“tory, held me firm in the course I had chosen.

A few of the leading chapters were originally published
in the Baltimore American, but they have been much en-
larged, and are now presented to the public in an improved
form.

I shall be happy if my humble efforts are the means
of inducing my readers to turn a portion of their attention
towards the Celestial Empire ; and the further they pursue
their researches, the more will they find to praise in the
peaceful energy, industry and ingenuity of the most en-
lightened of orientals.

Bavtimore, Mp., August, 1849.
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THE CANTON CHINESE.

CHAPTER I
“H% YOYAGR ~~- JAVA — THE CHINA SEA.

‘Viévaazs are proverbially tedious, even from the
daye:of Golambus, and every commercial traveiler
Wi aeow-a<days embarks in a Liverpool packet,
nover fails to inform his friends or the reading world
fmgonersl, bow long the passage seemed, how often
s mmils of the ship flapped wearily, who composed
Wher'paety i the ufter cabin, when he cast his bait
%o ay shask, saw & suspicious sail, and threaded a
deal of seaweod
mﬂ s all such experience is to the voyager,
aivanui vannot equal that of his readers, from the
Mitlale. fazt that like long yamns have been heard a

-thmes before, and the devoted victim, who

# piously made up his mind to wade through “A

g0, because he is expected 20 feel the deep-

e ia fas author, cannot help wishing that the

: .

b
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first chapter, written ‘at sea,” had never boen per-
mitted to appear on dry land.

I will merely say, that we had flown thmgh the
Indian ocean, with all the sail that a strong. south-
east trade wind had permitted us to carry, and ope
fine afternoon in August, 1844, we heard the fizst
mate sing out * Land ! ” as Java Head loamed majes-
tically over the dark gray waters.” - ;| -

We “deemed it prudent to lay to that night, as ne
one on board knew the perils of the Straits of Sunda,
and we had good reason to hope, that the morning

would see us safe past Angier Point, and hurrying
for the Java Sea.

But we were not so fortunate,

The morning dawned and the sun roee almost
simultaneously, for the brilliant equatorjal climes
know not the romance of the twilight hour, the wind
blew, we made sail, came abreast of Princes kslahd,
caught & glimpse of the noble scenery of the stamits,
when the clouds gathered in quick asa stomm
the Alps.

The wind chopped round, the tide turned mlﬂ
against us, and thus in the face of sea and sky dis
beat for seven days, along the great headlands of
Western Java, and at length, weary with reverses
and ill luck, anchored in Anjier roads. i

It was pleasant to ride at quiet anchor afier tossing
for months upon the ocean, to hear the soothing ssund
of waves break with a distant roar upon the shining
beach, and to look upon scenery as beautiful u‘ﬁn
around us.

On one side the length of Java extended for W
miles, its headlands and mighty moudtains towering
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Buso Wond) while ita rich ulleyu shope in the sun-
dight as green as emerald. :

* Vit freas, thick grown along the shores; gave deep
nliinde (o the ' huts of the natives, whose long narrow
Wig(h 'with latresn sails, dotted the sparkling bay,

a5 '0ib dutigslows of the Duich residents, and the
“whike walled ﬂntg{!nened brightly.

To the left, the magnificent peaks of scattered
Slunls roes from the waters, covered 10 their sharp
endilimithe with the denss quick vegetation of the sunny
wofiacd diin in distance on the southernmost point
' Béwvatrs; upreared the mighty Rajah Bassa, haif
vellod' in shade, like the majesty of an eastern

wButros dad we been anchored five minates, when
Wé'sw & fong proa: full of men, pulling directly for
W$0” We bad heard from childhood awful stories of

Midiry 'gitates, fellows who cut your throat more

Ny s your purse-strings, and we had had all
Ptwinrgent veady, ever since we entered the

Straits of Sunda.

. Ohex tvg six pounders were run ont of their port-
kvaskets loaded for the crew, and the
bod T had pat oar Colt’s revolvera itito
firmiy determined to astonish the natives
mﬁm resort, when pacific measures should
Y onavailing.
hwe ok courage, as we saw that there was
e 4 the bow of the boat, and actually
Fwe conld not detect small arms among
j &he carried a Dutch flag, and only borea

* Bivéey. He was = Malay mail agent, sent
PV Revident; 1o ask ns ucc:dentauyon w:-

e



