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Family history is much more than a family tree or a photo
album. It is also a collection of stories about your
ancestors which become your family folklore, and you can
pass these stories on to your descendants. You are encouraged to
trace family roots by visiting or revisiting ancestral homes, where
you may feel new connections and a sense of appreciation for their
achievements, joys, moments of pride as well as what they have left

to your family.

& J
Task-based Teaching Procedure One

Guide the students to get some idea of the text by listening. Let the
students listen to the recording and speak out the places mentioned and
finish the following information matching task.
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f‘i 1. the dining room A. my great-grandfather é
§ 2. the library B. the extended family !
2@3 the backroom C. the hired men }

Listen to the recording again and try to retell the layout of the house to
your partner.

Task-based Teaching Procedure Two
Invite the class to read the whole text as quickly as possible and find out
those groups of words which contain words or phrases outside the text.

1. A) trace B) nurture
C) shelter D) wander
2. A) descendant B) adventure
C) appreciation D) sightseeing
3. A) involve B) overlook
C) extract D) impose
4. A) graciously B) memorize
C) issue D) slam
5. A) presence B) cemetery
C) inscription D) carpentry
6. A) lament B) concrete
C) maintain D) reward
7. A) overwhelm B) convene
C) essence D) dimension
8. A) vacationer B) innovation ‘
L ... S

Task-based Teaching Procedure Three

Ask the students to match the following expressions with the proper
English explanations given below.

(/ 1. rich possibility s‘

2. sentimental journey

3. fulfilling life

4. to shape the town

5. to take its toll ’
6. beloved memories J
N >4




Unit 1 Vacations That Nurture a Sense of Place

/" 7.Chances are good that... N
8. stern reminder
9. be dulled by the elements
10. Those differences make a case for visiting the past.
A. build and develop the town
B. meaningful possibility
C. sweet memories
D. a journey full of love
E. blurred because of the weather, especially wind and rain
F. cause a loss to
G. Those differences provide good reasons for tracing the history.
H. satisfactory and meaningful life
I. severe warning
\_J._Itis probable that...

Task-based Teaching Procedure Four

Divide the students into groups of four to learn the whole text together,
and expect the students to point out what they are interested in, what
they are not so clear about and what they would like to ask for help for.

Vacations That Nurture a;,Se;.se of Place
— by Marilyn Gardner

Summer vacations serve many purposes, offering time for everything from simple
relaxation to sightseeing, adventure, and education.

For some vacationers, there’ s another rich possibility: a chance to trace family roots by
visiting — or revisiting — ancestral homes. Wandering through rooms that sheltered earlier
generations of relatives, descendants can feel new connections and a heightened sense of
appreciation for those who have gone before.

In our family, this kind of sentimental journey involves heading to Pine River, Wis., a tiny
dot on the map 45 minutes northwest of Oshkosh. There, on a hill overlooking the main street,
stands an imposing white Colonial where my maternal great-grandparents, early settlers here,
raised four children and carved out fulfilling lives.

On a brilliant summer Saturday, as the current owners graciously lead us through the
seven-bedroom house, we try hard to memorize details. This is the dining room where the
extended family gathered for Thanksgiving and Christmas. This is the library where my
great-grandfather, an enthusiastic reader, kept his books. This is the back room where the hired
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men slept after long days of planting or threshing on
the family farm. And this area off the kitchen is
where my great-grandfather wrote in his diary and
issued stern reminders to his grandchildren —
“Don’t slam the door!” — as they ran in and out.

The décor has changed, of course, but these

spaces still convey a sense of the past. “You can
almost feel the people and their presence,” says my cousin as we thank our hosts and leave.

Up the road, past the Congregational church where our relatives worshiped, a small
cemetery tells other stories. Pausing to read gravestones dating back to the 1800s, their names
and inscriptions dulled by the elements, visitors can feel awed by this silent community of
former residents who played varying roles in shaping this town.

Sometimes such pilgrimages are bittersweet. One woman in New York describes her
sadness in discovering that a favorite cherry tree in her grandparents’ former yard is gone, and
that her grandfather’s carpentry shop in the basement has been turned into a studio apartment. A
man in New Jersey laments the loss of his grandfather’s garden, now paved in concrete.

Neglect can also take its toll. My father and I once visited the beautifully maintained house
where he was born. But our elation over its pristine condition turned to sadness at our next stop,
the dairy farm that once belonged to his grandparents. The house and barns looked derelict,
badly in need of paint and repairs. Never again, we vowed, would we go back. Some beloved

memories are best left unchanged.

Tracing family roots on paper, through
documents, letters, and diaries, brings many
rewards. But actually walking in the footsteps of
earlier generations adds a powerful new
dimension — a sense of place.

“The past is a foreign country: they do things
differently there,” observed the British novelist L. P.

Hartley. Those differences make a case for visiting
the past.

Several years ago Christine Louise Hohlbaum, an American living in Paunzhausen,
Germany, went with her father to Long Island, N. Y., to see a house once owned by her
great-aunt. As they walked the grounds, she says, she felt an “overwhelming” sense of history.
“It was as if I were convening with the essence of our family. This was a real live place where
important events happened.”

As other vacationers make pilgrimages to their own long-ago “real live places” this
summer, some might agree with Thomas Wolfe that you can’ t go home again, at least not
permanently. But you can go back for an hour, or even 15 minutes. And chances are good that
you’ll feel the richer for it.
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Words for Pleasure

nurture [ 'no:tfo]

sightseeing [ 'sait si:in]
adventure [od ventf3]
vacationer [va'keifna(r)]

ancestral [&n'sestral]
wander ['wondo]

shelter [ '[elto]

descendant [di'sendont]

appreciation [o pri:fi'eifon]

sentimental [ senti' mentol]

adj.

1.to provide the care and attention necessary
for a young child, animal, or plant to
grow and develop &, H

2.to provide the necessary conditions for
something to grow and develop i 3% ,
A

the activity of traveling around a place to

see the interesting things in it Y6, iF %

an exciting, unusual, and sometimes

dangerous experience B F& (£:)57)

a holidaymaker {4

of ancestor fH 5, #HAZH)

to travel from place to place, especially

on foot, without a particular direction or

purpose &7, WL, iF77 , Wi

to protect someone or something from

bad weather {R#, JIEH* (LA 5324 KK

YR )

a relative of a person who lived in the past

e, EA

the feeling you have when you are

grateful to someone B3 , A

relating to emotions rather than reason /&

(AR
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involve [in'volv]

overlook [ ouvo'luk]

imposing [im'pouzin]
maternal [ms'ta:nl]

fulfilling [ful filip]

graciously [ 'grefosli]
thresh [Oref]

issue ['ifu]

stern [sto:n]

slam [slem]

décor ['deiko:]

cemetery [ semitori]

inscription [in'skripfon]

pilgrimage [ 'pilgrimid3]

carpentry [ ka:pontri]

adj.

adj.

adj.

to include something as a necessary part

of an activity, event or situation ({f A0

WA R

to have a view of something from above

BEZ , DRI

large and impressive R, SHMEAF

a maternal relative is related to you

through your mother (GEJ& ) &3 —H 1

making you feel fulfilled 4> A i J& (1 , fii

NA USRI

genially, pleasantly 3% #h, { = Z&#h

to separate the grain from the rest of a

crop such as wheat using a tool or

machine (f# H] TR AL T4, (-

JiHi

to announce something or give it to

people officially & A5 , 2344 , A% , KB

a stern person, expression or statement is

serious and severe " ¥, D5 [

to shut a door or lid with great force so

that it makes a loud noise, often because

you are angry fHi£h5¢, #8- - -FEHIIC |

the style of decoration and furniture in a

building 24 KUkE , A B A

an area of ground where dead people are

buried ZLH , A ZE

a piece of writing written or cut on or in

something, especially as a record of an

achievement or in order to honour

someone /A , B 45 , £ C

1. a journey that a religious person makes
to a holy place BH2Z Z ik , ¥

2. a visit to a place that is connected with
someone or something that is
important to you FEif , (B EE A HL
FEBAYIERTH) S

the activity of making things from wood

or repairing things that are made of wood

AT
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lament [lo'ment]

concrete [ 'konkri:t]

take its toll

elation [i'leifon]
pristine [ pristi:n]

derelict [ 'derilikt]

dimension [di'menfsn, dai-]

overwhelming [ ouvo hwelmin]

convene [kon'vi:n]

permanently [ 'pa:monantli]

1. Pine River

adj.

adj.

adj.

adv.

Cultural Tips -

to show publicly that you feel sad or
disappointed about something (4 ) (2
W) B3 s (S0 ) , b TR T

a hard substance used in building made
by mixing cement, sand, small stones, and
water JR&E T

to harm or damage someone or something,
especially in a gradual way (JLI§& 4 ) it
120

a feeling of great happiness and excitement
RETERE, A RE

something that is pristine looks very
clean, tidy, or new 3% ) ; %8 Y
something such as a building or piece of
land that is derelict is empty, not used,
and in a bad condition 38 3 ; B K1)

a part of a situation, especially when it
influences the way you think about the
situation (&0 HY)&R 4>, 7 Tl

much larger, stronger, more important etc
than anything else in a situation J& 8] 4
), BT R

to arrange a formal meeting, or to gather
for a meeting A (&), EATFE

for a long time without essential change

Pine River is a town in Lincoln County, Wisconsin, the United States. The population was
1,877 at the 2000 census. The unincorporated community of Pine River is located in the town.

2. Wis.

Wisconsin is a state located in the north-central United States and is part of the Midwest and
Great Lakes regions. It is bordered by Minnesota to the west, lowa to the southwest, Illinois
to the south, Lake Michigan to the east, Michigan to the northeast, and Lake Superior to the

north. Wisconsin is the 23rd most extensive and the 20th most populous of the United States.
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3. Oshkosh

Oshkosh is a town in Winnebago County, Wisconsin, the United States. The population was
3,234 at the 2000 census.

4. Congregational church

Congregational churches are Protestant Christian churches practising Congregationalist
church governance, in which each congregation independently and autonomously runs its
own affairs.

5. New Jersey

New Jersey is a state in the Northeastern and Middle Atlantic regions of the United States. It
is bordered on the north and east by the U.S. state of New York, on the southeast and south
by the Atlantic Ocean, on the west by Pennsylvania, and on the southwest by Delaware. New
Jersey is the 4th least extensive, but the 11th most populous and the most densely populated
of the United States.

6. L. P. Hartley

Leslie Poles Hartley (30 December 1895 — 13 December 1972), known as L. P. Hartley,
was a British novelist and short story writer. His best-known novels are The Eustace and
Hilda Trilogy (1947) and The Go-Between (1953). The latter was made into a 1970 film,
directed by Joseph Losey with a star cast, in an adaptation by Harold Pinter. Its opening
sentence, “The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there,” has become
almost proverbial.

7. Paunzhausen

Paunzhausen is a municipality in the district of Freising in Bavaria in Germany.

8. Long Isiand

Long Island is an island in the southeast of the U.S. state of New York, just east of
Manbhattan. Stretching northeast into the Atlantic Ocean, Long Island contains four counties,
two of which are boroughs of New York City (Queens and Brooklyn) and two of which are
mainly suburban (Nassau and Suffolk). The term “Long Island” often refers only to Nassau
and Suffolk counties in order to differentiate them from New York City, although all four

counties are on the island and part of the New York metropolitan area.

9. Thomas Wolfe

Thomas Clayton Wolfe (October 3, 1900 — September 15, 1938) was a major American
novelist of the early 20th century. He wrote four lengthy novels, plus many short stories,
dramatic works and novellas. He is known for mixing highly original, poetic, and
impressionistic prose with autobiographical writing. His books, written and published from

the 1920s to the 1940s, vividly reflect on American culture and mores of the period.
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Shower for Learning

. In our family, this kind of sentimental journey involves heading to Pine River...
In our family, this kind of journey full of love includes going to Pine River...
. ... raised four children and carved out fulfilling lives.
... brought four kids up and succeeded in creating meaningful and satisfactory lives.
. The décor has changed, of course, but these spaces still convey a sense of the past.
Surely, the decorations have changed, but the rooms still deliver the feelings from the past.
. Sometimes such pilgrimages are bittersweet.
Sometimes such kind of visiting is full of pain and pleasure.
. But our elation over its pristine condition turned to sadness at our next stop...
But at next stop, our happiness and excitement at its clean and tidy condition became sadness.

Sailing Tower

. Treat the world well. It was not given to you by your parents. It was willed to you by your
children.

— Kenyan Proverb

. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.
— from Bible

. Relationship without friendship, friendship without power, power without will, will without
effect, effect without profit, profit without virtue, are not worth a farto.

— by Benjamin Franklin

. When the sun comes in, the doctor goes out.

— anonymous
. The greatest friend of truth is time, her greatest enemy is prejudice, and her constant company

is humility.
— by Colton
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Life Journey for Sharin_ »

They say you can never go home again.

Well, you can. Only you might find
yourself staying at a Trave Lodge, driving a
rented Ford Contour and staking out your
childhood home like some noir private eye
just trying to catch a glimpse of the
Johnny-come-latelys that are now living in

YOUR HOUSE.

It’s a familiar story. Kids grow up, parents
sell the family home and move to some sunnier
climate, some condo somewhere, some smaller
abode. We grown up kids box up all the junk
from our childhoods—dusty ballet shoes, high
school text books, rolled up posters of Adam

Antand—and wonder where home went.

I’ m not a sentimental person, I told
myself. I don’ t need to see old 3922 26th
Street before we sell the place. I even skipped
the part where I return home to salvage my
mementos from the garage. I let my parents
box up the stuff which arrived from San
Francisco like the little package you get when
released from jail. You know, here’ s your

watch, the outfit you wore in here, some cash.

Here’s the person you once were.

After a year, San Francisco called me
home again. The next day, I cruised over to
my old neighborhood. There was the little
corner store my mom used to send me to for
milk, the familiar fire station, the Laundromat.
I cried like the sap I never thought I’ d be. I
sat in the car, staring at my old house, tears
welling up. It had a fresh paint job, the gang
graffiti erased from the garage door. New

10
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