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Preface

The project of “The Living Status and Development Strategies of
Minority Women in Northwestern China” was funded by the Ford Foun-
dation and conducted by the Research Center of Minority Women in
Northwestern China, Northwest Normal University. The study on mi-
nority women and gender issues in northwestern China is one achieve-
ment of project. The project takes minority women in northwestern Chi-
na, especially women from the unique ethnic groups of Dongxiang and
Bao'an in Gansu province as a case study and features an integration of
action, practice and theoretical research. Methods of participation and
social gender analysis were also adopted in the project to explore the
relationship between minority women and economics, politics, culture,
education and health. The current study also attempts to set a pattern

of thinking and commitment for the studies on women of minority ethnic

groups .

From April 2004 to May 2007, several social work studies were
undertaken for the project: structural interview, field investigation,
training on social gender and the be - involved — model, seminars, as

well as academic exchanges inside and outside of the province.
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From May 2004 to June 2004, the members of the project re-
searched numerous historical documents and literature. On July 4th
and 5th, 2004, Prof. Li Xiaojiang, an expert on women issues in Chi-
na was invited to train members of the project in Lanzhou for two days,
which laid the groundwork for further research. On July 12th, task
forces of the project visited Mr. Ma Zixiang, a well — known scholar of
the Dongxiang ethnic minority group. From his own nationality’s per-
spective, Mr. Ma elaborated on the cultural and nationalistic features
of the Dongxiang ethnic minority group, it's history and research, the
status of Dongxiang women, similarities and differences between the
Dongxiang and other Islamic nationalities, and issues that need to be
considered when studying the Donxiang ethnic group.

To achieving real and accurate first — hand materials, firstly, we
started survey so as to have the real situation of the investigated sites.
On the 15" and 16" July of 2004, with the support and cooperation
from the county government, the county party committee and the wom-
en’s union of Dongxiang, we organized a meeting attended by the lead-
ers from 16 departments of the county, as the women’s union, the edu-
cation bureau, the office of poverty aid, the union front department,
the business administration, the public health bureau, the forestry bu-
reau, the religion administration bureau, the department of public me-
dia and the laws bureau. According to the development level of econo-
my of different villages and the ratio of population in towns and vil-

lages, four investigation sites were decided on the meeting, which are
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Suonanba, Dabanxiang, Wangji and Longquan.

From July 17" to August 20", the project group designed a ques-
tioﬁnaire based on preliminary research. The project group then went
to the town of Dabanxiang from August 30th to September 2nd, to de-
liver the questionnaire to 60 villagers (30 males and 30 females) . Af-
ter initial interviews with the villagers, problems in the questionnaire
were detected, thus, resulting in a revision and a‘ new final draft.

From September 4th to September 13th, three research groups
went to the specified sites, Dongxiang and Jishishan, for further inves-
tigation. In order to guarantee the accuracy and reliability of the data
from the investigation, some young Dongxiang and Badan with a mini-
mum of a primary school diploma were trained. We also employed an
interpreter to assist us in conducting the questionnaire and interviews.
The research team in Suonanba, Dongxiang County had collected 48
questionnaires (24 males, 24 females) . The research team in the vil-
lages of Shaheichi, and Jutou had collected 120 questionnaires (60
males, 60 females) . The research team in Daban collected 120 ques-
tionnaires (60 males, 60 females). The research team in the villages
of Laozhuang, and Galijia, and in the town of Longquan had collected
120 questionnaires (60 males, 60 females) . The total valid number of
questionnaires collected in Dongxiang County was 408. In Jishishan
Autonomous County, the population of the Baoan ethnic group is very
small, but densely inhabited. The research team had collected 204

questionnaires (102 males, 102 females) in the town of Chuimatan,
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and tlie villages of Meipo, Dadun, and Ganhetan (i.e. three villages
of the Baoan ethnic group) .

Research teams of the four sites also interviewed the heads of the
departments of the prefecture, county and villages, as well as religious
leaders, ordinary cadres and villagers, to know their needs, wishes
and basic viewpoints about issues relating to the living status and pre-
sent development of Dongxiang and Bacan women.

On September 20th, thé project group carefully summarized the .
investigation and interviews in a written report. In October, a specified
person processed the data with universal codes, and formed a databank
with SPSS statistical software. In December, members of the project
imputed 608 valid questionnaires including 408 from Dongxiang coun-
ty, and 200 from Jishishan county. '

From May 24™ to 28" of 2005, the project group held the social
gender and be — involved — model training and seminars for cadres from
Linxia prefecture and Jishishan county, and Baoan women representa-
tives. From July 5" to July 7", the cadres and women representatiires
from Dongxiang County were invited to participate in the training and
seminars. 107 persons participated in the five training sessions, and
46 persons participated in the seminars, totaling 153 participants.
During the course of the training, equal participation, democratic dis-
cussion, cooperation, question raising and problem solving were pro-
moted. There was also an important issue of implementing gender e-

quality in order to change the gender discriminatory attitude among
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cadres and the community to strive for better policy and a better social
environment for women’ s survival and development. The training was
greatly welcomed and won high praise from the local cadres and peo-
ple.

In the seminar, we were deeply moved by the desive from the
women representative, who are longing for receiving education and
changing the poor condition of their hometown. Meanwhile, their sin-
cerity, hospitality and wish for a better life moved us, too. We have
become keenly aware that the work is not merely theoretical research,
but a real social respohsibility to work together with the minority women
to help them overcome their poverty .

Based on the results of the study, the project team organized a
seminar entitled, “Dongxiang, Bao’an Minority Women’ s Develop-
ment” in July of 2006 in the Experts Building of Northwest Normal U-
niversity. Then from September 10" to 14", a symposium was held en-
titled, “Women/Gender Studies and Minority Women's Development . ”
Many achievements can bee seen as a result of the seminars. The pa-
pers collected here are part of the achievements. -

In the process of conducting the project, we were aware that the
ability and importance of reflecting minority women'’s thought, wisdom,
sharing their experience, and understanding their demands and issues
they are facing is animportant problem we should solve . It is hoped
that every thesis in this book will be objective, and truly reflect the re-

ality of minority women’s living conditions and demand for develop-
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ment.

Looking back on the three years which are not long but very diffi-
cult for us, teachers and graduate students of the project team worked
painstakingly to condense the findings and achievements of the study in
this book. As a result, through this book one can share in the aspira-
tions of minority women in Northwestern China.

Finally, it is hoped that more and more people have a better un-
derstanding of minority women, can share in their experiences, wisdom
and achievements, while also learning how to help them eliminate
poverty and become a prosperous people, in order to make due contri-
bution to the development of the western region and the development of

western ethnic minority women .

Editor
December 10, 2006
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