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Passage 1 )

(Reading Time: 3 minutes)

Address at the 2011 Freshman Convocation

By Mark B. Rosenberg, Florida International University President

The following speech was presented at the 2011 Freshman Convocation on August
21, 2011,

Who are we? Welcome to FIU. Welcome new students and returning students.
Parents and family members of our freshman: We are now your university too! We
have been waiting for this day because for us, every student counts!

Class of 2015, tomorrow you begin a major phase' in your life; one of learning,
discovery, self-awareness. You will become a part of the FIU Family: Panthers, Blue
and Gold. We are prepared for you and want each and every one of you to succeed.

To understand our approach, a Worlds Ahead approach, | want to tell you who
we are! We are a university that sprung’ out of the ground just forty years ago on an
abandoned airport. We are a university that was founded by faculty and staff who were
visionary and forward-thinking; they were not deterred’ when they discovered that
their first building, the control tower that you can find near the Towers Resident Halls,
had no running water, electricity, nor furniture. We were a university whose student
body demanded quality and wanted to attend a public university in Miami so that they
didn’t have to leave their community.

We are a university that overcame so many obstacles to be here today. We were

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. phase A. EIHA B. FTER C./7m
2. spring A. HIL B. Bkik C.3RH
3. deter A #EHE B. IME C. Hl1E
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told that we could not enroll’ freshman. We were told that we could never offer
masters and doctoral degrees. We were told that only certain universities in the state
could offer law and medicine and we could not. We were told that we would never have
resident halls. We were told that we could not have intercollegiate (#FR&Y ) sports. We
were told that we would never have a football team; it was only for the UFs, FSUs, and
UCFs.

That was then. Today, we have all this and more. We have you! We are a university
with a Worlds Ahead attitude. We are forward thinking, international, entrepreneurial (£
Bl 158#Y), centrally located, family oriented, and community-centered. We are FIU!
Welcome to FIU, your Worlds Ahead education! Are you in? (330 words)

Abridged and revised from

http: //www.google.com.hk/search?q=freshman+convocation+address&hl=zh-CN&n
wwindow=18&safe=strict&tbo=d&ei=GYkBUbiwF8mTiAfWroD4Dg&start=40&saN.

4. enroll A. &2 B. &N C.#8Yx

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

1. FIU is a university that was built forty years ago on

A. a deserted field B. an abandoned airport
C. awaste factory D. a high school
2. It was discovered that the first building had no
A. running water B. electricity
C. furniture D. all of the above

3. Which of the following statements about FIU is NOT true according to the passage?
A. The faculty and staff who founded FIU were visionary and forward-thinking.
B. The control tower is near the Towers Resident Halls now.
C. Their student body wanted to attend a public university in Miami so that they didn’t
have to leave their community.
D. The founders of the university were deterred by the poor conditions of the campus.
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4. It can be inferred from the passage that
A. FIU could not enroll freshman now
B. FIU could not offer masters and doctoral degrees now
C. FIU could have intercollegiate sports now
D. FIU doesn’t have a football team now
5. The passage mainly wants to tell us that
A. FIU is a university that overcame many obstacles to be here today
B. FIU is the best university in the USA
C. every student of FIU will succeed sooner or later
D. FIU is a university with a long history

Passage 2

(Reading Time: 4 minutes)

U.S. Science Education: Rethinking How Kids Learn

The USS. is becoming increasingly concerned over learning among the country’s
youth in areas of science and math. International testing has shown that American
students fall behind foreign counterparts in a number of subjects. But is it just about
the text and the test?

Students in Shanghai who took international exams for the first time outscored'
every other school system in the world. In the same test, American students ranked
25th in math, 17th in science and 14th in reading. A 2009 study showed that U.S.
students ranked 25th among 34 countries in math and science— behind states like China,
Singapore, South Korea, and Finland.

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. outscore A. 5o B. #KBE C. 3k
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A report last month revealed that California is failing to provide high-quality
science education to public elementary school students—just 10 percent of elementary
classrooms provide regular hands-on science experiments, and fewer than half of
surveyed school principals’ think their students would receive high-quality science
instruction in their respective schools.

President Barack Obama has made a call forimproving science, technology,
engineering and math education over the next decade through a number of partnerships
and initiatives ({&1), and the U.S. Navy announced in June a plan to invest more than
$ 100 million in science and technology education by 2015.

“l want us all to think about new and creative ways to engage young people in
science and engineering, whether it’s science festivals, robotic competitions, fairs that
encourage young people to create and build and invent, to be makers of things, not just
consumers of things,” Obama said during his 2009 address at a meeting of the National
Academy of Sciences.

But what role do informal ways of learning contribute to science education? On
Talk of the Nation, NPR’s Ira Flatow asks, how important are museums, TV shows
and after-school clubs to teaching kids science?

“1 think that what these opportunities do for children and adults is they help them
understand at a deeper level some of the things that they have learned in school or they
may get them excited about something that then they want to pursue in more depthin
school,” Flatow is told. “But there’s definitely evidence in my work and the work of
other people doing research on this area that these experiences can be exceedingly’
powerful.” (376 words)

Abridged and revised from
http://Amww.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/14/us-scence-education-reth_n_1093167html

2. principal A.HEA B. &1 CEEER
3. exceedingly A. B b B. tRE ith C. Bt it
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Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

1.

Which of the following words can replace the underlined word “counterparts” in Paragraph 17
A. Countries. B. Subjects.
C. Schools. D. Students.

. A 2009 study showed that U.S. students ranked 25th among 34 countries in math and

science, behind the following states EXCEPT
A. China B. South Korea

C. France D. Singapore
. The U.S. Navy announced in Junea plan to invest more than $ 100 millionin by 2015.
A. economy B. science and technology education

C. industry D. agriculture

. By saying “to be makers of things, not just consumers of things”, Obama expects young

people to

A. produce more goods

B. consume various goods

C. take partin science festivals, robotic competitions and fairs
D. create and invent new things

. We can infer from the passage that

A. American students are not as clever as students in other countries

B. President Obama pays special attention to the country’s science education

C. informal ways of learning do no good to science education

D. museums, TV shows and after-school clubs are not important to teach kids science at all

Passage 3 y

(Reading Time: 8 minutes)

The Freshers’ Fair

The Freshers’ Fair usually takes place about a week after you begin your
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university life and the Freshers’ Fair offers freebies G #% ), give-aways (&),
advice and information. It is often a great opportunity for new students to mingle' with
other freshers, current students, tutors, and representatives from the Student Union. All
universities have clubs and societies and many of them use the Freshers’ Fair as their
opportunity to let you know what is on offer and enroll their new members. There is
usually a wide range to choose from, including sports, drama, debating, groups for all
the main religions, musical and literary genres and film clubs. You may also find that
your course has a club or society for students studying your subject as well as groups
for disabled and international students. Definitely, most students can find what they
want since there are so many societies and clubs to choose from and there is really
something for you.

Clubs and societies can be a great way of meeting new people in your first weeks
and an ideal chance to try new activities and explore new interests. Remember that
some of the clubs and societies on offer will be more established than others so if you
like the sound of a club, ask if you can pop along to the initial get-together before
you commit yourselfl Make sure you aren’t pressurized® into anything and use your
discretion’, If clubs involve a membership fee, please think carefully before you
commit to a regular payment, which may be very different from the ones for free—you
may feel able to part with the cash in September but if a reqular payment is coming out
of your bank account every month, you may regret it later on.

The Freshers’ Fair is a great way to find out about the services and facilities of
your local city or town. There are often representatives from local entertainment,
leisure facilities, restaurants, clubs, pubs, insurance agencies, travel agents, mobile
phone companies, taxi services and recruitment’ agencies. They are there to promote

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. mingle A. 31 B.iEi& €z

2. pressurize A. it Bk B. % CIEFEN
3. discretion A. #iETH B.iZlH C. fE

4. recruitment A. fE& B. 1R C.#7
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offers geared’ towards students and some will be competitive and discounted deals,
but remember they are interested in attracting new customers —think carefully about the
pros and cons of any services before signing up. The university health care, counseling,
welfare services and other agencies, all usually have stalls at the Freshers’ Fair so you
can get information and find out how to access support if you require it during your
course. And if you miss a stall or need more information, don’t panic, contact your
Student Union to learn more or to find out how to get involved.

Getting the Most from the Fair

Do not wait until Freshers’ Fair to make contact with your university or college’s
Disability Adviser / Learning Support Tutor. They are likely to be at their busiest then.
Contact them before you arrive to get assistance with the necessary form filling which
accompanies the issue of student ID cards and Student Union cards during Freshers’ Fair.

Get in touch with them if you wish to arrange for someone to be your sighted
guide at the Fair. Try to make the best use of the fair.

Robert’s Experiences

Robert has just completed his second year studying History at the University of
York. “Freshers’ Fair is the main opportunity for these societies to sell themselves
to first year students. It gave me an idea of the challenges | would face and how |
would overcome them. Imagine a mass of students, squeezed’ into a medium-sized
exhibition area, moving in every direction. I’d researched the societies | wanted to
join. I knew their websites inside out, the joining fees and activities, but one vital
piece of information is missing — where they were in the room. So | began to search
the aisles (13i&) from one end to the other — until | realized that there was little point
in continuing and decided to ask somebody for help. The somebody | asked turned out
to be a member of the political society | was planning to join. He was pleased to have
recruited a new member. Once the membership form was filled in, he introduced me to
others who in turn helped me to find my other societies. Not only had | plucked up &3

5. gear A A EE BfE-EE  CHE
6. squeeze A #HH B. i C. &t
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D) the courage to seek out help, but | now had my first network of acquaintances, who
in future would recognize and help me.”

Meeting New Friends

Meeting new people and making new friends at University can be nerve-wracking’.
We asked some third year undergraduate students for their advice about starting university
for the first time. Most of them have mentioned the Freshers’ Fair. (777 words)

Abridged and revised from
http: //www.doc88.com/p-140637262116.html.

7. nerve-wracking A.iEAS4ESEY  B. HEriRES C. & AN rRaAsHY

A. Mark Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for Not GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

1. If clubs involve a membership fee, students should think carefully before
joining in for fear that they would regret later on.

2. If you miss a stall or need more information, you should contact your
classmates to learn more or to find out how to get involved.

3. The political society that Robert joined in requires a membership fee.

4. According to the last paragraph, many third year undergraduate students
thought the Freshers’ Fair was a great way to start university life.

5. This passage tells us that the Freshers’ Fair is only a great opportunity for
university clubs and societies to enroll new members.

B. Complete the sentences with the information given in the text.

1. Freshers’ Fair is a great opportunity for new students to other

freshers, current students, tutors, and representatives from the Student Union.
2. Clubs and societies can be a great way of meeting new people and an ideal chance to
try new activities and

3. Atthe Freshers’ Fair, students can find out about of the local city
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or town.
4. Students should get in touch with Disability Adviser/Learning Support Tutor if they
wish to arrange for someone to be their at the Fair.

5. According to Robert, the Freshers’ Fair gave him an idea of the he

would face and how he would overcome them.

Passage 4 ;V

(Reading Time: 8 minutes)

Top 10 Secrets of College Success

A new book, The Secrets of College Success, which is now available “wherever
books are sold” offers 10 best tips for college success:

1. Take control. For many students, the most striking difference between college
and high school is that at college there’s no one there to stand over you and tell you
what to do. Getting to class, doing the homework, getting your papers in on time —
all of these are things you’re going to have to do without a parent or teacher to beat on
you. Step up to bat and take responsibility. You’re in charge of this thing.

2. Audition' your professors. Many entering students think they should just take
the “standard first-year program” their adviser hands them, and be done with it. But a
far better idea is to go to the first class or two and assess the professor. Ask yourself:
Is the material presented clearly and forcefully? Is the professor at least moderately
engaging? Is this someone | feel | can learn from? If the answer to any of these
questions is “no”, drop the class and find another.

3. Get to class. Most students have a “cutting budget”: the number of classes

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. audition A ME B. i fr C.&m

10



