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PART ONE

Introduction

How does one cope, systematically, with the apparent chaos of the modern world?
This question was being asked in a variety of fields, and the replies which Saussure
gives — that you cannot hope to attain an absolute or Godlike view of things but
must choose a perspective, and that within this perspective objects are defined by
their relations with one another.... (Culler, 1976, p. XV)



