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Abstract

Based on The Core Wordlist of Contemporary Chinese for Informa-
tion Processing (the Wordlist , thereafter), the establishment of which was
initiated by Prof. Sun Maosong in 2002, some important issues regarding
Chinese morphology are examined and discussed in the present research.

The internalized lexical competence can be divided into two parts: lexi-
con, which encompasses lexical units that have unpredictable idiosyncratic
meanings; and morphology, which concerns how words are created. The
dilemmas confronted in the previous studies on the judgement of “word-
hood” of Chinese forms can be largely attributed to the unawareness of the
relationship between lexicon and morphology. Many studies, either inad-
vertently or on purpose, defined words only from the perspective of lexi-
con, paying too much attention to the containing limit of lexicon in word
judgement, and denying word membership to some forms generated by pro-
ductive morphological processes. In fact, the lexicon of a language is limit-
ed to some degree, while morphological productivity can be unlimited, thus
the number of possible words in a language can also be unlimited. Forms
generated by morphological rules are all words though it is unnecessary and
impossible to list all of them in the lexicon. Focusing on the differences and
interactions between lexicon and morphology, we explore some poorly un-
derstood issues in Chinese morphology based on the data drawn from the
Wordlist.

Apart from the introduction and conclusion, there are six chapters in
this book.

Chapter 1 deals with some related theoretical issues. It reviews some
previous studies of lexicon and morphology, and then states briefly our
point of view.

Chapter 2 argues that the basic unit of Chinese morphology is mor-
pheme. There is no sharp distinction between root morphemes and affixes
in Chinese. Both derivation and inflection are peripheral in Chinese mor-
phology, whereas compounding is predominant. Compounding rules should
be given top priority in the study of Chinese morphology.

Chapter 3 is concerned with the classification of Chinese morphemes.
There is a special kind of nominal or verbal morphemes that are situated be-
tween free morpheme and bound morpheme. These morphemes are gener-
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ally bound, but under specific circumstances they look more like free mor-
phemes. They can occupy a syntactic slot as a word only when combined
with some monosyllabic word. We call this kind of morphemes “semi-free
morphemes”. Some monosyllabic adjectival or adverbial morphemes also
exhibit such semi-freedom, which is reflected in the fact that they are only
half-productive when combined with nouns or verbs, and that they only se-
lect monosyllabic head to modify. Similarly, there are some functional
morphemes that are situated between being functional word and being af-
fix. We regard them as semi-free functional morphemes. These facts
prompted us to classify Chinese morphemes into three kinds: free mor-
phemes, semi-free morphemes, and bound morphemes. The existence of
semi-free morphemes is the result of historical change, and it indicates that
syntax and morphology in Chinese are closely interrelated.

Chapter 4 analyzes some productive morphological rules in Chinese. It
explores the criteria to evaluate morphological productivity and illustrates
some productive morphological rules in Chinese. We investigate in our
large corpus all the attested forms generated by the said productive rules.
Among the forms generated by the same rule, it is often the case that some
are included in published Chinese dictionaries, but some others are not.
Here we see the interrelation between lexicon and morphology. Morpho-
logical rules can provide members to the lexicon, but lexicon is only a sub-
set of acceptable words in the language. When a form is generated by a
productive morphological rule, whether it can be included in a dictionary or
not is determined by semantic idiosyncracy, frequency, as well as some
other pragmatic factors.

Chapter 5 discusses the prototypical formal and semantic structures of
Chinese compounds. For nominal compounds, “noun-+ noun” is the pre-
dominant kind of formal structure; “indexing feature + thing type” is the
typical semantic structure. For verbal compounds, “verb+ verb” is domi-
nant in formal representation, and “manner or cause + action or result” is
the typical semantic formation.

Chapter 6 discusses another source of new words—lexicalization. We
analyze the motivations and mechanisms of some ongoing lexicalization
processes, which give rise to some new words that are not yet commonly
recognized by the editors of dictionaries. With its diachronic nature, lexi-
calization is different from morphological rules in how they produce new
words. However, repeatedly occurring types of lexicalization might cause
the formation of some syntactic structures to turn into morphological rules.

Key Words: morphology, lexicon, morpheme, compounding, morpho-
logical rules, lexicalization
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1. AR A %A B Ar

B RENENFRGE T, SHENCRENFRZES NN IE SRS
PR AT, X FERAEMNEC RENBOMENRAE ., XER
KEE FLRERANAICRGENTBBARE, BUR KR ER, HikiEIL
RENFEARKNTFEE; mHEC 28R, BEAEA KRR
A HRWIA IH BB BR Y, X R A B ST IR ok T 1R 2 I M .

B EHATH 1L, DUE ETC 5T 3 1E K 22 52 X DU 1810 #E 47 ke =X 0 7 4
WE, IBENAAEAREG, FELKMBEBEEEREL2EC, mMH, R
A PCE L 5T 38 35 B B X (9 X0 52 55 2 A0 3 AL i) s e il SRRl BTAER A
PR B A R IR R B oA S, AR B YGR 2 AR, mHE
— B S N BB B R, AN N ER BB Y 1) AR M i B TR SE B
P, LA BEAR 4 S e A Y A B S RS O . AR A5 0 B 5 R 7E R RRA
- i 1B kL PR AN A R AROR S5 B R AR I B9 SR HL A R R Y SR El b
fidg, XBE, —HEIHEMX REME TRICEHAMEEER, 58
ma L ER SIS E/AOMHEE S, EHEEEEN2EAR.

O©  FH (2002) XHFELEMBFRRESLAEX 4 7RSI ER LR, HELKE T ERR
LT B RA L HE A L 0 Xk DU 3R] & AU B BT 90 L B A .

@ tedn, (BUARDUERSL) 5 6 O BAYGR PR R ER” HFXEEA, KR
fE TR SLHEE SGEW], S22 AMSHMMERKIAREL, HIFARY “PE” “XH” “EE” FE
KA.



BHESHTHBERRFNERER ERFN (EBAAIEHIATE 48R
) (LU QAR 8 8BHE TAE, 4450 A BP0 R R X
—iER. (ER) MPFHE BRI B HETTA AR IR DUE i) b
& EEARR, BOLE%E, JFAIAE B ETERE b — 2 m B8 R iR i
L, RESEANFEZ A B AR B - KY 200, 000 A% B R 45 B85 E
RIFESNL T — MR 10 LFHERERENIFREUHESNZB BT
PR, MR 200, 000 ZEAH KR ML H R B HIHIT T ATEE, REH
ET 92,843 5%H, WRTRER GAE) IMEME 2001, RIEFE KL
10 {2 FHIEEE R R B, (RR) PRZE SN —RER (56606 %)
ME A (36237 %) WK, (iAF) BXF K HLEMMERLEHNET ATH
PIEARE GEFF (A R) NESEHMESHENEANBTSEEURE
2001b, PSS, EBEE . EFHEIF 2003),

(RE) FFEEWFHZEES T—BOEANEHGFE R, 20, Xt
ZHEMIERMEER (RELTL) BT 96% (FNEMSF 2001, AT,
CRIZER) iy & B B AR 0% 1R R IR DUE 18] 1L /Y 56 b 1 5%

D) i 4 B AL BE S B im0 &R 46 i LA AR, i L A8 O 6
TAKGER. WILRERZHARBEN, BT IHESEHEE S N6 1% iH
SO R G0 R BT R B 22 40, RS AR R B 45 ¢ E A b 4 R AR R Ak
(lexicalization)® (# % 3F 2011/2002) , Ml £ 7= Az 3 iR B f . Al
TS RADGED & E REFAEE, ALEE%M, A —&iilkd
FRAE AR DUE th IEAEBEAT , — 2 ol 33X R 1 7] VL Ak i 2 BT 3 Al ) 1) 38 K 4 37)
MgEHE AR, B GAXR) MXEBRHA LR L IR,

ABHHRME EERA (AR, PR —WEEX SRR L
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—ERRE LORUE T BTE RS i 2 m k.

FAVAR L REWNBHETFTERNT S, —RiEE (lexicon), i
¥ (morphology) . & —MEF h# BT A WAL RS Xid
LIRS E SUR TR G5 . TECRISE 0 B L0, Xof 3] 2 £ 35 1) B e 2 K

O ARG, H5iEEAeXT R, AR AR R R R AL . IR F X
#Rrh AT 5 - R REEZ AL S, RO RMARARAER AN SR, HFEIF (2011/2002)
St 5 SCHG ) Ak g 2 SR P 0 3 R SEZ % Lo AR SR BT, T A T LA A A A R ) R
AL S IR T A . EAR TR 38 F A AR RB (Talmy 1985, 20000, X F s T
AR EiTiew . RAVGTE DA .
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HAEMOT AR E & S HE T EZ RN 25, HEZBHEN, FTH
EREE; iRl AR B, O TS, Rk AL R B AR R R A 4 E
B, A B A B A AT P AR R B W N — AR AT AT I SR IR AR

CIR ) AT DA S X A b 590 B R 2 (mental lexicon) B9 — >3 81
1, IRATM HFR @SS GalE) B i IGEH E N A, REER
DUE B e, BUAiE M v B M R PG . Rl R R A, RATHER
A HMEEFHEBESHHE LN PR EmR. 55, RATwiKE
HRAE CGRIZR) AR R SR IR 4 T i 98 BB 36 30 09 ok BCH 5 S g i
1) 2 KL 0] 4 AT B DG HK .

2. HREL

AW H AR R IMEX DS SR A AR, X — A ERAER
B, BE%FNMN— T HESANNHLE.: SESERETENETZT
R T, XHEEX, MTEEKEFAENRANTRBEREBILAHN
HE, AL, POERNC S-S BN RGE &R m S A H R KAR, R
VK S BN RIS 5 0 — S/ 1k Y w5 B DU Ok IR D BB R B — 2L R B
Xt B . AR AR E ENRKIE 5 B — L ia) gk s M AR R DUE TR AR A 5 KB
WYX Y. B, DUEREMRE R EH T ML RA MR, MR, K
IR A ¥ 2 SEPE A PR o B D3 B T T 502 T L 6 A K 5 B RO 5
RARFE, FE—TERIHMBHER L, UES HMIESHEZE LSRR
W2 ) —F Mt (Packard 20000, ABAEMABIUERNCH LW FE, S EH
ADGE R E RN — e AR LR, U FEERE
it

FE, ROMEEABOHRTRRBSEAG —EMLHEXL, X T&K
POE A M g% . P E B, XFAMNUEH FE R IR EREH —
ESHWME

(EAFHR 0L, AT BE A 5 & AR f B R R 1. D038 I 4
B, e SOfE BAL B AT XS SR DUE O, X I DUE B AR RIS R L T
K, FEHE S TACEASBRBEAFRLR. 155 80w R Gt g g H
G TR MRS, A X B LEAEARRKMME. HEIEFHAK
PR AN AR EE RN ZE, RO EEIHATE2ME, =&
ATLOIF AT AR . ABMUER 2 DB E A N E R G0 M 09 i8] 3 80 ) A s B
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3. AR FAEMARE

A BIEF BRI R FE R RIS WA M & k. BRMER
PER B R FEA T E R FIENAR T B, A —2%iEFHELENE
BHESR EERE GRS (AR M EBERS T —8, HEREAN
BT —ER R R BEEEH FAFHPRRMEILAE, FTLME
S BRE A E A A RS N R E LR R TEE SR P R AT,

AHRAEHESERMES. BB SHE SN (E—ERE LHE
RETFHE M) JATMBIR F . %Y, Tk, WLk, &kt
FHIBWER T, X GEZER) BT R R R AT T S AR R
AFEA FRAHRET HS5ES (Item and Arrangement, ##k IA)® FILL
B R NEM A A% (morpheme-based morphology) WFREIR ., AN N
DEPIERSEERAMNEFTNN (KEHBERMNTF - EFTASTER
E) UARE SRS SRHNRE A, RE TIUERZEE TH BRI
KA ER . ABHIZEEZ R T SRR — Rk, AT
DUTE 7] B R 1 43 #T

DGR REE MR A — KBS, BIE 0 16 380 518 A iR 3
WA GXPA % FRICA it 30k 1996) @, X ARE T % DUE a) 2 4 3 F R
AR, [RIE Rt s T R AS 5] 40 BF 5 # BE . 38 05 4 1) 3848 DA Bt 75 6 55
(1957), Chao (1968) % MUK, N NiAlw: 5 A ik 19 45 #9 O X B A #58
%, FEESGHEMNATERER OERERFEELREME. R 5E %8R
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RERME P HNREMXR (WHIKXEAA. WIERXE G RASERIT);
O R B AXUBURT (19900, F#F (1991, BRZE (1995), #RiE 4
(1991, 1994, 1997), M-3CHE (1996) FAMEK, KA FHIER M SkK S
ESIE, HANEGRAPEESA LSRR R, HRNE S8 ML
RO, Hrp, HEIEXHEHEEHNEEERERZ, EERFET A" A

© %iHS5EEBEKX (Item and Process, BFR IP) HELE A T H kiR & 24 W8 M & & A,
W e PUR RS S h A R Z . BXFE ARG, JH SR LBER.
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FARI R B RSB AR IR TR IR, R BT R A B AR R S WA NI R

® XBH (1990) #: “ERHENRREMSHRER, BREX AR, ME&AHH
W MUBEE, WA 7E B S il R B XM EIE R, AR T8 Sa ik, ARIEERY
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AT R X BRI IR R AR BL BB 5T f B — RIS, B SRS
RABBRME NGB E A, EHES, BRAMEXRFEREND, T
PLE B AR R & 3. mRAAERENEREEREERSEXZ
B B %R R —BE CRAEER 1982), WEMAMEREEERBERRSE
SRR R, BABREAEER SAEE X Z MM X R, BESE
FAETG L 9 S X R % B 1 T L 6 EE T R 0 AT S L R 48
R HRR e, BT, ZETREEBRIT R, AR AT LR 36 v i P A A T 2
AL R AT LR 6 v i ) T o O 04 4 S P

UL o A T B e % T O R R AR T R T, B
F5% (1957) FRigm “9RE” B AWK — A EERE. HIE
BRI VR ) — SRR E TR R 7 . FAE TS 7 R T %
SRR MN R, WEEEFE (1957) XILEE 417 1 A I K4 R AR
TIEFERBMWASLRT 0 “B+E&~%, B+E&>%, H+E&~%, 3
+E—4" %), EHERAEE 2K TAEEXHRR., XMERM
WG HMHELHES, REME S, MH, XHHERARTREER
(52, X F EIE B A — 2 2 46 0 A 3 6 370 s 0 0 38 A 1 A8 AR E
W, ’

1 SCH R FE IR B BTSSR T TR AR XTI A4 ] B v
RIEMTHRNBAMBE MR, KT —LAMENEL. BhT%e
WFTHAMMSE, W T S, E X EEE T RE . REK
A, IR TEINN LARE B, BETE BHE T 5% A 1 k4 R 5 R AT 4 57 1)
EHMR K AR, HESEE 7 MBS BN,

AT E MBI X/ T WA XA AT, AR
HIAR S A BB & B — 5 B R KX BT TR B4 A

© X5 Jespersen (1924) #imiE .
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