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IEA solar heating and cooling programme

The Solar Heating and Cooling Programme was founded in 1977 as one of the first
multilateral technology initiatives (“Implementing Agreements”) of the International
Energy Agency. Its mission is to “advance international collaborative efforts for solar
energy to reach the goal set in the vision of contributing 50% of the low temperature
heating and cooling demand by 2030.”

The member countries of the Programme collaborate on projects (referred to as “Tasks™)
in the field of research, development, and demonstration (RD&D) and test methods for
solar thermal energy and solar buildings.

A total of 53 such projects have been initiated to date, 39 of which have been completed.
Research topics include '

- Solar Space Heating and Water Heating (Tasks 14, 19, 26, and 44)

- Solar Cooling (Tasks 25, 38, 48, and 53)

- Solar Heat or Industrial or Agricultural Processes (Tasks 29, 33, and 49)

- Solar District Heating (Tasks 7 and 45)

- Solar Buildings/Architecture/Urban Planning (Tasks 8, 11, 12, 13, 20, 22, 23, 28, 37,
40, 41, 47, 51, and 52)

- Solar Thermal & PV (Tasks 16 and 35)

- Daylighting/Lighting (Tasks 21, 31, and 50)

- Materials/Components for Solar Heating and Cooling (Tasks 2, 3, 6, 10, 18, 27, and 39)

- Standards, Certification, and Test Methods (Tasks 14, 24, 34, and 43)

- Resource Assessment (Tasks 1, 4, 5,9, 17, 36, and 46)

- Storage of Solar Heat (Tasks 7, 32, and 42)

In addition to the project work, a number of special activities — Memorandum of
Understanding with solar thermal trade organizations, statistics collection and analysis,
conferences, and workshops — have been undertaken. An annual international confer-
ence on Solar Heating and Cooling for Buildings and Industry was launched in 2012.
The first of these conferences, SHC2012, was held in San Francisco, CA.

Current members of the IEA SHC programme

Australia Germany RCREEE
Austria Gulf Organization for Singapore
Belgium Research and South Africa
Canada Development Spain

China France Sweden
Denmark Italy Switzerland
ECREEE Mexico The Netherlands
European Commission Norway Turkey
European Copper Institute  Portugal United Kingdom

Further information

For up-to-date information on the IEA SHC work, including many free publications,
please visit www.iea-shc.org.
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