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S-UB!JEJCT SHIRATORI, TOBEIO . FILZ NO S
Ambassador to Italy Fre—.
SUMiinRY OF EVIDENTI.RY Fr.CTS wnDd BY Major Gen' Ott

«DDRESS Tokyo

MATSUOKA stetea to Ott, Septe 1940, tnut he haa selscted
SHTRATORI ani SAITO to act as his advisors in negotiavions
tor the tri-partite pact. SHIRATORI did not attend con-
ferences but he visitea the Cerman Embassy regaraing matiers
which Ott anu MATSUOKA had discusseda in conference.

SU.. BY. SXTR.GT=D FROi Fls 328 s 19 F.Gz. -4
Mo F ITORECC.TOR Frank S. Tavenner Jre 5 iy s crRs
Neocals (,13' ERI .FLiR Frank S. Tavenner Jr.

(l\...,te tg_Stenogrugher; Use g.in-.t?agr?;;.hed forw: for Origin.ly only; use
onion swinfor copies <nd type in mimeogr.:hed .crts)



SUBJSETs Ceneral MINAIZ : FilZ NG,

SVIDBTIANY STATE$% N:DE BY GNZ D9 MDART a%athsy
: ARUTE Ty

Shiratord eayoe Gumeral ¥inasd was Har Hinlstor at tha tleve of the
tukden Incident and that ha and Baron Yoshisawa ganforred p bud
nobhing was dene as thoy wore hopt in the cark by the apay, (See p, 15
of Intsrrogation of Teshio Suiratort dated arch 195 I%4be)

Shiratord adedbs thab aciiher the Har Mindster nor the Poreign Hindster
trisd to find cut =Hout ithe plan or axegution of iho ltlkden Jneident, Mut
soys that the lower got the better of the upper, o it wap in the hands of
the ninor officors., (Soe e 16 of Interpogation of Toshic Shiratord dated
Boreh 19, 1946,)

Fazs of Interrogatopy dorth E, Hokdnnéy
Hame of Briefer: iforth 3, HeRinney



SUBJEGTS General BAZAKY  FIls om0,

SVID@TINAY STATAMENT MiDE BY ONG DEPURIIANY

B
88 codle AP

shivatord says that the idos of Upructer Zast isls wes epresd protty
wideldy dn Jugan and again naea Senoral fannkd and Xmohi ne leaders in
this thought and have probably made & grast nany stataconts, (See pp, 2
and 3 of Interregetion o Tushio Shiratord dated savoh 28, 31%46,.)




SURJECTT  TANX FI18 KO,

EVIDSNTIARY STTS8T KADE BY ONK DEPGHDANT AOATSST ANOTHER

Shiratord says Tani, hesd of tha As&aﬁc Buraeu, ooudd gve suoh ine
forzation esneerning the 'uldden Inoident. (See pe 24 of Interrogation of
Toshie Btdrstori dated March 19, 1946, ) '

Hame of Intarrogators Gorth X, Melinnsy
Name of Brisfers UYorth B, NoKinnay



SUBJEGT: Goneral ARAKE FILE X0,

mnmu! sr;mm k«DE B"’ ﬂﬂ" DAF DAY

Shiratori says Uensral Arski was appointed War tinister and not-ing
was done to romove ths two of fisers above mentianed (It, Iskiwara and
Cosmander Itagakl)e (e 17 of Interregation of Toshdo airatord dated
Mareh 19, 1946.) | :

Hame of Imterrogator: ‘opth B. HsKinnay
Name of Brieferi Wort: E. ioKinney



SURJYCTs Genaral HINJQ PILE KO,

SUIDENET AN STATIRNT MADE Y ONS DIFSTUNT GATHST

Shiratori says thst General Honjo was in chayge of the arsy in Hanchuria
without much influance, tut that It. Jehdwara and Cosmander Itegaki ware
the leaders of the lukdon Insident, - (3ee pp. 16 2nd 17 of Interrogaticn of
foshio Shiratori dated Hareh 19, 1946.)

liame of Interrogator: torth K, ¥oKinney
Nome of Briefer: iort. 3, YoKinney
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SURJECT: X, ISHIRaRA FILE KO,

EVIDANEEANY STAM? }h‘cbl B’! ks EWWM?

Shlrstori namas Lbe Gon. Jtagaki and K, Ishihera as leaders in the
Sgnotarden Insident, (See pp. 2 and 3 of Interropation of Tosbie shiut.csr’.
datod Mareh 20, 1946.)

Airatord uya Banje Ishihara organised an ssin Isugue and & musber of
Japaness were sembars. (S8 p, 4 of Interdogation of T.shde Shdretori dated
M 28, 19‘06.)

Rame of Inbarregaturt WHorth B, MeXinnay
Kspe of Budsfery #orth B, HoRinney



MBSECTt Canoral KAMATS FILE W,

BVIDENTIARY STRTEET

§ 1

Shiratori says that Seneral EKANAYA was (hiaf of Stalf in 1931 mud
wes probably responaible for the increase of troops into Hanchuria. (Soe
Ppe 41, 22, and 23.)

Fage of Interrogator: dort: B, deKinney
‘of Brisfer: %orth &, WXinnay



SUBJICT:  NINUCHX FIIZ NO,

W ETRART

BEIIDANTLIAAT 6020 0N Sa0K BY ORE B

Shiratori says that the {des of Oreater Rask /Aala was spraend pretiy
sidely in Jopan snd sgaln nases Gonersl Unmakl snd Fikuchi as leadsrs in
this thought and have nrubahly made p preat many atatewsnts, (Bwe pp. 2
and 3 of Intorrogation of Tookic Sidratori dated larch 28, 1946.)

Naze of Interrogator: Yerth 8. NoKinney
Name of Brisfer: orth &, ¥WeMiney



SUBSE0TE Toshdo SHISLMRY PILE B0, 2Ah

maﬁ*‘aé& STATEIENT NADE BY 0N DEFDDARY
AGATNOT ANGTH AR DEPIRDANS

hiraterd tells Gshlma and .swmor that w agreoment batwows Japan
and Rusela was vory {mportant and mst be perfested undor sll conditions,
(3se p. 9 of Inborrogstion of Relnrich Stahmer doted imweh 8, 1946.)

Shivatori and Cehima toll Stahuer that RAbhentrop 4oiked to then sad
said he &d not belleve Jupon wanted b0 pale 4 Breatys ubizs und Shirstord
sadd thst they wanted o wgresuent very keonly and wers wsyy much interasted,
{308 p. 9 of Intorzugation of Helardeh Stohour dobed lorsh B, 1546,)

shiratord was ropo ¢lever than Ushima. He balicwsed in Ribdentrop's
;:'ltén?tm. {Se8 pe 9 of Intorrogatian of Halnrich Heiar dated Karch &,
b :

Shiratord fells ‘tulmer cbout esunding s teleges:. o hig goversnent
in regard to Rlbbeatsrls uliisabtume (Hwo po 19 of Inburmgation of Helurich
Hahser dated sarsh 2, 1546,)

BAME OF INTRUCOATOR: orth i, Helinney
Baé OF BRI IR Worth O NoElonay
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Statement made by TANWAKA, (General) Ryukichi,

about SHIRATORI, Toshio.
T

Interrogation dated 18 Merch 1946

192 March 1946
21 March 1946

File .88

Q-
A.

Suppose we go on to another one, SHIRATORI, Toshio.

He is a friend of mine. He was a diplomat. About 1931 he was

at the head of the Information Bureau of Foreign Ministry. At

that time he established close contact with the army. Practically
all the statements mede by SHIRATORI right around that time were
challenging to the League of Nations. That was because of the
militery influence behind him. 3Because of his rather antagon-
istic attitude toward the League of Nations he was ceriticized

by some people in Japan, the result of which he was assigned as
Ambessador to Sweden. Vhile he was stationed in Sweden he

. frequently visited Germany and Hitler, and he became a worshipper

of Hitler so much that he later advocated the formation of a
Tri-Partite Pact. In the summer of 1935 he returned to Japan
from Sweden by way of Manchuokuo. At that time I 'was a staff
member of KWANGTUNG Army. I met hin at the home of the
Assistant Chief of Staff, ITAGAKI, and had a telk with SEIRATORI,
at which time he confided in us saying, "Although it is still s
secret, Hitler intends to invade Ukraine before long, therefore
when Germany would start that war it would be an opportune
time to attack Russia from the ather side." For a period

of one year after returning to Japan he spent most of the

time in preaching for the formation of & Tri-Partite Pact.
Either toward the end of 1936 or early 1937 he was made
Ambassador to Italy. While he was in Italy, he strongly

urged Japan to participate in the Pact and dispatched very
many cablegrams to that effect. From the end of 1938 to the
3lst of August, 1939, when the army was busy arousing public
opinion for the Tri-Parte Pact in this country, SHIRATORI

in Eome and OSHIMA in Berlin had been furnishing necessary
information for that purpose, and when Col. ARISUE returned

to Japan after serving in Italy as Military Attache he was
the leader in promoting the Tri-Partite Pact in Japan. How-
ever, all of these attempts had failed, and on August 25,

1939, Germany entered into & non-aggression pact with Russia
as a result of which SHIRATORI returned to Japan by resigzning
Ambassadorship to Italy. Even after he returned to Japan, he
did not cease advocating for the pact.

HR
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Statement by TANAKA sbout SHIRATORT - 18, 19, 21 Mar 1946 (Cont'd)

Q. What position did he hold in Japan when he returned?
A. He was Ambassador-in-Waiting-for reserve.
Q. How long did he remein in that category?

A. He remained in that category until April of 1942, that is to the
best of my recollection. From sbout the Spring of 1940 he "
gained renewed sentiment in Japan for the Tri-Partite Pact, and
towerd the wend of September the pact wes entered into. TFor the
consumnstion of this Tri-Partite Pact Stahmer arrived from
Germany and took a very active part in i1%. At that time both
OSHIMA and SHIRATORI were in Japan, thus the Tri-Partite Pact -
was entered into as a result of the activities of these three
people. The Foreign Minister then was MATSUOKA, Yosuke. SHIRATORI
was one of tl;e moet strong advocates for Great Asiatic War. In
April of 1942 he was elected as a2 member of the House of
Representatives from Chibe prefecture. He pralsed Mussolini so
highly, even after Mussolini failed in Italy. During the war he
frequently made a statement that Italy and Germany would win
this war, and thus misled the people of Japan until some of the
people in Japan begen calling him "crazy". He now is in Sugamo.

Q. What did he do after 19427

A. He became a2 member of the House of Representatives.

Q. That is 2ll?

A. He served as influential member of Yokusan Selji-kai. (D:lscuﬁsion
off the record as to Japanese words for IRAA and IRAPS). Yokusan
Seiji-kal represents a political party, the only political party
then exieting in Japan and Tai-Selyokusan-kai controlled simost
all of Japan's political, economical, structural, socliological
end practically all other matters except milit.a.ry, administrative
and judicial matters. ‘

Q. Was SHIRATORI advisor to the Foi‘eign Office after 19427%

A. TYes, sir, he wes advisor to the Foreign Ministry.
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Statement by TANAKA about SHIRATORI - 18, 19, 21 Mar 1946 (Cont'd)

Q.
A.

Q.

A,

How influentiel was he in advieing the Foreign Ministry?

I think he was a most influential nian as long as the Tri-Partite
Pact -was in force.

Was he still advisor to the Foreign Office in the KOISO and.
SUZUKI Cabinets?

No. Almost simultaneously with the fall of Italy he lost his
prestige. :

Is there anything else that you‘ca.n tell me ebout him which is
not in connection with the formation of the Tri-Partite Pact?

All I could add is that he was quite influential in formulating
public opinion in Jepan. :

How?
He used to contribute articles in favor of the pact to our

newspapers and magazines. SHIRATCRI and OSHIMA were the originators
and the builders of the pact, and they diéd with it.
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SUBJECT: Toshio SHIRATORI FILE NO.

EVIDENTIARY STATEMENT MADE BY ONE DEFENDANT AGAINST
e ANOTHER DEFENDANT T

Kato says Shiratori was '&ei-y clt.;éely'éliied with the military group.
(See ps 2 of Interrogation of Masuo Kato dated Feb. 7, 1946.)

~ Kato sayé Shiratori znd Oshima i:aved the way for the Tri-Party Pact.
(See p. 3 of Interrogation of Masuo Kato dated Feb. 7, 1946.) :

Kato says Shiratori said that Jééan and Germany could go along better
togsther, (See p, 3 of Interrogation of Masuo Kato dated Feb., 7, 1946.)

Kato says Shiratori was very strong for the Tri-Party Pact. (See
P. 8 of Interrogation of Msuo Kato dated Feb. 7, 1946.)

Kato says Shiratori, Oshima, and Matsuoka knew that the Tri-Party

Pact meant war with America. (See p. 9 of Interrogation of Masuo Kato
dated Feb. 7, 1946.)

NAME OF INTERROGATOR: Roy Morgan
NAME OF BRIEFER: Worth E. McKinney
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