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1. OBLONSKY IN TROUBLE

Happy families are all alike; every unhappy
family is unbappy in its own way.

Everything had gone wrong in the house where Stiva Oblonsky
lived with his wife, Dolly, and their five children.

Husband and wife had quarrelled, and it seemed to have upset the
whole of the house and the people in it, both family and servants.
They were all unhappy. The English governess who taught the
children had quarrelled with the housekeeper. The cook had walked
out, so there was nobody to do any cooking; and the children were
wandering about the house making a lot of noise with nothing to do.

Three days after the quarrel, Oblonsky woke at 8 o’clock in the
morning, feeling at peace with the world. Then suddenly he remem-
bered the dark cloud which hung over his head.

‘Oh dear, Oh dear,’ he said, remembering with a heavy heart
what had happened. ‘What ever am I going to do? She will not
forgive me. I know that she will never forgive me.’

He thought over the terrible scene again. He came back from,
the theatre in Moscow, happy and content with life, quite unprepared
for the anger with which Dolly greeted him.

‘What is this? What does this mean?’ she asked him. She had
a letter in her hand. He guessed what was in it. It said that he
was having a love-affair with a governess. Mademoiselle Roland,
who had once lived in the house and taught their children.

Oblonsky was taken by surprise; he did not try to defend himself,
nor did he think of asking forgiveness. Without meaning to, he smiled
his usual kind, rather foolish smile.

Dolly, hurt and tearful, rushed out of the room. Since then she
had refused to see him at all,

2
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2. ANNA WILL COME TOMORROW

Oblonsky was surprised and shocked that his wife was so troubled
by his unfaithfulness to her.

‘How terrible, how terrible!’ he said. ‘I thought that she was
content with her house and her children.—1I do not love her as I
used to do: I thought that she would not mind if I took a mistress.
That was very stupid of mel’

He rang the bell for his servant, Matvey., The servant came in
with a letter.

He read it, and then said, ‘Matvey, my sister, Anna Karenina,
will be here tomorrow.’

‘Oh! That's good!’ said Matvey. He knew that the well-loved"
sister would be the only person who could help to mend the quarrel
between husband and wife,

“Tell my wife, and ask her to have a room prepared.’ :

Oblonsky felt that this was a heaven-sent chance for Dolly to
give in gracefully, and for both of them to be able to carry on their
lives peacefully.

Matvey looked doubtful.

“Yes,” said Oblonsky, ‘tell her; and take the letter to her.” He
was full of hope that Anna would help him.

Oblonsky had finished dressing when Matvey returned, holding
the letter. ‘Madame said, “I am going away. He can do whatever
he likes.”” That is what she said to me.’

Matvey was a friend as well as a servant. He continued, ‘Do
not worry, sit. Things will come right in time.’

4
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Although all the servants knew that Oblonsky was at fault, they
understood and were on his side.

“Why not go to her and say how sorry you are, sir?’

‘But she would not see me.

‘Sir, it might help—and you will have tried. The Lord is
merciful, sir, Pray to Him.’

‘All right, then, You can go now.’

3. ‘SHE WILL NOT FORGIVE’

Oblonsky found it hard to be unhappy for long. In spite of his
trouble he sat down to his breakfast in a cheerful state of mind. He
started reading the newspaper in his usual way.

His wife, Dolly, was in her bedroom. She was sorting out her
own and her children’s clothes to take with her to her mother’s house.
She still kept saying, ‘I shall leave him.” But she really felt that this
was impossible. So she went on sorting her things, pretending that
she really meant to go.

Oblonsky came into her room.

‘Dolly,” he said, trying to make himself look sad, and hopmg to
seem sorry for what he had done.

‘What do you want?” She was not at all deceived by his sad
looks.

‘Dolly,” he said again, ‘my sister, Anna, is coming tomorrow.’

“Well, what has that to do with me? I cannot see her.’

‘But you must see her.

‘Go away! Go away!” she said without looking at him.

Oblonsky was really upset now as he saw how despairing and
sad she was.

‘My Geod, what have I done. Dolly?” He could not go on;

6
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tears came into his eyes. And then he said, ‘Forgive me, forgive
me. We have been together for nine years, and there has been only
this one mistake. Surely you can forgive me?’

‘Go away!’ she shouted. ‘Get out of the room! Don’t talk
about your mistresses to me! Your tears are only water. You have
never loved me. You are a stranger, a stranger!’

He thought, ‘She hates me. She will not forgive.’

‘Dolly,” he said, ‘just one more word!’

‘No.  If you follow me, I shall call the servants. I am going
away this very day.

She went out and shut the door behind her.

Oblonsky stood still for a minute. Then, straightening himself
up, he also left the room.

4, LEVIN COMES TO SEE OBLONSKY

Oblonsky held an important and well-paid post as head of one of
the government offices,

He finished his morning’s work and was on his way out to have
his lunch. Just then someone was shown into his room.

‘Why, it’s you, Levinl How pleased I am to see you.’

‘I have just arrived,” said Levin, ‘and I am very anxious to see
you.”

‘Come along then, we will go into my room.” He took Levin
by the arm and led him into the next room.

They were about the same age, and had been friends since boy-
hood, although they were of very different character. Levin lived in
the country and seldom came to Moscow. It seemed to Oblonsky
that he always came in a hurry, and was in trouble with some unex-
pected problem — some difficult question with which he had to deal.

‘What’s it all about?’ said Oblonsky.

‘Well,” said Levin,  ‘It’s difficult to explain, It's — well, it isn't
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