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SEIODEN, Nodmiake
Date and Time: 11 April 1947, 1000 - 1180
Plase! Room "FP, SUGAND Prison
Prosent: SEIOIEN, Nobutaka

erer e

r

A,

K. nnm R. Bdverds, Iaterrogater
Sgb. Ode, Imterpreter
Hise ¥. O, Briggs, Stesegrapher

My same ie ¥r. Bdwerde. I am on the Intermatiomal Proseecudion lcctton of
the Tridunal. Will you please state your full mame?

SHIODEN, Hobutaka.

You are a former Lisutenant General, were you not?

Tes.

It is true, is 1% mo§ that in Jammary 1946 you vere interrogated by
Gommander Shea im this institutien?
Jamary 24.

That ie correet. I have bdefore me, Semeral, a copy of the tramseript of
that interrogation and so will net find it mesessary to review your
educational baskground or your military eareer. Moreover, I thimk sube
stantially it will 2ot De nesessary to review in detall your politiecal
eareer. I think that will save me a great deal of time.

@eneral SHIODEE, directing your attemtion to this eard wpon vhich appears
in Japanese the names of 211 the defeandante mow on trial, I shall ask
you 4f you know all those defendania?

There is differemce in the soguaintamse, tut I knmow them all.

Have you bdeer subpoemaed or called $o serve as a vitness for amyome or
all of $those defendants, Gemera)l SHICDEN?

Have you hai ocossion to confer with the lawyer, or lawyers, of any one
or more of those defendentel

Yes.

»

¥ill you please state with what lawyer or lawyers you have conforred
and oa the behalf of which one of the defemdante?

K0IS0--hin assistant of ecoumsel. I forget his msme.
:x:o:ucntnd you gorrectly; you sonferred with lawyers for the defendant

::;&;n assistant of counsel of K0IS0. I met onee vith my ccumssl,

Approximately when did yow conferemse for the defendant XOIS0 take plase?

T have the date ia my dlary, but X thimk it was early im January of this

Year. I% may have been the end of last yesr.
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And that soaferemss Yook place herd in BUGAND Prieent’
Yos,

Is 40 not my iy perpesd at all, Gemeral u«m um e’ nmu of the

wbiedt natter yon diseusesd with X0 50%e 1 My veasen for making

inquiries is ov follows. 'The !ﬂ-mthm W%ary Trivens) hao

nidd that thoss of us on the Prosecution staff shall met iuterregate -
any person whe is o appesr as a witmsss for emyome of the defemdanis,
wnless by speeisl eonsent of the Tritumsl. Therefore, for that reasen,

‘oowpled with our owm desire $o adide by the dietides of ywefussiomal

ethios, I fimd i advisable %o ask you a fow guestions regarding your
contasta with 4o apunsel for the defwhdantis.

x qﬂontnl

Did KOIS0'w lawyer indieate that he would like to have you appesr as &
witness for the defendat

Mo 444 not say no, But I acked him that question. I meked him 3§ 4% wase
neeensary for me to appear as witness. lawyer eoansel told me that

at the present woment there was mo meed for me to appear bul that later

on he might have $0 msk me te sppenr as witness.

Pid the lawyer for ths defendant X080 ek you %o give = statoment in
writing, or an affidavit?

¥o. There wae no wmieh request. 16 wan mot a formal investigetion. The
oounsdl cswe %o me te avk for my oplaion, %o lesrn sertain fmebe. Shall

I elaborate on that?

No, that is sufficient.

T don't mind tellifg yeu.

Thank you, Ganeral. 4s I stated a fow womente ago, 1% is not my imtention
or inten§ to probe into the sontents of the disoussion with the counsel.
It s true, is it nat, that you had » rather entesded military eaveer

in the Imperial Japanese Army?

That is correet.

And 1% 18 furiher true, is it not, that yom ultimately attaimed the vank
of lieutenant gemcral?

That is correct,

It is further Srue, 12 1t not, that sometime ago you retired from active
service in the army?

That ie correct.

When did your retirement %ske place, Genoral SHIODEN?
Adpprozimately eightesn yesrs ege.

Sometine in 19297

Thet is correes.

Apd is my further understanding correct thet mo time sines your retirement
in 1929 have you been called back into the service?

; have not been onlled baek.

8inde your retirement from active service in the Army, your 1ife has bean
largely devoted to a politieal life, has it net, Gemeral SEIODGND
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A,

That is not altogether eervest. Later on I was netive; I sppeared in
political eireles. I lent my efforts to eivil aviation after retiring
frem astive duty.

You have stated, Gemeral, that you are asguainted in various degrees
with the defendants imvolved im the instant trial. X should mew 1ike o
ask you a® a remlt of your arsy career, oF as a result of any private
business relations, er as a rémlt ¢f your politieal eareer, do yeu dear
111 will Soward anyeme or more of the defendants?

There ie no person against whoem I particularly have 111 feelings.

Let me ask you them, Gemeral, if 4o your knowledge any ome or more of th
defendants harbore {11 feelimg toward youl

There may be, Wt I do mot kmew vhat i¢ going om in other people's heads.

Of course, I appresciate $has, Gemeral, tut om the other hand onee in a -
vhile through overt aste or coniuct or statements ocur fellowman lets
us know vhat his thoughte may de.

I have never felt any ill feeling.

My question was with regard %o the possidility that anyone or more of
the defendants might harber i1l feeling toward you as a result of some
controversy vhich had takem plaee in the pas$.

dmong these pecple there are diplomats. I atteanded the League of NMations
80 I know a 1ot of diplomats. I comeider myself mot just s simple
militarist, but that I have droad viev poimts. Nat there may be among

the diplomats with their view points those who comsider me as a militarist,

Well, I think that is sufficient om that subjeet. Now, I should like to
ask you if ¥aring the period when you were astive im civil aviation
eircles you had oceasion %0 be assosiated with, or affiliated with, any
of the defendants im private dusinese eaterprises?

I have asked people like ARAKI and OSHINA to lend the army's aid %o
the development of civil aviation in Japan. Oivil aviation in Japan
was at 2 very primitive state and I asked them that they should lemd
their aid.

I understand, Were you and any of the defendants, insluding of course
those to whom you have just referred, imvestors inm any private enterprise?

I vas active im the HIKYO KYOKAI Aviation Assosiation. It was not a
private company hamling passengers or freight and I was not associated
with private companies.

Was that association aleo known as the Imperial Aeronautical Association,
Genarall

That is the association I was speaking about.

Have you been associafed with anyone or more of the defendents in any
one of the meveral prominens, political associations?

1 huwe never deen assoeisted with pelitieal parties.
What wonld you eonsider the Imperial Hule Assistance Assooiation?

Before it was organized it wen$ Shrough very complicated steps and I
am 1ot very sure what the organisation was.

You were a leader or a direector of that organisation vere you mot,
Generall

Eo. In regard to the IRRA at one $ime I was requested %o be a member of
an investigation committes. I was requested o de one of the temperary



A,

A,

investigntion mesbers. After I a membor of the Nouse of
sentatives, I was appoimted (d4recter) of the YOKUSAN SRIST

% erial Male Assistanse Asseciation. Thers were two kinde of
s ordinary and the permenent. ¥he permanent SUMU drafted what

they pleased and just brought the matter defore the erdimary STV for

approval. I was just an ordimary SOMU,

When did you first besome a membor of the Diet, Generall

In the eleations of April 1943,

Were you a member of the House of Reprecentatives or cne of the Foeral

I became a member of the House of Representatives.

From SAITANA Prefesture?

Ho, from Tokye.

And for how long a period of time did you serve as a representativel

Until Degsmber 1948--until I came here.

¥ow, a moment sge you stated that you were an ordisary S0NU, in the
YOXUSAN SBIJX KAI, If you will, I sheuld like to have you relate the
nature of the fumstioms or the responsibilities and the authority of
an ordinary SONU.

As I meationed s moment ago the JONIN (permament) SUNU drafted the policies
and eame %o the ordimary mesbers only %0 obtaim the approval. The ordimary
members had very 1ittle %o do and unless there was something very wrong

we could not do amything about i8. That was the set-up.

¥Well then I gather from your amswer that the anthority and responsibility
for the drafting of major policies within the organisation reposed in the
permanent SUMU, is that correes?

That is correet. It is, But it does not mean that we did not have
rasponsibilities.

(Recessed from 1045-1080)

1 bvelieve just before the recess, General, that while the permanent
G0MU had the respomsibilidy for major llcy making, nevertheless you
chose to indicate that the ordimary 80MUslso had to assume certain
responsibilities. Iu that correet?

We were foreed to mseume responsidility because they had this s¥mukal,
(Pirectors Counscil) and the members of the YOXUSAN SRIJI KAI would say
that the matters had been decided by the SUNU EAX,

During whet period of time did you serve ss am ordimary STAU?

In the sumper of 1942 until the summer of 1948. . I think the organization
of the YOKUSAN SEIJI KAX ghamged thet eummer.

Whe was Sreasurer of YORUSAN SBIJI KAI during that peried?
ENDD, Ryussiu. I deldeve % vas he.

General, was 1% the practice within_she organisation for the treasurer
%0 render reports to the oriimary SONU?

Ko. There wers practically mo occasions for sueh reports, and that ise
one of the resmsons I did met remember ¢learly the mame of ths $reasurer.

Well, wouldn't the members of TOKUSAN 3EIJI XAI expect to e provided with
a financial statement regarding receipts of momey and expemditures Shersof?

-4 -
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Ve reseived weperis, dut these reperts were very simple. The scuress of
income were very simple and X eftem had to guess where they came frem.

1 sometimes gnessed that the meney came frem the ZAIBATH,

What other sources, Gemeral, if you please?

From the members of the asse¢iation.

Where would the funde so raceived de deposited?

The treasurer received the momey, bat I do not kmow where the money wes
deposited, at the dank or anything like that.

But the $reasurer would kmow, would he hat?

0f course, he would know very well.

Would the contributione be reeeived in the form of cash customarily?
Such things unlees one is a permaneal member be would not know.

Who were serving me vermanent S0MU during the time when you served as
an ordimary SONU?

There were approximately twenSy people serving as permanent members and
I do not remember all thelr names.

Please name the first three that come %o your mind.

From the House of Peers thers was a man named BAOK1J0.

Hie firet name, please.

I do not remember. I wasm't very familiar.

Did you state that he wae from the loin of Peers?

Yes, he wes from the House of Paers.

Was he a resident of the Greater Tokyo areal

He may be in Tokyo. I haven't had any contact with ocutside for almost
two years. , Dyusakw, wes from the House of Peers was a permanent

mendber.

With respect to my previous q;utiou, Ganeral, I had intended %o ask if
HAIORIJO was residing in the Zokye area at that time rather than now.

1 remember in that manner, I vasn't intimate with him.
What was his neme?

I do not remember. Thers area't many surnsmes called HAOHIJD, so there
is no mistake.

Had he enjoyed mny rank in the army?

No. I believe he was politician for a long time and in the house of Peers,
:tou the House of Representatives, there was a Navy Vice Admiral TASUNX,
aturs .

To your knowledge 4id mny one of the defendambe imvolved im the prewent
trial ever serve a® a permanent SUNU?T

I beliave HASHINOTO was sn ordinary BSONU, There aren't any others.

Fow, you referred s fow mimmtes age to TN, Nyfsaku, ae having served ns
treasurer, He, %00, had served as Ohief lo;nhrr of the ABE eabinet?

That is sorreet.
- . =
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A,

Were TSUGUMO, Xunitoshi, and MIYOSEI, Nideuki, permaneat or ordimary stuur
They were permaneat menmders.

Vas AB3, Fobuyuki, a permaneat member?

He was the S08AT (Premident).

Bow, based on your experiemes in military life and your_experisnce ae
memdber of the Diet and your experiemce as an ordinayy SOMU 4n YOKUSAN
SBIJI XKAZ, will you relate as Driefly ae poseible about the use of
"kimiteuhi® in connection with political campaigne.

I believe that it is possible that the Govermment ecould have given momey

to politiesl parties supperting the Govermment and that the parties

gave money to the candidates. BSome candidctes were poor and it is possible
that the pu-\z gave these people ¥ 5,000 each or ¥ 10,000 each. That 4s
Juet what I thimk,

What 40 you know as a matter of fact, Generall

I do not kmow anything conerete. Speaking from my persomal experience,
vhen I was asked to stand as a c¢andidate I $0ld my friemde that I vas
poor and that I could mot yum as candidate. MNoreover, I was over sixiy
yoars of age. My friende $0ld me that I need mot worry abont the monay.
They told me that they wounld -.?ly the momey. I %014 Shem that 4¢ I
ran as candidate on other people’s money I would be obliged te support
that person’s wishes. I told them that if it was all right for me %o
state my own opinions affer I wae eleetsd I would run as eandidate. I
asked them who was going to supply the momey. They told me mot to ask
meh guestions. The manner im which I wae talked down is as follows.
In my distriet, #2 Dletriet of Tokye, we were to send five memders to
the Diet. Among the five there were three leftists, people like
commnists. My frieads teld me that unless I put into astion what I
believed and sald to ry friemds it wvasn's sueh good. That is how I
happened to run for election,

What was your reply to your friends when they asked you not to inquire
as %0 the sourse of the funds for the campaiga?

I told them that I wanted to kmow the souree of the funds because in
cases like these I would be forsed %o follow the wishes of the persom
who supplied the fumds. They told me that I need mot worry about such
things and that I could do as I pleased.

S0 then, what did you say?

Tor example, I t0ld them that if a communist supplied the funds I weuld
not want to follew his wishes. Neither would I wamt o follew a leféisd.
They $01d me that I was %0 do as I plessed. 8o I replied that in that
case I would stand for slestien,

¥ell, do I understand you clearly, you expressed the feeling that you
did not want to feel necessarily odliged to follow the wishes or views
of a ecommanist or a leftist, but you did not intend te say, did you,
that you wounld mot want to oppese the wishes of anyome of the memders of
those groupds regardless of merit. In other words my thought is siwply
this. As I understand your statement you replied o your friecnds that
you would met follew the wiches of & cowmunist or the leftists, and the
point I am trying to raiee is this: 414 you not intend e ey that

you told your friemds that you did met want to feel indebted or odliged
to fellow their wishes regardless of their wmeris?

I told them that I would support the good polieies but would oppose the
bad ones; thet I was to he free to cheese.

By what eriteris 4id you tell your friends that you would be guided in

determining which policies were "bad” pelicies and whieh you would eon-
sider to be "goed" polisies?



Ve 444 nod discues sueh ?.n deotaile.

ave
I am sorry, bad I ehall/to intervept you, @ensral. X cen mot agree with
you at all that the eriteris for fgood® and "had" policies is

s emall detall, I gather very {nitely from your statements that yem
desired to retmim imdepsndence of thought and aetiom. That would wwER
thet you would impute great Lmportanse to the guide poste of the oriferia
vhieh you would follow in approving or disapproving any meamuire.

This wam wartime, so the main objective was to unify the people. It
would be bed if the communists raised labor movements and impeded the
national effort. I told them that I would oppose such movemente.

I am sorry. I ehall have to imterrupt. If you will explain to the
Genoral that our car is here and that we shall call a recess and that
we shall be back here sometime between 1330 and 2:00 thise afternoon
and shall confer with him between 2:00 and 3:30.

(Regossod at 1130)

Afternoon Session

INTEEBOGATION OF
SHIOURY, Notntalke
Pine: 1448 - 1530
Place: Room “O", BSUGAMO Prison
Frasentt SHIODNE, Nobutaks

My, Willdanm B, Bdwards, Interrogator
Mr. Jomes lamber$, Interrogator
Sgt. Ode, Interpreter

Nies M. O. Brigge, Stenographer

SQueetions by Mr. fdwards

Q.

Ao

Q.

General SHIODER, just as we adjourned for the afterncon recess, I believe
you ani I were discuseing the eriteria, or factors, which would énter
into your deeision in approving or disspproving any measure. Isn't

that right?

That is correct. I was explsining factors in regard to the lofti.tws
whieh I explain in regard to the rightists.

Well, Genoral, § feel that our discussion has gone a little far gfield,
and in view of the short time we have I think I shell proceed slong some
other lines. Yow you stated that a group of your flamde gume o you
and advised you that they wonld make avnilable funds nesessary to conduct
your campaign for the Diet. You have also, of sourse, informed us that
they requested you not .to mek from what scurce they obtzined those funis,
and as I recall we had a rather oxtended diseussiom as to that.

fou.

Now, I should like to aek whether or not you bad a campaign managex?

I had = campalgn men-ger, but he was an old man 1like I am and didan't know
wach about the work. The man who did the work was a young man. He

vent out to the Burma Front, and unfortunately fell in combat. His neme
vas WATANABE, Sasumn, I found out ahou$ %he mource of the money later
om.

Eov wuch money was made availsble?

¥ 20,000,
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Nov, you say you later lssrned about the scuree of the memey. What 4id
you later lears about the momey?

Befere the YORUSAN !ltll AL was formed, there vas as orgunisudion called
the TOKUSAN SEEKID I 7 am not swre abous the name, Jmt I thimk 4%
mm‘s mnManmvn formed fvom She YORUBAW

sxno $IK, ABE vas ,u-um of thn TCRUSAE SEEKYO 18 and lator beowws

president of the YOEUSAW SHIJT KAT. While he was presidesd of the formew
organisabion ho gathered mm;. ‘The honey for sampaljn experses: Caue

from this scures.

Do yew. refer te AMN, Nobuyuki?

That is sorresd.

And fyom what source 414 AN obtain thoss fundst

As I montioned, 1% vas mainly f¥om the Zaidaten.

How mueh 442 ABE obtain from War Minletry "kimideaki®?

I den's Jnow amyihing about that.

Pid you dissuss with ABE the sourse frem whish he obtained the monmey?

h.

Who vas Chief of the Military Affaire Buresu at that time?

I am not sure, But i% was either 8i%0, XearyS, or U8, It was either
one of those defendants.

Who was Vice War Ninister at that time, General?
KIMORA, Beitars,

And so it would have besn KINURA and MURD or SATO who would have made
*ximitsuhi’ available for this purpose, would 4% no$?

That is if the army supplied the monmey. I don'% know whebher they did
or nob.

Well, you do know, Gemeral, do you not, that that prastice was folloved
B the War Minletry?

That is why I say I think that they might have, tut I can mot way for a
fact because I do not Jnow.

What can you say for o fast on thie saorel?

In regard %o the gatherimg of fumdse, I dan say mething om that polnt. I
menbioned im the moraing that Defore I wouwld stsad for election T called
these friends of mine andtold them I wes not goinmg to follow the polledes
of the persens who supplied the momey. I dveld on that poind thie mowrning.
If T0J0 did supply the memey, I wewld have beem in a positlon to mdmonish
hi= if he did wrong besause I am his seaior.

Well, yeu do know, de yow mot, Gemeral, that subdetantial funds were
derived frem "kimitsuhi® during that elesdiea.

It is jJust that § think that way, and I fslé thet several milliom yen

vas supplied Wy %AIBATSU. I fels that most of the expenses and that
small portion eame out of the army secret funds.

¥hat do you comsider as "emall portion’ as you mension?

It is beyong me, I can't imagine.

And vhat have you heard By way of repert or rmmor in thal regard, Gemersl?

I haven't he=rd anything more than vhat I have said right new.
5 ik



Q Esve you ha 9, for smemple, thab P00 gave abewd m willien ye

eash $0 | and MIXOSRE, the twe gimblemen we referred to Shie merndmgl
A L dem'g swyrthing pdout the milifen yen Wb T heard remevs that TEUGN0
and lmﬂ;'rminl subetaniial same.

Q. Al you hear st seversl Imsired eendidaton smesived severnl thousand yem
apiecs from army “kiniteuhi® pricr Se the dpril 1942 elections?

A, Ho. I persomaliy did met reseive amy wmeh memay. 10 Lo poseidle thas
of the ¥ 20,000 Shat L roaoived there way ba -esus mousy which eame frem
the army, tut I can mot eay that for a faob.

Q Well, that is whad I was just golmg %o mak, Gemeral. It cecuved to me
thet 12 you 44dn't know the souree from vhlnh ym mongy came 4% womid
be poseible that 1% all same from ewmy "kimifmahi.”

A, That 1w righV.

Q. Yhat bave you heerd in the way of rusers oF reporde aboud how much the
defondands MUTU and BAZ0 had dlshureed for campaige purposes?

h. T can seb sey swyihing comsrete om Shat point. If BAR0 end MUEU agq
give out any momey they must have glven the morey te the YOEUSAN SMEEYQ
118 and ABD mmst heve given eut the memey %o the variesus pesple.

Q. ¥ow, based om your experiemce se Lieulenant Gemeral, you are Femiliaw
with the faot that no eccounting had %o be remdered with respest to the
altimate uee of "kimiteuhi®, ave you mod?

b, Yes, I kvow Hhab.

Q. Bub you retirved frem sstive service in 1929, as I reeall, 44d you notl

A, That is corveet.

Q ¥hat do you kmow o Vhe use of avey “kimifeuli® to brive jeerpaliste awnd
rapresentatives of the pudlie press and redis?

A. I do met kmew anything about thet. I haven't reseived any momey ani I
don'd kmow whether they 4id receive any o ned.

Re Woll, I am all sware of the feal, Gemewal, that you 414 med reeeive amy
umoney. MKy gquestion, however, had ¢o do vith amy rumors $hat may have eome
to your attention im that regavi.

A. I haven'$y heard anyibing om theti bad if yeu eheuld ask me 4 1% wee
pousible for that %o heppem, I would say that 10 was possible.

Q Well, at one bime early im your niiitery cayser, Gomeral, you wowe attavhed

to the Military Affairs Board, were you wetl
4. I wvas atbtashed to the Aviation Sestion of the Duvemn. %he Personnel
Seabion toak care sud hahdled pelieies and other waeh things, 1§ d4d
not kaow anything in regerd to thie question.
b ian ot e B e Rerous Ttk avt iere pevtniateg o
sy A tters
‘kmtnﬂ' be handled Wy the Personme) Seedlon, is thet orrest?
A, My mistake. %he MNilitary Affaivs Sestiom.

(The Gemeral was referring to the Hilitary Affairs Seetion within the
Hilitery Affalrs Bareaun.)

Sesstions by He, lesherd

Q- VWho used the largest amount of army seoret fumds o gain faver for the
militariste group?

A. I believe you are asking me im regard to recent times, that iw simes the
e
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A,

war broke out. I thisk that seeing that MUTO and SATO were very aetive,
that these people handled these thimgs.

Is this Srus sinee 19217

I am speaking of the 3ime sinee MUTT and SATO deck effiee. I don'd keow
the names of the people vho were im offiee hefere them.

(Mr. Bdwards told Bgt Ode o explain to Gemeral BHIODEN that ¥r. lambert
is one of the IPS Btaff. AL thie Sime, Kr. lembert chowsd ome of his
personal eards in Japanese %o General SHIODEE.)

In vhat way was the largest amound of seeret funde uweed o further
militgrist efforte?

I can not imagine. Sinee I lef$ office, I did net maimialn very slese
relationship with the pesple im office se that when I did eome e ses

people occupying positions of Ohief of Nilitary Affairs Baream, ete.,

I had to through complieated steps, and in some cases they brushed

we off. &ave me the impreseion of brushing me off.

¥hile you were in office was more army secret funds used as bribes op
for the purpese of army pr ?

As I said defore, I was iz the Aviation Section. I did not ask, and
I do not Xmew.

Soastions hy Nr, Biwards

Q.

General, during your tenure of office as a member of the Diet, which as

I recall extended frem 1942 te the end of 19048, do you rescall any debate

A,

A,

taking place im the Diet regarding the use of "kimitwuhi" or complaints
with respect to the magnitude of the sum which was being spemt?

That matter was considered "$aboc” and we weren't able to go imto that
wmbdject very deeply.

Then, as a member of the Diet you would eimply kmow the smount whieh hed
beer appreved and appropriated for the temporary emergeney military fumd,
out of whigh it is my understanding that "kimitsuhi" wae obtained, is
that correctl

Yes, I remember the genersl facts on that poimt, dut I can not give you
any figures.

At that time did the members of the Diet voice dissstisfaction over the
fact that they were net givem any accoumting or repor§ with respvet %o
the expenditures of "kimitsuhi®?

At that time there vere discussions on that subjees, dut being wartime
the general attitude was %o pass the budget and to ged on with the war.
But members of the House of Representatives, we were responsible to know
everything that went on in the Diet. I am ashamed to say that we did
not go into these things fully, and I thimk $that was one of the reasons
why we lost the war.

Sergeant, will you mek the Gemersl to exeuss my imterruption. I see i%
1s 3130.. Wo wasd be bask to dhe War Mimistzy by 4. I am very sorzy.
Therefore, we shall have to conslude the interrogation with the Genasral.

¥We were told that the money was used for operations and for politieal

purposes in the mewly acquired territeries and that ve shouldn't ask
80 many guestions.

(The interrogation was coneluded at 1830.)
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SASAEAWA, Rvoichi
Date and Time: 10 Apr 47, 9230 = 11330 A.M., 2300 ~ 4300 P.M.
Places Sugama Prison
Pregent: BASAEKAWA, Ryoichi

Wme Eo E&-trds, Interrogator

Jo Gy Lambert, Interrogator
8gt, Ode, Interpreter
Léile ¥y Davis, S8tenographer

MR, EDVARDS:

Q. Please state your full name,

A SASAKAWA, Ryoichi,

Q How old are youy Mr, SASAKAWA?

A 49 Japanese age--48 Western style.

Q@ Where were you born, please, sir?

A OBAKA,

Q Have you been interrogated before by any representative of IP8?

A Yes,

Q VWhat was the date of your birth, olease, sir?

A 4th of May of the 32nd year of MEIJI--1899,

Q Do you speak English, Mr, SASAKAWA?

A No.

Q Do you understand English?

A Noe.

Q When and by whom were you interrogated?

A March of last year.

Q Do you remember the name of the lawyer or investigator who
guestioned you?

A I have forgotten,
Did the interrogation take place in the War Ministry Building
or Sugamo Prison?

A MHere,

Q Are you familiar with the trial now in progress at the War
Ninistry Building before the International Military Tribunal?

I see the papers, I am quite familiar.

-
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Are you familiar with the names of all the defendants involved
in that trial?

I know the names of them all,

Have you in the past been particularly friendly with any one
or more of those defendants?

Yesn,
Whieh ones, please, sir?

The ones with whom I am very familiar--SHIGEMITSU, I have met
SHIGPMITSU tens of times in the past years.

What wak your vocation at the time when you had so frequent
meetings with SHIGEMITSU?

I was the head of the KOKUSUI TAISHUTO, but I knew him even
before that.

U
In what year or years worgﬁgha leader of that party you have
Just named?

1931, From about August, 1931, The name changed once,

What was the name by which that same party was known after
its name was changed?

KOKUSUI DOMEI, The reason the name was changed is because
the T0JO Cabinet objected to the namwe "TAISHUTO".

Upon what grounds dld the T0OJO Cabinet object to that name,
Mr, SASAKAWA?

They said the name "TAISHUTO" was bad,

Let the record show I am asking the interpreter if he knows
the English meaning of the name “TAISHUTO". If you do, will

%oulglgnse state for the purpose of the record the meaning in
ngLisN,e

“Great Gathering". The T0JO Cabinet objected to the name be-
cause it meant a large number of laborers gathered to talk.

Were you pvarticularly friendly with any of the other defendants
involved in this case?

There ire no other people with whom I am particularly intimate,
but I know the names of all the defendants.

As a result of any of your past experiences, do you bear 111
feeling toward any one or more of those defendants, Mr,
SASAKAWA?

Yes.

Which ones, please?

8ATO, MUTO,

Are those the only ones, Mr, SASAKAWA?

2,
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7030, HOSHINO, SHIMADA, SHIRATORI.

What occurred in the past that csused you to harbor 111 feeling
toward the defendant 8ATO, Mr, SASAKAWA?

The TOJO Cabinet had an election of the House of Revresentatives,
They recommended the people the army liked, gave them money,

and elected them. And people who opposed even slightly they

did not recommend and had the police suppress them,

Which police organization do you refer to, Mr, SASAKAWA?
The police throughout Japan.

Under the direction of the Home Ministry?

Yes.,

Tell him to proceed,

And I was one of those suppressed.

Vhy did they suppress you, Mr, SASAKAWA?

I am a person whe will agree with a good thing and will dis-
agree with something that is bad, even if 1t is something that
my father or brother says, and that was the reason, In the
Diet I made the following statement: "It is bad for the govern-
ment to recommend people whom the army likes and suppress the
pecple the army does not like, That is bad." I made a re-
port and presented it to the TOJO Cabinet, I made the notice
and presented it to the Diet telling them that I was going to
make this question, the question why the veopnle whom the army
prefers should be recommended and the others suppressed, At
that time SATO was Chief of Military Affalrs Bureaun,

Mr, SASAKAWA, you have not been subpoenaed as a defense witness,
have you?

Neeo

Have you conferred with any one or more of the lawyers renre-
senting any one or more of the defendants in this cage?

Yes.

With the counsel for which defendant or defendants have you
conferred?

SHIGEMITSU, USAMI, the counsel for SHIGEMITSU,
When did that conference take place, ¥Mr, SASAKAWA?
I think 1t was about two weeks ago, I forget the date.

Mr, SASAKAWA, i1t is not our purvose to pry into the details

of your discussion with the lawyer for the defendant SHIGEMITSU,
However, because of certain rulings handed down by the Tribunal,
it is necessary for me to discuss your conference with the
defense lawyer to a sufficient degree to enable me to determine
whether I can properly proceed with this interrogation. I

will therefore ask you if the defendant SHIGEMITEU's lawyer
asked you if you would be willing to testify as a witness for
the defense?

3.
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. He d1d not ask me,

Did he ask you to give him a statement in writing or an affi-
davit?

No, he did not, The thing is SHIGEMITSU and I are very friend-
ly, but SHIGEMITSU is in one corner of the prisonm and I am in
nno:gog. His counsel came to tell me that he is well and asked
me. was,

Very well, Mr, SASAKAWA, I believe in the 1ight of those facts
and circumstances we can proceed with the interrogation,
Therefore, please procaed with your statement regarding your
past relalions with the defendant SATO.

I made the notice to the government that I was going to ask
this question, I do not scare very easily, and the Japanese
Government would have had a diffiecult time with these quest-
ions, Therefore, S8ATO came to meet me., He said that he heard
that I was going to ask the government why these suppressions
were taking place, He asked me not to ask these questions,

He said that he was asked by TOJO to make this request,

Approximately when was it that SATO came to you on the occasion
to yhich you refer?

%242, when I first became a member of the House. of Representa-
ves.

What month in the year 1942, Mr, SASAKAWA?

It was the first session, I do not remember the wmonth,

Where did this meeting take place?

At the Diet,

Was the defendant SATO Chief Military Affairs Bureau at the
time of his coming to you on the occasion to whieh you are now
referring?

Yes, he was the Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau.

And who was Vice War Minister at that time?

I do not remember. I did not have much to do with the Vice

. Minister.

Very well, proceed, please sir,

I was going to criticize the Japanese Government, but SATO
came and asked me not to make these questions bu% to make the
questions prepared by the army, He said that it would be
much better for both of them, The Japanese press would carry
these statements.

Do I understand correctly that you were a momber of the Diet
when this occurred?

Yes,

Mr, SASBAKAWA, would you be inclimed to relate the same story

4.



