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4 December 1945.

IKI:

Case No., ZZJ RE: Kazuc AQ

STATUS: PENDING
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE:

On 2 December 1945 a SCAP preée release
indicated that the apprehension of the following individual hed
been directed and furnished the following informations

AOKI, Kazuc. This member of the House nf Peers rose through
various posts in the Ministry of Fincnce and more lately held posi- -
tionaas Vice-President of the Manchuria Affairs Board in 1936 and
1937; President of the Uabinet Planning Board in- 1939; financial ad-

visor to the Nanking government, 1940 to 1942; and Vice-president of
the Imperial Rule Assistance Assoeiation.

No active investigation is being ownducted in this matter.

%

LeRoy H, Barnard,
Ma jor, Infantry.

Copies:
1 File,



CASE N0. 245 RE @ AOKI; Kazuo il
STATUS: Pendinge

MEMO FOR THE FILE:

Source: Not stated.
From @ NIPPON TIMES, #16780, 4 Dec 45
Information:

"AOKI, Kazuo. This member of the House of Peers rose through various

posts in the Ministry of Finance and more lately held position as Vice=
Presidedt of the Manchuria Affairs Boerd in 1936 and 1937; President of

the Cabinet Planning Boerd in 1939:; financial edvisor to the Nanking
government, 1940 to 1942: and Vice@president of the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association,"

UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

Review Nippon Times "morzue" for possible further information.

JOE B, ALEXANDER
an Lt., Inf.

COPIES: 4 File
CASE NO.:2)5

SERIAL NO.: <



9 Dec 45

CASE NO. .ZZ)/ RE .3 AOKI, Kaguc @

STATUS: Pendingz.
[BMO FOR TEHE FILE:

Cn 4 Dec 45, CIS files reflect the followinz information on personnel
indicted as War Criminales and ordered apprehended 3 Dec 45:

Bern 1889, Member of the House of Peers. Secretary of London Embsssy,
1917-21. * A career officiel in the Ministry of Finance who arose from minor
posts in 1916 to Director ofﬁ?&e Finence Buregu, 1934-36 and became Minister .
of Finance in the ABE Cabinetf, 1939-40, Amonz otheyp positions he has held
are those of Vice-President of the ‘Manchuria Affi}fz Board, 1936-~37;: Pres-
ident of the Cabinet Plauning Boerd, ABE Capinet/ 1939; financial ed¥iser to
VANG Ching-Yei's puvret government iq Nankdng, 1940-42; Vice-President of
the Imperial Rule Assistance Associstion £8d adviser to the Greater Jaspan
Politiecsl Party, both dedicated to creating enthusiasm for the war. :

AJAI used his position on the Manchuria Affsirs Board to zssist TOJO///
in perfecting his "sestapo" in Xwantung and to lay the foundation of TOJO's
power. In the TOJO Cabinet AOKI wzs Minister of State without Portfolio and
head of the Grester Eest Asia Ministry, 1942-44, TFor services rendered in
the latter capacity, AOKI was decorsted by the Emperor of Japan, 13 June 1944,

AOKI should be aspprehended for his prominent psrt in assisting
Generel TOJO and for contributing to the political znd economic support
of the Japanese war of totalitariznism and aggression.

He appesrs on the War Criminal list prepared by the Stete, War and

Navy Departments.

JAMES &, GAINE, J&.
CAPT., INF.

COPI¥S : 3 File
I”Capt. Robinson

CABE NO. 3«/5
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FILE NO. 2156 REPORT BY: L. H. BARNARD

RE: Kazuo AOKI ~ . STATUS : Closed
DATE: 3 Jan 486

A review of the file in this matter does not indicate
that further investigative action 1s necessary prior to the

interview of subject. It 1s therefore being administratively
closed.

CLOSED

COPIES: 3 File 215



FIIE: REPORT BY: D. L., Waldorf
RE AOKI, Kazu 7/

DATE: 17 January 1946 STATUS: PENDING

Born 1889, Member of the House of Peers. secretary of ILondon Enbassy,
1917-21, A career official in the Ministry of pinance who arose from minor
posts in 1916 to Director of the Finance Bureau, 1934-36 and became
Minister of Finance in the ABE (abinet, 1939-40. pmong other positions
he has held are those of vice-president of the Manchuria pffairs Board, -
1936-37; President of the Cabinet Planning Board, ABE Cabinet, 1939; /
financial adviser to WANG Ching-Wei's puppet government in Nanking,
1940-42; Vice-Fresident of the Imperial Rule Agsista.ncq Association and
adviser to the Greater Japan Political Party, both dedicated to creating
enthusiasm for the war.

AOKT used his position on the Manchuria Affairs Board to assist TOJO
in perfecting his ngestapo” in Kwantmﬁ“and to lay the foundation of TOJO's
power. In the TOJO Cabinet ACKI Wﬁiﬂ ister of State without Portfolio
and head of the Greater East psia istry, 1942-4). For services rendered
:1,n thggi.ztter €apacity, AOKI was decorated by the Emperor of Japan, 13
une z

A0KI should be apprehended for his prominent part in assisting general
TOJO and for contribgging to the politigal and ecgnomic support o§ g'he

Japanese war of totalitarionism and aggression.

He appears on the War Criminal list prepared by the State, War, and
Navy Departments.

(Counter Intelligence Justification Files reflected the above indicated
information concerning subject.)

PENDING

COPIES: 3 File.



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES SECRET
Research and Analysis Branch
Bioggaphical Report, BR-J#30 *

s 3

R
Name AOKI Kazuo E

Address . Tokyo, Shibuya-ku, Yoyogi, Oyama-cho, 1049 (in 1942) y ‘}}7

Major Positions Member of the Extrabrdinary Wartime Measures Law
Committee, June 1945
Adviser to the Dai Nippon Seijikai, June 1945 6/
Minister of Greater East Asia Affairs, 1942-44 ., ;
Supreme Adviser to the Nanking Government, 1940-42 4/

Family History Born 28 November 1889, in Nagano-ken y eldest son ef
: AOKI Zenzo (or Yoshizo)2/; married Chiyo, second deughter
of KIKUCHI Takekasu 2/ Tor Tonwa)g/ of Tokyo-fu |,

Career Graduated in German law from Tokyo Imperial University, 1916

Passed Higher YUivil Service Examination _2_/

Entered Finance Ministry

Financial Secretary at the Embassy in England, 1917-21

According to another report he is also listed as serving in
France 1

Counselor of the Tobacco Monopoly Bureau, 1920 _2_/

Chief of the Research Section in the Finance Bureau of the
Finance Ministry, 1924 g

Chief of/the Secretarial Section in the Minister's Secretariat,
1926 2

Chief of the Treasury Section of the Pinance Ministry, 1927

Chief of the Foreign Exchange Bureau of the Finance Ministry,
1933

Chief of the Finance Pureau of the Pinance Ministry, 1934-38

Vice~President of the Manchurian 4ffairs Boayd, 1936-37

Vice-President of the Cabinet Planning Boa » December 1937~
1939

President of the Cabinet Planning Boerd, January 1939 _1_/

Finance Minister in the ABE Cabinet and concurrently President™
of the Cebinet Planning Board, August 1939 -~ Januar;] 1940

Supreme Adviser to the Nanking Government, 1940-42 2//

Minister without Portfolio in the TOJO Cabinet, September -
November 1942 5/

Concurrently Vice-President of the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association, September 1942 _g/

Member of the House of Peers, _.Beptember 1942,l9/ 5

Minister of Greater East Asia Affairs in the TOJO Cabinet,
November 1942- July 1944 4/

Adviser to the Greater East Asia Mnnstry, August 1944 _/

Adviser to the Finance Ministry, August 1944 y

Adviser to the Dai Nippon Seijikai, lJune 1945

Member of the Extraordinary Wartime Measures Law Committee,

29 June 1945 6/
SECRET 6

(80438) FEB 1 8REcn_



AOKI Kazuo - 2 BR-J430 SECRET

Comments AOKI joined the Finance Ministry after his graduation from
Tokyo Imperial University in German Law.2 Among his classmates
entering the Finance Ministry at the same time were KAYA Okinori and
ISHIWATA Sotaro, both later Finance Ministers, and HOSHINO Naoki who
became President of the Cabinet Planning Board in 1940.1/

After a career in various subordinate positions in the Finance Ministry
he was appointed Vice-President of the Manchurian Affairs Board in 1936.
It is a# this time that he is reported to have worked closely with IQJQ.
Hideki{ then Chief of the Gendarmerie Headquarters, Chief of the Kwantung
Police and Chief of Staff of the Kwantung Army in Manchuria.8

In December 1937 AOKI was appointed Vice-President of the Cabinet Planning
Board.l/ In this capacity he was sent, in October 1938, to Shanghai to
evaluate the government investments in the Central China Reconstruction
Company which was to be organized the following month.l/ :

In February 1939 AOKI is reported in Chuo Koron as being the most im-
portant of the finance bureaucrats, but the article adds that there were
indications that he was not one who would take orders and faithfully
carry them out. It was for this reason, the article says, that AOKI
was not appointed Finance Vice-Minister, even though he had the support
of IKEDA, KAYA and ISHIWATA.E/ Nevertheless, with the formation of

the HIRANUMA Cabinet, AOKI was appointed President of the Cabinet
Planning Board 1/ succeeding TAKI Masao.g/

In August 1939 AOKI was appointed Finance Minister in the new ABE Cabinet,
In his first statement he declared that "because of the entangled inter-
national situation, the aim of the new government must be the augmentation
of the national defense economic power.%l/ During this period he still
held the position of President of the Cabinet Planning Board,é/ and
according to one source, was called "the strongest man in the ABE govern-
ment."  Although he cut the Army and Navy budget demeands in December 1939,
one source oalls him a “semi-militarist and expansionist, and a Greater
Japan enthusiast,"® The same source in 1939 says that AOKI Yfundemen- -
tally agreed with the Japanese military" but that he "remembers his
arlthmetic and considers it impossible to grant their demands.f&b/

From April to December 1940 General ABE Nobuyuki was special ambassador
to the Nanking Government l/ and AOKI was his economic adviser. Accor-
ding” to the Osaka Mainichi AOKI "played an important role in the formula-
tion of the Tinancial and economic policies™ of the puppet government and

"his contribution to the establishment of the Central Chupei Bank was
highly praised."

Subsequently he was appointed Supreme Economic Adviser to the Nanking
Government.” In assuming this post he was to "assist HONDA Kumataro,
Ambassador to Nanking, in promoting economic cooperation between Japan

SECRET
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AOKI Kazuo = 3 BR-J#30 SECRET

Comments continued
and China, and the economic reconstruction of the latter."7/

When, in September 1942, TOJO reshuffled his cabinet and appointed TANI
Masayuki to replace TOGO Shigenori as Foreign Minister, he appointed
AOKI Kazuo as Minister of State without Portfolio.g/ The Tokyo radio

at that time said that AOKI was expected to take charge of the projected
Greater East Asia Ministry. His first statement to the press emphasized
the need to “harmonize his work with the military administration.“ﬁ/

Then, in the following November, he was duly appointed the first Minister
of Greater East Asia Affairs. Again his first press conference stressed
the "necessity for close cooperation between the government and the chief
commander of the Japanese forces" saying that this was one of the reasons
for the formation of the new ministry. “The building up of Greater East
Asia is absolutely inseparable from continuance of the war," he said.

His first act was to create a Greater East Asia Liaison Committee which
he headed and which was composed of representatives of the Army, Navy,
the various cabinet ministries and the Legislative bureau.g/ In addi-~
tion he held numerous other posts in the Greater East Asis Ministry, in-
cluding the chairmanship of the Asia Technical Development Commission.lg/

AOKI took several trips as Greater East Asis Minister, 1In early 1943 he
took an extensive trip through China and the Southern Regions; in July
1943 he visited Manchuria, inspecting the Chungsisntao mining district,
accompanied by LI Shao-keng and HANAWA Yoshiyuke, both diplomats in
Menchuria; from 19 August 1943 to 5 Soptember 1943 he travelled through
Nanking, Shanghai, Peking, Kalgan, Dairen and Hsinking, As Minister of
Greater East Asia Affairs on 28 March 1944 he called on WANG Ching-wei,
who at that time was convalescing in a Tokyo hospital. In May 1944,
with SHIGEMITSU Mamoru, he was scheduled to ettend a meeting of the Great
Japan Buddhists Association.

The “irst Order of Merit and the Order of the Sacred Treasure were
awarded to AQKI by the Emperor on 14 June 1944.6/

When the TOJO Cabinct fell in July 1944 AOKI resigned along with the
other ministers.

The following month AOKI was appointed an adviser to the Greater East
Asia Ministry and to the Finance Ministry.g/

On 1 June 1945 AOKI was ncmed adviser to the recently formed Dei Nippon
Seijikai. :

On 29 June 1945 he was appointed to the new Extraordinary Wartime
Measures Law Committee.g/'p

One source believed, in 1942, that AOKI was "liberal and possibly even
friendly towards the United States;" source felt that at the time "many

SECRET



"AOKI Kazuo = 4 BR-J#30 SECRET

Comments continued

Japanese who oppose the present war as a suicidal policy nevertheless
feel that they now have no other choice butto support the war effort.™13
But according to another source AOKI 1s regarded as a TOJO 'yes~mana'8
A third source terms him "a fovourite of the Kwantung Army Clique.

AOKI is reported to be a foreign exchange expert, and while he was a
finance official, he modelled his exchange control on the Nazi system, 4/

According to the Osaka Mainichi AOKI is known for his tcpacity. "This
quality has enabled him to accomplish anything he has decided to do, 1In
this sense, he is trusted by persons kmowing him," the paper says.l/

Summary  AOKI Kazuo is a career Finance Ministry official who has played
an important part in Japan's domestic, economic and financial affairs as
well as in similar aspects of Japan's program of continental expansion.
He joined the TOJO Cabinet in 1942 as the first Greater East Asia Minis-
ter, a'position which he held until the fall of the cabinet in 1944,

Since that time his activities have been confined to an advisory rather
then an administrative capacity. :

Sources -

Who's Whos (English Language)
Shokqgio-betsu Chosa~roku, 1939

Jinji Koshin-roku, 1938

05§ Source X

0SS Source S

Enemy broadcasts

Osaka Mainichi '

Washing%on Post, 2 November 1942
Thuo Koron, Webruary 1939

Nomel Year Book, September 1942
China Weekly Review, 23 December 1939
0SS Source K

0SS Source T, 1942

0SS BR-W

SIS

THIS RECORD IS . SUMMARY OF SUCH INTELLIGENCE
(FROM ONE OR MORE SOURCES AS INDICATED) AS WAS
AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF PREPARATION. IT MAY
CONSEQUENTLY BE SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT BY ADDITIONAL
OR MORE RECENT INTELLIGENCE. INDEX NUMBERS AND
LETTERS ARE SOLELY FOR INDEXING STATEMENTS IN THE
REPORT.

SECRET
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INTTRNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 506 2 15 Febpuary 1946
ANJLYSIS OF DOCU,ENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTLON OF ATT.CHED DOCU:ENT.

Title and Nature: Letter fron adiiral 0XaDA to Prince
KONOYE.

Date: 4uz. 13, 1943 Original (x) CSopy ( ) Languuge: Jap.
Has it bsen translated? Yes gx) NO )

Has it been rhotostuted? Yes ) No x)
LOC.TION OF ORIGINAL (ulso WITNESS if applicable) as of
Dceuient Division e

SOURCE OF ORIGIN.LL: Prince KONOVE!s residence
PLRSONS TifPLICATED: KONOIL, 0XaDs, TOJO, oUZUKI 40K
RAJULA, YONaI, OKaDin, Ka¥a, GENMITSU,
HI?O'I:-, AB.u’ Mx, l’lxK‘l‘;’sm&I
CRL.IES TO WIICH DOCUMENT ~PI-LIC.BLE: e

Illegal Warfare
SUILLRY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with paze reference) :

Due to thoe fact that "the present situustion is truly
grave 2nd the futuré of our country sreatly ccacerns us all"
and since he believes "th.t it is the duty of the Elder
Statesman to intinately talk to the Prine Minister and other
Ministers coencerned, OKiaDa proposes toc KONOYE that the elder
statesnien have a luncheon for the Priiie Jdinister, SUZUKI,
KiYa, o0KI und SHIGEIITSY cn sug. 30, 1943 ot the Peers Club.

accordinz tc USHIBa, KONOYL's secretury such a lwebing
was held,

Doc o No, 506

12



JEIERCATION OF

Eapve joid
Date and Time: 14 February 1946, 1000=1130 Hours
Place 1 Sugame Prisom, Tokyo, Japan
Present t Kasuo Aoki

Yalentine C. Hmmaek, Interrogator
Tatoue Fujil, Dverpreter
Ruth ¥, Anderson, Stenographer

Questions by s lir, Havmack

BY MR, HAMMACK: Do you solemnly swear, by Almighty Oed, that you will tmly
and acourately interpret and translate from English into Japanese and from
Japaness into English, as may be roquired of you in this preeeeding?

BY ¥R, FUJIIt I do,

’.fo
A.
Da

A,

b
.

A,

b
Qe

Ao
“e

Ao

-
Le

What is your nawe?

40KI, Easuo,

When were you born, Mr. Aeki?

28th of Novembar 1889,

What university did you attend?

I gradusted from the Imperial University of Tokyo, Law Divisiem, in 1916,
And did you study any other subjechts besides law?

Only law,

And are you a lawyer, Mr, Aoki, by pmf.uiéa?

No, I never did become a lawyer. Imnmediately upon graduation I became

& Minister of Finangce, ,

Then you were connected with the Japanese Bxbassy in ingland, were you
not, Mr. Aoki?

Septesber 1917, I became sesretary teo the Finanee Comsdssioner to Lendon,

A

A seerstary to the Pinmece Omsdssioner and alse itSachs of Mammes, -
. Pinsnce Attashe %o the Jupansse Mwbasay in lomden,

13



Interrogation of Kawuo Acki 14 veb 1946

A
8

Ao

Ao

Qo

Ao

le

Ao

Ge

Ao

14

How long did you hold that position, Mr., ioki?

I held that poeition until the end of 1920 and returnsed to Japan in
January 1921,

What position did you held upon your return to Japan?
1 was attached to the Finance Ministry as one of the secretaries,

(Interpretors The Japsnese word is "Jimukan." That is one of the offices
in the Pinanece Ministry,) ;

What does that Japanese word mean?

It is the £ifth one down the line. You have your tinmm men and then
your various other offisers,

{By Mr, Aoki in inglish: I will explain in Wnglish, Head Minister, Vise
Minister, Chief of Bureau, Chief of Ssetion -

And you were t.e fifth one down the line at that time?
Chief of Sesrstarial 3estion,

Then in 1926 you we:re Chief of the Ssoretarial Seetion of the Finanee
Hinisters Offige, were you not?

In 1926 I besame the Chief of the Personnel Bureau Sesticn,

And what was your position in 19277

In 1927 I also held in eonjunotion with the previous pesition, the
position Chief of the Inwestment Section for the government Postal
! MQ

And in 1934 and 1936 you were direstor of the Finanse Bursau, is that not
correct, Mr. Aoki?

Yosu,

And then in 19%6 and 1937 you were vics president of the Manshurian Affairs
Board, is that correet, !ir, Acki?

!“’. x wWas.

What were the dutiss of the Yamshwrian Affairs Beard, M, Acld?

- -



