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SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

Of the many challenges that society faces today, possibly none is more acute
than the security of ordinary citizens when faced with a variety of natural
or man-made disasters arising from climate and geological catastrophes,
including the depletion of natural resources, environmental degradation,
food shortages, terrorism, breaches of personal security and human secu-
rity, or even the global economic crisis. States continue to be faced with a
range of security issues arising from contested territorial spaces, military
and maritime security and security threats relating to energy, infrastruc-
ture and the delivery of essential services. The theme of the book encom-
passes issues of human, political, military, socio-economic, environmental
and energy security and raises two main questions. To what extent can
international law address the types of natural and man-made security
risks and challenges that threaten our livelihood, or very existence, in
the twenty-first century? Where does international law fall short in meet-
ing the problems that arise in different situations of insecurity and how
should such shortcomings be addressed?

Volume 58 in the series Studies in International Law
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Foreword

Whenever essays based on papers delivered at a conference are pub-
lished, there is a risk that they do not wear well with the inevitable pas-
sage of years or the different medium of their presentation. This is very
definitely not the case with this excellent publication. The University of
Nottingham offered to host the 2012 Spring Conference of the Interna-
tional Law Association’s British Branch with the challenging theme of the
inter-relationship between international law and ‘security” in its latest and
most diverse expression. The theme was explored by some outstanding
speakers, generating lively and relevant discussion. It would have been
disappointing if these had not found some more permanent record. This
book amply fulfils that need.

The editors were closely involved in Nottingham’s successful Confer-
ence, and have expertly brought these essays together to constitute an
important body of work on one of the most troubling aspects of current
affairs—both international and domestic. The basic dilemma between
appraisal of actions by governments and international bodies to address—
‘defeat’ is so often the phrase used—terrorism and insecurity in the light
of established international law, and trying to fit international law into the
ways in which states have responded to real or perceived threats to inter-
national peace and security, comes out starkly from these essays. Interna-
tional law’s efficacy as a regime whereby states consent to constrain their
actions has rarely, if ever, been under greater strain.

All those with relevant responsibility should read these essays, and con-
sider whether the measures so far adopted (and often re-cycled) will lead
to a safer world for its citizens, or merely serve the interests of increasing
chaos. There is much too for scholars of international law and of interna-
tional relations to ponder in this important work.

Jeremy P Carver CBE
President, British Branch

International Law Association
August 2015



Preface

Of the many challenges that society faces today, possibly none is more
acute than the security of ordinary citizens when faced with a variety of
natural or man-made disasters arising from climate and geological catas-
trophes, including the depletion of natural resources, environmental deg-
radation, food shortages, terrorism, breaches of personal security and
human security, or even the global economic crisis. States too continue to
be faced with a range of security issues arising from contested territorial
spaces, military and maritime security and security threats relating to
energy, infrastructure and the delivery of essential services. The theme of
the book encompasses issues of human, political, military, socio-economic,
environmental and energy security and raises two main questions. To
what extent can international law address the types of natural and man-
made security risks and challenges that threaten our livelihood, or very
existence, in the twenty-first century? Where does international law fall
short in meeting the problems that arise in different situations of insecu-
rity and how should such shortcomings be addressed?

This collection of essays, which arose out of the ILA British Branch
Annual Spring Conference, held in Nottingham in April 2012, examines
the concept of security in international law—how international law shapes
security and how security shapes international law. The different aspects
of this relationship will be outlined in the Introduction to the book, and
aspects will be considered in each chapter. Different facets of security are
considered in Part I, including how different international legal regimes
such as international environmental law and international criminal justice
intersect with what has been traditionally viewed as a concept or value
protected by collective security law. Part Il analyses in detail more specific
threats and considers how both general international law and applicable
specific regimes have responded.

Mary E Footer

Julia Schmidt

Nigel D White
Lydia Davies-Bright
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