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3 Passage - A

Why Do pPeople Learn Foreign Languages?

People who wish to learn a foreign language may have any one of a great number
of reasons for doing so. If we take English as an example we can make a tentative list RIGH . 2R
of these reasons. It will not, of course, be complete, but will at least show the great 3_
variety of both the needs and desires of students of English. ;

(a) Target language community HX  #2

Students may find themselves living either temporarily or permanently in the . | &g} # gt/ 5k
target language community. (Target language means the language the students are | & . k&
trying to learn; a target language community for students of English would be an English- |

speaking country, e.g. England, the U.S.A., Canada, Jamaica, etc.) These students will | FIhn
have to speak the target language to survive in that community. | SETR, feha |
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(b) ESP

The term English for Special or Specific Purposes has been applied to situations
where a student has some specific reason for wanting to learn the language. For example,
an air traffic controller needs English to guide aircraft through the skies. This may be
the only time in his or her life when English is used. The businessman may need
English for international trade. The waiter may need English to serve his customers.
The student who is going to study at an English university may need English so that he
can write reports or essays and function in a seminar situation. The student of medicine
or nuclear physics (studying in his own country) may need to be able to read articles
and textbooks about that subject in English. [‘WV“ ) @ clags ek whith
A Gmahl rouvas‘MMS%wih.o/bmt %

Many students study English only because they have to! English is part of the
school curriculum because a decision has been taken by someone in authority that it
should be so.

))a/rfl' alor QW 4
(d) Culture

Some students study a foreign language because they are attracted by the culture

(c) School curriculum

of one of the target language communities. They learn the language because they
want to know more about the people who speak it and the places in which it is spoken.

(e) Advancement

Some people want to study English because they think it offers, in some general
way, a chance for advancement in their daily lives. It is possible that a good knowledge
of a foreign language will help you to get a better job than if you only know your
native language. This is particularly so of English, which is rapidly becoming the language
of international communication.

Businessmen need English and a young person wanting to go into business might
well get a better starting position simply because he or she has a sound working
knowledge of the language.

(f) Miscellaneous

There are a number of other reasons for learning languages which are possibly
less important than those above. We could mention the student who goes to English
classes just “for fun”, for something to do. A student might well go to a class because
he likes a particular person in the class, or in general likes the atmosphere of the class:
perhaps the student has simply heard that English classes at a certain school are
enjoyable or prestigious, etc.

It will be clear from the list above that there are many possible reasons for studying
a language. What is your reason or reasons? Don't you think a sound working knowledge
of English is a must for you?
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Check your understanding

n Read the passage carefully and decide whether the statements are true (T) or false (F).

[] 1. The author makes a list of the reasons for learning English and it covers everything.

[] 2. France is a target language community for a student of French.

[ ] 3. Some students study English because they are interested in English culture.

[ ] 4. If a young man wants to go into business, the only thing that may help him get a good
start is the subject knowledge.

[] 5. Sometimes a student may go to a class just because he is fond of someone in the class.

Give a brief answer to each of the following questions according to the passage.
1. For what purpose does the author make a list of reasons for learning English?

2. What does a student have to do if he wants to live permanently in a target language community?

3. What does the term ESP refer to?

4. If a man wants to engage in international trade, what language is he most likely to learn?

5. According to the passage, who most probably makes decisions on the school curriculum?

6. What benefit can a person get from a good knowledge of English?

7. Why is English important in one’s career compared with other foreign languages?

Build up your language stock

Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the given words.
1. The famous actor’s wedding got a (mention) on television.
2. Old people don't like to (variety) their habits.
3. After doing temporary jobs for a month, he got a (permanently) position as a clerk

in a store.
The future (survive) of the bald eagle is still an important American ecological concern.
The (function) of a chairman is to lead and control a meeting.

That restaurant is famous for its good (serve) and pleasant atmosphere.

N o oo

We can now (communication) with people in the world by email.
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8.

I always

(enjoyable) going to the cinema.

9. He wrote the report under the

(guide) of the manager.

10. Although he failed in the election, he tried to maintain his (prestigious).

n Translate the words in Column A into Chinese in Column B, and then write down their antonyms in

Column C.

ﬁ
Column A

Column B

Column C

\

Translate the following sentences into English.

1.

© e NP U RN

U=y
e

.

temporary
specific
sound
special

able

native
attract
possible

in general

a number of

B9 FE B B Hk = 7557 . (reason for)

AL E C AL AMAES] T —3Kk 3. (make a list of)
X TRAEEEFRIEREIT ] Z A . (school curriculum)

BE A E—UREREH—DNRE, FEMNRFFE—FIMET . (in authority)

AR ERMNRE T — MR AR, (tentative)
AR N T HEBFEFFIRIEN, MREAFI. (for fun)
hERIZRILRR, RTERBIEEX T . (might well have)

b —RKITIR, MBWREFRNSFWS/ET . (attract, atmosphere)

BARZIE B AR AEISKEH . (apply ... to)
BARMZAHRRIEAE L E TRESET . (find sb. doing)

Summary of useful patterns

n Here are some useful patterns. Read them carefully and try to remember them.

1. If we take English as an example we can make a tentative list of these reasons.

— If we take English study as an example we can make a list of our weekly tasks such as

listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

— If we take the Spring Festival as an example we can make a long list of typical Chinese food.
— If we take students’ needs as an example we can make a long list of their wants

and desires.
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. It will not, of course, be complete, but will at least show the great variety of both needs and

desires of students of English.

— This inspection will not, of course, be thorough, but will at least remind the manufactur-
ers that they should pay attention to quality control.

— The list will not, of course, be complete, but will at least reflect the great variety of de-
mands of consumers.

— The test will not, of course, be the best measure, but will at least provide teachers with
some useful information.

. Students may find themselves living either temporarily or permanently in the target lan-

guage community.

— They found the lost child hiding in the cave.

— I'found him drinking my best brandy in the cellar.

— He found himself lying in the hospital.

— We found the girl smiling happily to us.

. These students will have to speak the target language to survive in that community.

— He will have to leave early to catch the last bus home.

— The girl will have to take a part-time job to support her study in college.

— These teachers will have to adjust their teaching methods to meet the learners’ needs.

. The waiter may need English to serve his customers.

— The air traffic controller may need English to guide aircraft through the skies.

— The college student may need English to write reports or essays and function in a
seminar situation.

— The children may need teachers’ encouragement to maintain their confidence.

- Many students study English only because they have to.

— Some students study English because they are attracted by the English culture.

— Some people want to study English because they think it offers a chance for advancement
in their daily lives.

— Many women stay at home only because they are forced to.

. This is particularly so of English, which is rapidly becoming the language of international

communication.

— This is particularly so of education, which is playing an increasingly important role in
our economic growth.

— This is particularly so of the WWW (World Wide Web), which is definitely the most
popular application of the Internet.

— This is particularly so of popular press, which is closely concerned by the public.

. There are a number of other reasons for learning languages which are possibly less impor-

tant than those above.

— There are many other reasons for being active in class which I will mention later.

— There are several other reasons for wanting to enter the country which are a bit hard for

me to understand.
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— There are a few other reasons for taking part-time jobs which are more important to

the students.
9. A student might well go to a class because he likes a particular person in the class.

— A young man might well get a better starting position simply because he has a good knowl-
edge of English.

— We might well lose the football match because one of our players is hurt.

— They might well complete the project ahead of time because they are very well organized.

10. It will be clear from the list above that there are many possible reasons for studying a

language.

— It will be clear from the list above that there are several advantages of learning to type.

— It will be clear from the list above that there are a lot of techniques to improve our
study habits. '

— It will be clear from the list above that there are a variety of needs for the improvement of

our products.

‘g

Passage - I%J_;'

ey
|- % Annabel Lee

g R by Edgar Allan Poe

It was many and many a year ago,

e : In a kingdom by the sea,
S That a maiden there lived whom you may know

By the name of Annabel Lee;
And this maiden she lived with no other thought
Than to love and be loved by me.

She was a child and | was a child,

In this kingdom by the sea,
But we loved with a love that was more than love —
/ ‘ I and my Annabel Lee —
| HHf/ <EFEE | With a love that the winged seraphs of Heaven
A&k Coveted her and'me.

And this was the reason that, long ago,
In this kingdom by the sea,
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A wind blew out of a cloud by night
Chilling my Annabel Lee;
So that her highborn kinsmen came
And bore her away from me,
To shut her up in a sepulcher
In this kingdom by the sea.

The angels, not half so happy in Heaven,
Went envying her and me:

Yes! That was the reason (as all men know,
In this kingdom by the sea)

That the wind came out of the cloud, chilling
And killing my Annabel Lee.

But our love it was stronger by far than the love
Of those who were older than we —
Of many far wiser than we —
And neither the angels in Heaven above,
Nor the demons down under the sea,
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee.

For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And the stars never rise but | see the bright eyes
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side
Of my darling, my darling, my life and my bride,
In the sepulcher there by the sea —
In her tomb by the side of the sea.
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