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INTER:OGATION OF
Hasuo Kato

Date and Time: 6 Felvuary 1946, 1430-1630 hours

Flaoe t Neiji Building, Room 730
Present + MNasuo Eate
: irs Ray L, Norcan, Interrogater
iss Klldred Righ, Stemogrepher
Quostions ty 1 lir, Horpsm
TN T ) o It e L e ey 1
the sy, or had o
* Sube Memolmwria for the of both the pelitical aed
esoncuie oitugtion in
A, Yewm.

Qe Oould you tall me what knowlodge you had of the Manshurian Mneidemt
prior to the event, 4
A Yos, I hoard, that iz it was gemerally bell that there was a
plan worked out for Manshuris, Imﬁhpﬂnmom-
ised Yy Gemeral ITAGAXY, Seishire and Lt, Col, ISHINARA, XKanji, There
were a fow other persons, whose ngnes I do not remerber, involved,

Qs 4As I understand it, these two had a prominent role in the formulatiom
of his plan, which was dooe prior to the lanchurisn Taeldent,

Ao TYes,

G. Did you over have a chanoe to tell: to these two,

A, Yes; I iqlked to ISHINARA, I gttended the Genewa League of Hations
Conference of 1932, at vhich time I talked to hin, He ms alse at-
tending,

Qe 'hat did he say to you ghout the fivesyesr plan,

Ae I dom't ¥mow if T heard it from hin directly or from some cthar person,

Qe Wat did you talk to him gbout,

A Yo disougsed what I heard about the planm,

=l=



4,

Ao

Ao

(1) was very astive at that tive, Iunot.mu‘hoh

The Nensturian Ingident imvelved the om the South
Rallmay, and it was the fivet step in the completion of the plen,

The army hed moved in a considereble mmber of troops, ote, in prepare~

tion for thia incident,

Tom, A
Otherwise they could mot have gained coutrol se guiskly and sustained
oontimmous war for the period of three months reguired to main eontrel,

Is that right,
Yes, I think se. Anywmy, they had a long range plan,

Do you know of sny individual who i3 now living who had any conversa-
tu-mumn, rmdmmmmmm

Civilisns?

Civiligns or nilitary,

I think thers must be a great nany,
Could you give ne the nanes of some,

I wonder who koows, You know, the plen was rade entirely by the amy
ad the government knew nothing about it,

In faot, the plsn became commen zossip smong the Japansce loaders,
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iMle for the festering of the development of
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G Vho was the leader of this sy,
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Masuo Eate Faitad Oty
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Wat part 414 NATSUOKA Toke,

He later bocare the president of the Sewth Nanehuris Railwy,

In this pesttien he besans an Influentisl mewber of the military group.
He beocane sogminted with nemberg of the nilitery TYRADCHI and
S S e st Thgemss S U5 e prvio
nilitery leaders, .
DI4 he over talk to TERAUCHT,

Not to TTRADOEY, but T knew MATSUOKA very well,

DId you ever talk fo MATSUCKA about the five-yesr plan,

¥o, mot at all, -

Did the Japsnese loww ahout the fivewyear plam prior %o the Hanshurian
Tncident,

No, they did mot know gbeut the rlmn,

But 1% wes olwious to you and to others that the lamelnrisn Inoident was
Planned bty the Japaness sxwy yrier to its coourreno®,

Yeu,

"ith reference to this Hanebhurign Ingldent. Did you know of the fuots
of how the Japanese Avny ssused the Mangimrign Ineident,

Yos., There was a series of instdents; or viclanoes,
Tas this series of violanees true,

I de not Xnow.

But the ineddents were mimor,
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This ms g Norther oppertunity for the Japanese arwy to expand under its

% night be 9. I gn mot e certatn,
The Japentse axny was there and miting for the eprertunity to wove in,
I an 3ot so certain ghout that, It =ight be so,

Oguld you tall me who would de in the best tdem, and iz glive todny,
%o give ws some information on this Tnatdent, 2

rahmm YOSHICRA, of the Maindehd, and TANAXA, of the

Would ITAGAKY or ISHINAPA know something about this,

I fink they might, The army sommander might know, Anbassador NCHURA
night now, snmm.mmmm:nmmmm‘
TANI, Maouyuki might alse kmow,

You wers not in Shenghai,

Ne.

Did you tell me the name of the genoral at Shanghai,

He, I:stloekﬁntup. You, Generul MATSUI, Iwani world know everything
about &

!ﬁuﬁnmmmzmwunorwmmmwm
»

Yes.

Do you remenmber gnything eoneerning the events leading up to the recog-
nition cf Hanslwmime,

_Very 1little,

Do you Jmow the individmel or individmls in the Japanese government
who wore responsitile and who handled the negotistions,

I think sush mem as TANI, chief of the Asiatis Buresu, Foreign
0ffies, might ¥mow a great alout these matters,

Lo



Homuo Kake E==1946

Qs Do you have any other Imowloedge eomosrning the resegnition of Usneintkue,

As I do not mow a grest deml about it, There in a RATANO, Renji, who
Semeiorigs and

hu-iﬁu;'h-h. buﬂlmmm -
ingidents. "8 g man, becane g writer. He was alse
am. Bgateen

s esplayee of Offies and Oreater Far
R ooyt g gl g i

During 193119352 there boyeott of Chinese
b !*M%tttu:‘n:sm. dm- s

the the militardietis Do reenll
-y mm’ m"‘“‘fc’a Jgpunese ot 's m’. _
As Ths pesple were worried, and the goverrment was very mueh worried atout it,

Qs Who 4in the governrent stated that there would be reprisals for sueh a

A, Tt iz hard to say offhand bDecmuse it is so rany years ago, Again,
SHICENITSU, Mamoru csn tell you a great deal,

Qs Tith reference to the Assassinations between 1930 ad 1932, sush es the
saiiasingtions of Premier RAMAGUCHI, Premier INOUYE, Barom DAN, and
mﬁ'm

Premior INUKAY, it is understood that the mili
of the govermment wus
A. Right,

Qe Do you kunow off-hend the names of the individuals in this mili‘ary group

these
A. Jostly the youmger offisers,

d. As I understand it, there was pencral gossip in Japan that the military

A, Yery true, 'menmoduﬁﬁh. he was one of
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The ware some of the individunls in the gy whe were pro-Germsm,
Taturally, Toje was,

There is no doubt that he inflnenced the military group tc Tasi ideas,

Qe Naturmally, the Nami i8ea wus sxpansion by means cf war,

A
Qe

A.

Q.

A,

Yes, you mgy scy that,

Tt was in 1936 after the asseseinations that the law was o=
garding the gppointaent of the ministers of war and navy, the

opbinet eould mot be formedy and if that it
take purt $n it, such eabinet is mot & L than the
oabinet oculd mot be formed, end the eadinut not do amything,
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Qe

Q.

10

Can tell me what inow, a3 & of the facts imwelved

sorrespondent
in Chine which started at the Naveo Polo Bridge,
‘. 5
Qe °

world stop at a point, tut they never dids

Whe was the war minister,

Either TERAICHT, or, the chief of staff, whose name I do not
now (asked the . Emperer hinsclf susmoned the advisors
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Qe
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Qe
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A

By the my, “ww‘:h:tmnhh'a S~

anoe
oot 10 1530 Tt 95.00% b, . 1 Ak 1he fasunton 4o the GEcih vas
ons of the results because they esuld net do in Ching viet plamed,
nu«uum.hmmmquup:hu
mmummuquuu to the south, Sush
is the sequense, Yhen they saw that Ghina 444 mot po
%Mhpbﬂnmﬁhmwrwdﬁhmm
do in
Who were the responsibhle individuals in the south,

aewey, because alwys do in the name of the 5=
w&nmwmwm to

This insident at the Mareo Pole Bridge was such that it was

that the had plgned the insident for an exouse to caxr'y the ax=
pansion :

It nicht be so, But in that eomnestiom I picht way the whole history
of Ching in oonnection with foreign comtries is a repetition, They
have mede always some excuse for the wmrs,

Did any one make any statements to you on this war,

As T stated, T was in America,

How, you will reocall that in ¥gveuber of 1937 the Nine-Power Confercnoce
tovk place in Belziws, 'Yere you precent,

Ho, T was in Areriom,

You know that the conference vas called to take up the gquestion of
Jepan's viclation of the Nine-lower Trealy, vhich she signed in 1932,

|

Yem,

I think ARITA wes Foredgn Einister and XOHOYT was Prime linister,
Do you mow the reasen that Japan failed to attend that eonference.

Jepan wes not invited, wus she,

«10=
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She ma invited twise and deslined,

Is that I think ARITA ean tell you gbout 18, Japan 444 net
wish the eonferencs as & Such was the attitude
at the tine,

Was it ARITA and KONCYE who of their own wolition mgde this desision,
T don't think se, They had to consult with the arey,

Then the military made the desisiem,

Yoma ;

Do you mow who in the groy nede onch a decision,

You have t0 understand the system in Japmm, Conferences are held
BT eolonels snd oclonels and their desision is
taken wp %o uinister, and celdom does he change i, Then whe is

In sush a mtter, ne,

Both ARITA and KONOYE were afraid to oontend with the army in this
TEER

A1) prise ministers and ninisters me afraid of the sy,
Beouuse of asssasinations,
Bot necesscorily,
Then ARITA and EOROYE wers responsible, along with ithe army.
Tot nesemserily,
Did yeu over talk to ARITA about this,
Yo,
Did you ever talk to wyhody about the Nine-Power Trealy,
No. I wus in the United States,

1=
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On Depauber 12, 1937, the United States guabost was bombed and

sk Yy Japanese Do you know aaything insident,
HASHINOTO fle ordered i .

‘h‘:.'b . © t, they say. That was reperted

Did over talk to gayone of the offisials, including RASHIITO,

sznﬁ.?wm e ‘

m,mu:.mswm I 434 talk to sowe nuvy run, whe

the order thet wms done, altheugh it wus Yy no means nesessaty
and wy is also very asbigueus

h-v:;! rot remsuber, I understand due to some sisunierstande

g
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On July 12, 193¢, there wes an ineident lnown as the Changiufeng Incidemt,
4 mmber of Sovist soldiers who had oocupied Changlorfeng were fired upen
wlmm-c.uﬂw-m in tattle, I understend that the
Japanese had quite an arsy there ready, didn't they., Can you té&ll ve
scxething atout this,

Aain, I was in the United 3tates, and I do not Imow the individugls
who were respansible, .

You never talked to anyone about it

No,

The Japenese-Gernan Trade Agreement was entered into on July 29, 1939,
Did you have amy knowlledge of thia trede agreement,

Yos: A man eallod HIRANUMA, Xirehire wes minister, As I reeall,

thay bad sonferences abeut this, was fivst sugzested Yy the
t:cn-ao.'m'n mm;nuzﬂ.mu%uﬁvw
%\“ mm‘ to war, had n‘:ﬁ
Pussis, uh-mu.innmn trade
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