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RE ¢ YOSHIDA, ZENGO (ADMIRAL)
STATUS : PENDING

Machi, 1-Chome, Meguro-ku, Tokyo.,

Navy Minister- Abe Cabinet.

Navy Minister- Yonai Cabinet.

Navy Minister- 2nd Konoye Cezbinet.

Member Supreme War Council.

C-in-C of Jap fleet in China waters.
Reappointed member of Suvreme War Council.
Pres. of Naval Staff College.

Commander Yokosuke Naval Sta,

Member Supreme War Council.

Svecial advisor to Emveror. -

Has been at sez much more than average high ranking officer.
Is considered a moderste with 2 cosmopolitan viewpoint,.
Javanese rate him as resolute, taciturn, undemonstrative,
with a strong fighting spirit and fervor for sea duty.

CIS Files- 16 Nov.

24
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R. H, GILLILAND - 2
1lst 4t, Inf,




CASE NO. ___24 RE  : YOSHIDA, ZENGO (Admiral-
Navy Minister -
Supreme War Councilor.)

STATUS : PENDING

The "Biogranhies of Prominent Japanese" vprevared by District Intelligence
Cffice, Fourteenth Naval District, dated 15 Sevtember 1945, reflect the follow-
ing biogravhical sketeh of subject:

Adflirel Zenso YOSHIDA - Navy Minister; Suoreme War Councilor,

YOSEIDA was born 14 February 1885 in Saga Prefecture, the fourth son
of Yohachi MIYE. He wes adopted by Uyjiro YOSHIDA, YOSHIDA entered the
Navel Academy in 19C1 and graduated in 1304, He became & cavtain in 1923,
rear admir=l in 1929, vice admiral in 1934, and zdmiral in 1940, and has
been at sea more than the average Janmanese high ranking naval officer,

As of 1941, YOSHIDA was known to hold the Junior Grade of Third Court

Rank and to have received the First Order of the Sacred Treasure and Sec-
-ond Order of the Rising Sun. A chronology of hie naval céreer to 1941
includes possible varticination in the battle of the Japan Sea in the
Russia-Japan War, 1205: service sboard the "HASKIDATE" during s training
cruise to Australia, 1908-09; graduation from the Higher Naval Collete,
1915; end the followinz vositions: staff member of the Third Sguadron
(1218), instructor st the Naval Tornedo School (1918), staff member of the
First Destroyer Flotille (1919) and Training Squadron (1920), chief of the
Second Section of the Bmmeau of Education and member of the Technical
Council (1923), comranding officer of the HIRATO (1924), chief of staff

at Maizuru Navel Stetion (1924) chief of the First Section of the Navy Dep-
artaecnt Bureeu of Military Affairs (1925), commanding officer of the

KONGO (1927) end of the MUTSU (1928), member of the Naval General Staff
ané Technical Council (1929), chief of stsff of the Combined and First
Fleets (1931-22), member of the Naval General Staff - chief of the Navy
Department's Second LUivision = chief of the Naval Affaires Buresu - mem-

ber of Board of Admirals (1933), Training Squedron commander and commender-
in-chief of the Second ¥Fleet (1236), commander-in-chief of the Combined and
First £lesss (1936), Navy Minister in the Abe and Yonai Cabinets (1939-40),
and member of the Supreme War Council (1940-41, after resignation from the
Cabinet),

COPIES ! G file
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YOSHIDA, ZENGO
(continued)

YOSEIDA commanded & training squadron composed of the cruisers "IWATE!

ané "YAKUMO" vhich visited U. S. ports on both the East ané West Coasts

of the Mainland and in the Territory of Hawali between June. end Cctober,
1936, Thet was seid to be his first visit to the United Statee, and he
soeuks only 2 little English. It is of interest to note that numerous
instences have been cited where YOSHIDA's signature, as Navy Minister,

has appeared on "appreciation" cards sent to Javznese in the Territor of
Hawz2ii to thank them for their contributions to the Japanese Navy. Per-
sonal invisetions to "et home" varties aboard the training shins were also
édisseminsted, In 1940, being referred to as Navy and Communications
Minister, he was s=id to be an sdvisor tb the committee prepering for e :
Togye conference of representatives of Japanese living abroad. In November,
1242 he was aovpointed commander~in-chief of Navsl forces in Cbhine waters,

In Decembter, 1943 he was relieved of this vost and svpointed a member—-of the
Suzreme Wer Council. In March, 1844 he was referred to as director of

the Nevy Staff College. In May, 1944 he was made commandant of Yokosuka
Navgl Station, and in August, 1944 he wes egein avpointed a member of the
Supreme VWer Council, hie last known position.

Aéé/}//;%/

DOUGIXS L. WALBORF o
2nd Lt, Infantry




11 December 1945

CASB ¥O. 24 RE 1 YOSHIDA, Zemgo (Admiral)s
STATUS: Pending,

MEMO FOR THE FILE:

Career:
" Instructor, Torpedo School.

Chief, lst Sect. Haval Affairs Bur,

Comdr, HUTSU",

Chief Staff, Combined and let Fleet Staff.

Member of Staff, Naval Staff Boarde

Director of Naval Affairs Bur,,1933,

Comdr=in-Chief, 2nd Fleet, 1936-37.

Comdr-in-Chief, Combined and 1lst Fleet, Deco 1937,

Navy Minister, Aug, 1939=40,

Funll Admiral, Nov, 1940, i

Source: Who's Who, Japen, Manchoukuo & China, 1941-42,

T 2ty
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MEORANSUN FOR GRVERAL WOODCCOK, COLONEL IMORROW
AND 3F e, FINELLY

¢ Januery 19h6

A veview of File No. 24 reflects theg
it eontains information whieh may be of in-
terest to Groups A, B aad G,

: Thie information ias forwarded for sush
action ss may be desmed appivpriate.

L. H, Barnexd
Emjor Inf.
Zx, Officer Inv. Div,

COPIES: Cenhe Woodsook
Cel. Movyrow




FILE NO.: 24 11 December 1945
REPORT BY: Maj., L.H.Barnard

STATUS Pending

‘os

o
RE: Admiral Zengo YOSHIDA, I:. J. N,
MEMO FOR THE FILE:

On 26 Nov 1945, Capt. J. J. Robinson, U,S.N.R., in-
terviewed subject at which time the following interroga-
tion was conducted, the original of which is in the.
gghibit File in this matter, identified as Exhibit No.

The original notes of Capt. Robinson are in the
Exhibit File identified as Exhibit No. 31.

COPIES: 3 File 24



INTERROGATION OF
ADMIBAL ZENGO TOSHIDA, IJB

TIHE 3 36 Hovember 1945, 1430-1840 hrs,
PLACE ¢ Room 304, NYK Building, Tokyo, Japan
PRESEET t Captain J. J. Robinson, USHR, Iatérro'gntor

Douglas T, Wada, Interpreter
Admiral Zengo Yoshida, IJW

FAME H !o-hida.v Zengo

ADDRESS i 114 Kakinokizalka-Machi, 1 Chome, Meguro-Eu, Tekyo
AGE t 60

11)00&2108 ¢ Naval Academy 1901-1904,

MILITARY OR WAVAL SERVICE: IJN

Q.
A.

Qe
A,

Qe

A,

Q.
A,

Q.
A,

Q.
A,
Q.
A.

At the time of the outbreak of the war, viat position did you hold?
I held no position. I had retired from active govermment. service.

Why?
I had ruined my health from overwork,

Since you were regarded as a moderate and one with cosmopolitan ideas,
were you cormpellad to retire because of oppoeition from the totalitariam
group?

No, I had overworked myself, hsving served for three successive years of
duty at sea and later as Havy Minister. I had no sympathy with the mile
itaristic totalitarians, but I kmew no way to get rid of them.

‘While you were on achive duty, were there some men with Fascistic and

totalitarian leenings?
There probably were some, but I managed to keep them down.

What is your opinion in regard to Fasciem?

Well, I have no definite opinion in regafd to Fascism. What I lmow of
these types of ideologies is that Fasciem was started dy Mussolini and
Hagism by Hitler,

In your cpinion, what should be done to prevent the Japanese people
from being misled by such totalitarian groups again?
Basically, 4t ia a mattér of education.

Do you think that there has been success in apprehending all of the
totalitarian group’

I cannot anewer this question with authority as I have mot studied thie
natter, I wouldn'ts ¥mov a Fascist, even if others claim that a certain



ADNIRAL ZENGO YOSHIDA,

person is one, Sometimes thc}; camouflege themselves and you can'® tell.
80 1t 18 a matter of screeming. That is, a character's background, his
past actions and speeches should be reviewed.

Q. As & matter of screening, can you screen out Japanese who were totali-
tarian militariate?

A, I can't tell you with amthority who is a Fascist. For example, Mitsuru
Toyank?Z The peocple claimed him to be a Fascist. I don't Xmow, -But™
#inice the pegple think so, perhaps he was. It is the same with Admirsl
!snji K, M.n I visited America, people asked me sbout Kanji Eate.

&y be iovad him to be a Fasciet. Since the people think so, he may

have been a Fascist,

Qs Don't you sgree that steps should be taken to prevent such groups of
people from ever taking over the comtrol of the govermment?
A. Yes, I wholly agree with youn.

Q. During the war, d4d the Japanase Navy plan strategy independently of
the Army?
A. It depends on the type of battle.

Q. Did the Favy plan i1ts attack on Hawail independently of the Army?

A, No, that was because it was a purely Naval battle, The policy is for
the Havy to plan its strategzy independemtly if 1% is a sea battle and
for the Army to plan theirs independently 4f 1t is a land battle,

If cooperation of both is required, the strategy is joimtly planned.

Qs Do you know who was responsidble for it?
A, Bo, I had retired and kept away entirely from government affairs,

Q. When did you first hear of the gquestion being raised in regard to the
declaration of wart?
A, Only recently, vhen I read the statement made by Nagano in the newspaper.

Q. ¥hat is your opiniom im regard to it?

A, Judging from what I have read, I believe it was the result of the diffi-
culty in translation. In my opimion, armed acticm should be taken
only after a declaration of war has been made. And whem I read the
paper, I thought, "Oh! oh!, there is a big pre'blom centering about the

: doelmt!on of vv.r » 7’5_3.;L

o 7 > & Douglu T, Wada, on!. T Tranlla,tor. 14th Naval
Dietrict, hereby certify thet I acted as interpreter at the interview
set out abovs. that I truly interpreted and translated the English
questions into Japanese and the replies thereto from Japanese into
BEnglish, and that the English translation of the answers set out above

are true and a,c ate to the best of my knowledge and belief,
WITNESS: e ;

o Wada, Senior Translator

Do
2 _,V~- é 14¢ llmral Dintrict.



FIIE NOo s 24 Report by: Orville C. Pratt
Special Agent, CIC

RE s YOSHIDA, Zengo
DATE : 29 Jenusry 1946 STATUS: Closed

A review of ATIS amd CIS files reveals the following additional
inf ormation corcerning YOSHIDA, Zemgos

"Borm Saga Prefecture, 188L; 4th sone of Yohachi MINE; adopted
by Yujiro YOSHIDA; married Tsuki, sisér of Neokichi MATSUNAGA,
Educated Naval Academy 1940, Career: instructor Torpedo Schoolj
chief 1st section Naval Affairs Bureauy Chief of Staff Combimed
and lst Fleet; Staff, Navel Staff Boardi director, Navel Affairs
Bureau, 19333 Commander Training Squedrom; Commender im Chief Com-
bined and lst Fleet, December 1937; Navy Minister August 1939 -
Angust 1940;. appointed full edmiral November 1940."
SOURCE: Who's Who in Japam 1942-4li,

Former Navy Minister in ABE and YONAI Cabimnetse
Member of Supreme War Council (1944)e

SOURCE: “Prominemrt Persons in Jepem and Jepamese Dominated Areas®
(NI, 14 NeDe Auge 1945,

Returned to Shanghal after inspection of Japsmese Naval Forces
in South China, 1943,

SOURCE: FCCes DRs 10 July 1943.

Mede imspection tour of units he commands at Weihaiwei, cheboo
and Linyunchiang, and returmed to Sheanghei 8 August 1943.

SOURCE: TFCC Report on the Far East #28, Washington 31 August 1943.
Chief of Yokosuka Naval Base.
SOURCEs Abstracts omn Europeamn and Far Eastern Persomalities, 4 Jul 45,

Attended funeral of Admiral Chuiehi NAGUMO, 20 December 194k in
Tokyoe

SOURCE:; I¥CCs DRe 20 Dec 191{&.

CCPIES: 3 File 2 ‘-/



Cheirman of Spring Festival Commitee, Yasakuni Shrime.
SOURCE: FCC» DR, 25 fpril 1945.

Chairman of fumeral services for Admiral Shiro TAKASU.
SOURCEs FCC, DR‘. 2 Sept 1944e

The Asahi Shimbum files discloses the following:

. "In 1935 YOSHIDA traveled to Manchuria om an imspection tour of
fuel and supplies.®

Subject's name does not appear on any published list of war
.eriminal suspects and he has mot beem internede

Perding requests for additional investigatiom, case will be
considered edministratively closede

CLOSED
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AESRCATION OF
YOSHIDA, Zengoe

Date end Times 30 Januery 1946, 1400 hours,
Place s Room 732, ieiji Building, Tekye, Japane
Present s Ite Colonel Don Winder, USMC, Imterrogator,

1/Sgte Toshio saiki, Interpreter,
M¥e IIMO. Bltm.r. IoZ.H..
Zengo Yoshida.

Guestions by ¢ 1%e Colonel winder

Aes

Geos
Aos
Gos
hes

fhog

H & B ES R 5 &

when did the Japensse Govermment first decide to fertify the
iiandated Islands? "

I do not know ezactly but believe it was well sterted by the
time of the ocutbreak of ware

¢an you give the exact year”

I cannot of my own knowledge tell the exmet time,

/Mniral, what peried of time were you mvai Hinister?

Avgust 1939 %o September 1940,

Do you know of your own knowledge that a radio station was cone
structed on aAlnumen Island Jaluit Atoll in the Mexshalls ia
Semary 19409

(Discussicn es to location of Jaluit - pointed out on map.)

I bave not the slightest recollectiocn or knowledge sbout ite

Do you know that in May 1940 two 12,7 e= A/A gun positions were
constructed on Enizett Island? These were twin mount guns?

11



Interrogation of Zengo Yoshida < 30 -Jamuaxy 1946 g

Aes Thoet too I do not know, sire

Qes It is alleged that in November 1240 seven coastsl defense gun
positions wers comstructed on Ewajalein. wWas this fortification
work ordered while you were still Maval uinister in September
19409

Aes I do not remambere

hes Admiral, ere you femiliar with the term or unit called the Nojo
unit? ‘

Aes The name 1P jo conveys uo meaninge
Qes Iojo was contracted from Shinobuhakazru  did you ever hear of %%

Aes I can see ns connection in those terms and the iword. %hat is the
. mature of the work this umit didy

Qes (Explained that it was @ seocrct survey unit that went through the
Hdendates and was deactivated in 1938.)

Aes I konow nothing about it, sir.

Qes Do you deny that any fortificatiom work wes done irn the Mandabes
during the period you were Heval Hinister frem Augnst 1939 ¢o
Septenber 19L0%

Ae Yea, There iz nothing else I can do but dexy it sinee I have mo
recollection of the work that may heve been carried one

Ges (Reforence was made to the first Qe and A. then) Was it common
knewledge among the Jeapanese Navy Cfficers that the Mandetes were
fortified prior to the outbreak of the wer?

Aes I desire to explain my answer to the firat guestien - inssmuch &
scme ships and planes went down there, some fortifications must
have been there.

Qes Adwniral, have you now any progress reports on fortifications during
the period you were Neval Ministery

de: 0o
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Intervogatlion of Zengo Yoshida - 30 Jamazy 1946 ©3e

Ges DO you kunow where I could firnd any sush recoxdsd

Aes I there are smy now they would be in the NHaval Ministzy or
the Haval General Staff end not in the hands of any individual.

Ges Which burean or department of the Imperiel Jepanese Navy had
charge of comstructing fortificetions, sssuming that ships end
planes went down and that fortificetions were there?

Aoy £1d eivil engineering and defense work was in charge of the
iobilization Buresu. (There was some doubt onr the part of
Mre Mizato an to the trenslation of the ter o texms as given
by Sgte Saiki below)s

Ges %ho wes in charge of the Hobilizetion Fureau durimg the peried
you were Neval Ministers

Aoy Prior %o the end of 1940, the Burean of HMilitaxy Affeirs was in
charge and then the Mobilization puresu wes organized. . Rear .

Admizal was in charge as Chief of the pPuresu of
uilicaxy o Ths firet Chief of the lobilization Buresu was
Viee sdmirel HOSHIMA, Zenshizos

Ges 4rc these sdmirals 8%ill alive;

Aes Yes. Both are living, but ALE is in Sweden or has just left theve
on his wey homoe

Ges Under the treaty providing against fortifications, do you comsider
that it is a fair essumption that such fortifications m;mm
rreparations for eggressive wery

Ges (Discussion over the mefiified answer tm the first question - *planes
and ships went down' meent visited or wkwre stetioned in the Mandates,

- not that any ships or planes were demagoed or sunke.)

Res Do you admit there was a treaty egainst fortifications?

begs YeBe

13



mtervogation of Zengo Yoshida - 30 Jamery 1946 ol e

Ges 0K, I'll emend the question. Under the treaty providing agninst
fortiticatioms, do you consider that it is a fair assusption that
if such fortifications were in the Mandates, it would indicate
preparations for aggressive war? -

Aes If the assumption that there were fortifications was txue, there
is no doubt thet was illegnl, but that doee not neeesmarily lesd
to the conclusion that the intention was eggressiols 3 think
thére is just es much possibility of such fortificatioms having
been undertakea for the purpose of defense. (Further explained
that aggression against the United States in owr minds was defense
agninst the United States in the Jepanese mind.)

SR F B K &R
originel notes retainad.
Torms submitted by Sgbe Saiki after the inmterview,

Heibl Kyolu - *Pureau of wilitexy Preparations®.
cumm: Xyoku - sBuresu of Maval Affeirs® for the Navy, and
sgéddtary Affaires Bureau® for the Ay

1 vebruery 1946, whem Nr. Mizato returned for the intexrcgation
of sdmiral he t¢1d me in the hall that when he Tepoyted the
conversation with admiral YOO %o the Japauese Navy, they
. #2id he should have téld me that .&mmmtmm

sound end that he was retired om a medi survey becaute of his mentel
condition and that was wiy the Admirel answered ay questionas the way
he did. uizato said he would have told me before the interyogation
sterted dut no opporsunity was afforded., He further seid Admiral
DIRAiA whom T wes ebout to question was absolutely scund mentally.
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