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Where is it now ; the hopeful Japan?

Uchino Masakazu
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Summary

Many people may be aware that it has become difficult to live an active life in Japanese society. Something in
Japan is in poor health. I explored the cancer.

—— Nothing more than deflation and nothing less than inflation

Although it has passed more than two years since the Abe administration launched Abenomics, an economic
policy, many people still have a question about the idea. “Economic growth” , Japanese people had a faith in it. We
would be able to open up the way for the new age only when we break a spell of the faith.

—— Teaching of Capital in the Twenty-First Century

It must be some essential problem with capitalism. While popularization of digital technology caused IT
revolution-induced boom and its burst, subprime home loan taking advantage of financial technique, which is a
home mortgage made to borrowers who do not qualify for ordinary loans, triggered Lehman s collapse which the
entire world was shocked and thrown into an abyss of despair.

—— Acceleration of the collapse of “100 million, all-middle class society”

Everyone worked very hard due to a hope they could become a middle class. When was the hope extinguished?
A company enjoying superior performance leaves people behind. “Wandering Japanese”, the collapse of “100
million, all-middle class society is accelerating with a crash.

— Men in a deep trough

It were men who started wandering. The days a man could play a central role at home or work and hold his
chest are in the past and he becomes increasingly isolated. The collapse of “100 million, all-middle class society”
was a sign of men in a deep trough.

— A dangerous sense of distance seen in people using a smartphone while walking

Why is it so important for them to “get in touch with” someone? Currently, there are people who are walking
with their head down here and there. These people seem to get in touch with other people, but they have no
connection to “reality” . Interpersonal communication has changed.

— It is supposed to be " man is a thinking reed” , isn't it ?

How have Internet and smartphone changed human beings? We have begun to leave what we make us human
somewhere in exchange for convenience. “Man is a thinking reed.” —Pascal may lament over the trend.
—— Society with " life and water” , not with “machine and fire”

What did the calamities of the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011 teach Japanese people? They
taught us difficulties in coexisting with nature, courage to stand up to nature and so on. There is still no end in
sight for restoration from the accident at Tokyo Electric Power Company's Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant,
which revealed that technology was not a panacea.
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