3
i

TRANSLATION HANDBOOK ON CHINESE IDIOMS
AND 4-CHARACTER TERMS IN COMMON USE

HELEN W.L.Y. CHEUNG



F
iy

TRANSLATION HANDBOOK ON CHINESE IDIOMS
AND 4-CHARACTER TERMS IN COMMON USE

HELEN W.L.Y. CHEUNG

R PP B s TR

g\*}:

PRI



Copyright © 1980 ARISTO EDUCATIONAL PRESS LTD.
501 Hung On Mansion

177-181 Jaffe Road,

Wanchai,

Hong Kong.

Tel: 5-728477

All rights reserved

No part of this book may

be reproduced in any form
without written permission of
the publisher.

01-02012-11

First Edition November 1980

Printed in Hong Kong
By Man Ying Printing Press Factory

Acknowledgements

The author is indebted to

Miss Li So-Yan who painstakingly assisted the editorial work and unfailingly exerted her
utmost efforts in proof reading.

M:. CHEUNG Wood-Nang who untiringly gave the author advice and support and whose
beautiful Chinese calligraphy adds splendour to the cover of this book.



Foreword

The “Translation Handbook On Chinese Idioms And 4-
Character Terms In Common Use’” has been compiled to help both
foreign students studying or reading Chinese and Chinese students
studying English.

The Chinese idioms and 4-character terms are arranged in
ascending order according to the number of strokes of the first
word in each idiom or term, while the Enlgish and American
idioms are arranged in alphabetical order.

As Hanyu Pinying has become more and more popular
nowadays this book is also designed with a Hanyu Pinying Index
to give the proper pronunciation and the four tones are denoted
by the symbols: =~ "~ °.

This Handbook is the fruit of long years of research by a
practising translator. In the course of research the author has
received valuable advice from several experts in Chinese and
English. Here the author thanks them whole-heartedly.

' In a work of this nature errors are inevitable. Comments and
criticisms will, therefore, be greatly appreciated.

HELEN W.L.Y. CHEUNG
B.A. (Hons.) University of Hong Kong
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to do something by fits and starts

a solemn promise

one-sided statement

fragments (of antiques, ancient rums, etc.)

a false step (which brings untold woes)

discussed or regarded in the same frame of
mind or in an indiscriminating manner

too many leaders in a country or organisation
an unimportant official post

to unite the whole empire under one govern-
ment

very limited outlook; short-sighted

to finish writing an article or drawing a paint-
ing very quickly

unable to recover from a failure or after a
decline

to fight it out; to compete for championship

to complete in one breath
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not worth a penny; completely worthless

to outshine others

a shelter or a minor position
to spend money recklessly

a sudden outburst of anger
pungent; incisive; to the point

off and on (referring to pressure, political
or military situation)

to lead the nation safely through a crisis
single-handed; to be the only man capable
of saving the nation in time of trouble

not knowing what to do; at wit’s end; helpless

fixed; conservative; unchangeable; invariable;
inflexible

imminent
impartial; without discrimination

to have plenty of guts; very brave

no detail is overlooked; to do things carefully
and seriously
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to cut the Gordian knot
to kill two birds with one stone

to obtain two objectives or gin two
advantages by a single move

smatter; with very limited knowledge; in-
complete comprehension:

every moment is precious

by one supreme effort to win eternal ease
when a man is dead everything is finished (the
solution of one problem leads to the solution

of all problems)

birds of the same feather; very much the
same; people of the same liking

harmonious; full of good will toward one
another

rapid advance

all nonsense

very parsimonious; miserly; stingy

utterly stupid and dense
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utterly naked; not a stitch on

to capture all in one net

rapid declination; utter failure
a crushing defeat; a complete failure

meeting repeated difficulties; hitting one
snag after another

in a serious manner

to undo something by a single stroke; all
cancelled; to settle an account once for all

help; assistance
handsome or dashing

a sudden rise in high position or fast advance-
ment (in one’s career, etc.)

as poor as a church mouse

to become famous overnight; to achieve
enormous success at the very first try

to understand fully at a glance

to hang by a thread (referring to a desperate
or critical situation)
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separated by a narrow strip of water

a falling leaf augurs the coming of autumn;
a straw shows which way the wind blows

to dismiss it with a laugh

rushing down (the river) swiftly; a bold and
forceful style of writing

united as one
whole-heartedly

nothing worth taking; not a point worth
acclaiming

nothing is right; all wrong
without a speck of talent
to have nothing

to know nothing

still breathing; not dead yet
unilateral desire or aspiration

advancing fearlessly as if there are no
obstacles

unrestrained, deep emotional involvement

a limitless expanse of land or water etc.
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wee bit

a pool of stagnant water

everything is handled by one person who
refuses the participation of others; to do
something all by oneself

nothing ha; been accomplished

a day seems as long as three autumns

swept clean at one attempt

a plate of loose sand; lack of unity

reading ten lines at a glance

identically alike

died
evidence given by one party

a horse in the fore; to be in the lead

following in the same vein

a talented skill

like old friends at the first meeting
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love at first sight

numerous attendants; one call will evoke

hundred replies

to do something in one breath
nothing is left

reversing away from the old tracks

words and action in accord with rules; dull
and unimaginative

singing a duet

not contaminated by dirt or vice

to do something against the advice of others
a solemn promise or pledge

a timely warning may avert a national crisis

a single wrong statement may bring disaster to
the nation

to reach a binding agreement verbally
to hit the nail on the head;-to expose some-
one’s ulterior motive or secret design by a

single remark; to disclose it by a word

it is a long story
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in a few words

tit for tat; to serve one with the same sauce

getting worse and worse

over shoes, over boots; in for a penny, in
for a pound

a slip in life may turn out to be the sorrow
for the years to come

what millions died that Caesar might be
great

time is money; an inch of time is an inch

of gold

while one problem has not yet been solved
another is cropping up

if you pull one pig by the tail, all the rest
squeal

the swiftest horse cannot recall the word
spoken; what is said cannot be retracted

a burnt child dreads the fire

to meet rejection, humiliation or frustration

the general effect and the minute details
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a gleam of hope
consistently like the past
= #
sworn brotherhood
to be pleasant all round; well polished and
elegant throughout; to be perfect mixer in

any company

influential in every quarter; having an awe-
inspiring reputation everywhere

a very talented or gifted person
day and night; around the clock
the most hazardous place

crafty and queer

to parrot what others say
life is ephemeral

life is but a dream

life is short

everyone feels insecure

caught together with the loot
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great talents appear successively
there is a wealth of talents

if others can do it, I must exert myself a
hundred times harder in order to do the same

criticisms should be feared

to suffer an utter defeat

words from a man of lowly position (like me)
carries little weight

crowded condition

the relics of the dead heightens the grief of
the living

mass indulgence in decadent life
the right man in the right place
with people’s support

people’s support or opposition
I pick up what others discard

human voices as loud as when the cauldron is
boiling with water

longivity and bumper harvest — scene of peace
and prosperity
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the normal human nature

a sea of faces

trouble of overpopulation or overcrowdedness
memory of an old sweetheart

gentle in appearance but cruel at heart; wolf
in sheep’s skin

human life is of utmost importance

man is a sentimental creature

there are more job hunters than jobs

to have trouble getting about in a strange

land because of unfamiliarity with the local
people and their customs

man’s determination will conquer nature
pandemonium; a hell away from hell
What a world is this?

promiscuous; a woman who will take any
man as her husband

a bad workman quarrels with his tools
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man’s life is like the morning dew. Our life
is but a span.

appearances are often deceptive

the dead cannot be brought back to life

it is seldom that a man lives to be seventy
years old.

man is mortal; death comes to all men
the sex market; houses of ill fame
political geography

satellite

the brain drain

there are plenty of criticisms

people’s commune

popular front

human-sea tactics

to live beyond one’s means; to live beyond
one’s income; cannot make both ends meet

never wear a brown hat in Freisland

in Rome do as the Romans do
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penetrating analysis

to have too little power or resources to do
as much as one wishes

so forceful are the strokes that the force
seems to penetrate the paper

exhausted and hoarse

to try to excel by strenuous efforts; to strive
for the best

using tremendous effort to retrieve a critical
situation

to dispute the views of others to establish
one’s own

within one’s power or ability

perfect

nine out of ten houses are vacant — whole
villages or cities deserted as a result of war,

natural disaster, etc.

eight or nine chances out of ten; most pro-

bably ; very likely
to be very sure of success, etc.

crimes that cannot be pardoned



