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When you say the word "tree house" most people think of a
few pieces of timber and palette up in the branches of a tree.
As you can see from our portfolio this is not the type of tree
house we build. We have completed a wide variety of tree
houses, including everything from Aga ovens, hot tubs, home
cinemas, offices, wet rooms, secret tunnels and even a tree
house with a separate door for the fairies! | think people love
tree houses because they nostalgically remember all the fun
times they spent playing in them as children. Tree houses
are the ultimate kid’s den, a great place to escape the world
and hang out with your friends. All our clients have different
requirements for their tree houses and we always say to new
clients that if they can imagine it, we will find a way to build
it! With this in mind, we have now built tree houses with just
about every feature you can imagine.

We believe in an inclusive approach to design, where the
sharing of knowledge and expertise, and the exchange of
ideas is integral to the creative process. Tree houses are
generally a very sustainable form of architecture as they
are built in and amongst the trees and natural features of
the site. In addition to this, tree houses are typically built
with (FSC or PEFC) timber, wood being one of the most
sustainable building materials. As the structures get larger
they present increasingly complex engineering challenges.
The methods we now employ to support our structures may
incorporate elements of steel and are even designed to
move and adapt as the host trees grow. Further to this we
have worked with independent arborists to develop approved
construction methods that do not harm the trees. Methods
may include 3D laser tree surveys, air-spades and simpler
methods such as tree protections zones, etc.

Our tree houses are getting larger and increasingly more
complex. As structures get larger it is not always possible
to support them within the tree itself. With this in mind many
tree houses are now supported with a mixture of braces
from the host tree and post to the ground. Occasionally tree
houses can be completely supported from the ground with




the host tree incorporated in the design in a ‘non-structural’
way. Tree houses have become a form of structure that
embodies the values of adventure, creativity, escapism and
play. On average, construction takes between 8 - 15 weeks

depending on the size of the project.

There has been evidence of tree houses used for habitation
for thousands of years, as a way of living above inhospitable
ground. The first recorded evidence of tree houses used for
recreation dates from the first century AD during the Roman
era. Today there is a resurgence of interest in tree houses.
The fashion for using locally sourced materials along with
technological advances means that more complex structures
are possible. Imagination is key to the creation of these
unusual structures. '

Tree houses have an exciting future - as innovation drives
the production of new construction materials and techniques,
tree house designers are continually pushing the boundaries
of tree house design, conceptualising structures that verge
on the impossible. When we get the chance, at Blue Forest
we have a great time trying our hand at some of the more
daring designs ourselves. It is growing awareness of how our
planet is coming under increasing strain that has catalysed
‘green initiatives’ across the world over in the hopes of
minimising further damage. As more and more people turn
their focus to the environment, there is always a demand for
‘sustainable’ tree house builds. Tree houses will continue to
be constructed using eco-friendly processes and materials
that are manufactured in ways that have a relatively low
impact on the environment and pose the lowest possible
amount of environmental threat through their transport, use
and disposal. Though different in their design, all of our tree
houses have one unifying trait: they provide experience —
whether it's adventure or sanctuary.

Simon Payne
Blue Forest Director
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Yellow Tree House
Restaurant

Project Name: Yellow Tree House Restaurant

Design Architects: Pacific Environments Architects

The concept is driven by the "enchanted" site which is raised above an
open meadow and meandering stream on the edge of the woods. The
tree-house concept is reminiscent of childhood dreams and playtime,
fairy stories of enchantment and imagination. It's inspired through
many forms found in nature-the chrysalis/cocoon protecting the
emerging butterfly/moth, perhaps an onion/garlic clove form hung out
to dry. It is also seen as a lantern, a beacon at night that simply glows
yet during the day it might be a semi camouflaged growth, or a tree

IME & . BNEET

FERIRLT ; Pacific Environments Architects

fort that provides an outlook and that offers refuge. The plan form also
has loose similarities to a sea shell with the open ends spiraling to the

centre.

It sits almost 10 m wide and over 12m high, with the split-level floor
sitting 10 m off the ground. Timber trusses form the main structure. The
curved fins are glue-laminated pine, plantation poplar has been used
for the slats and redwood milled from the site used in the walkway
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balustrade. Openings are formed for windows by leaving spaces
between the slats/fins that keeps the overall form yet affords
a variety of openness for the views and light and closes down
toward the rear. To loosen the regularity of the elements, steel is
wrapped arbitrarily around the pod. Tying this up at the top and
base has a sense of greater connection with the tree.

It is designed to be weather resistant using acrylic sheeting
fixed to the roof under the fins with vertical roll-down café-style
blinds within. Lighting is an important architectural component
enhancing and changing the mood, with discreet lighting within
the walkway and up-lighting within the tree house.
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12x20 and 20x40

SOUTH FACE

Poplar slats running

full height around entire BACK OF

back face of treehouse TREEHOUSE seating for
as shown - 198 degrees 198°

| max. 18 people
g ey
\ 4
\ / 450x42 glulam
\ / major timber fins

(full height )
N

e
e

-~ 280 x42 glulam
minor timber fins
20x30 Poplar slats running ~ - (full height)
full height around exterior
of the east entry ~ ) UPPER -
(48 degrees as indicated) 8 x LED recessed INTERIOR 2030
) =~ lamps in decking DECK — Poplar slats
o €
18 45 diameter handrail
5 - ~— BENCH / diat:::ter 50mm from tree trunk =
STORE
L 4631 1200 2671 900mm fror_n_t:ead top 8
THEE D =]
™
o — COFFEE — ©  EXTERIOR WEST FACE
4 \ ‘?00 ,.,'? 12 DECK —
S <>, STARS
— o 69 ~ ~—
EAST FACE I A8 '
) & LOWER @
G/. | INTERIOR ‘% S~ ‘;, 20x30 poplar
6 DECK ~ Z 4 Jota  balustrade 1100 high above
> 'Lr_: ‘o 4 x backlit timber decking planks
/ w i \ stair risers
/ < \ 45 diameter handrail 20x30 Poplar slats running
NOTE : SETOUT OF PLAN o 50mm from edge of fins full height for the 12
18, TAKENAT FLOOR |LEVEL. 7 AN 900mm from tread top degrees as indicated

40mm thick

timber decking / / / . I

0.0 20x30 Popular
> \ Patail slats (not continuous) refer
\ \ s to elevations for details
(138 degrees as indicated)
centreline of
2 x 200x50
bearers

LED strip lighting 138°
attached to major
fins running full FRONT OF
length TREEHOUSE
NORTH FACE

450 3,650 380 1,200

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
BEFEE
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water runs down
trunk of tree
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walkway o e = g - - |
- 75x50 safety upstand - 8 - ] i g
A B ONLNES e e nh s cm AL s e 23 gs 11 LIS EEE 1 1
orep o g7
timber flooring %
100x100
50
9 structural collar
100x100
‘ uplighting
SECTION BB
BB #HE
150x50 joists
at 450 centres
200x50 joists
D-03 at 450 centres
Detail
LED rope light
Q
3 50 150x50 nogs
i~ timber nosing 40x60 opal acrylic
) opal acrylic timber nosing 40x60
3 i : \ ] I double edge joist 150x50
2 i | V I i
N 150x50 nogs
150x50 joists 2 x 300x50 bearers
SECTION CC - FLOORING DETAIL SECTION DD - TYPICAL STEP DETAIL
CC & - hiR4ETE DD & - inEaMATE

SECTION CC AND DD
CC #0 DD &
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