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English spelling must be mastered for the full understanding of word formation in English. and for vocabulary
development. Good spelling is one of the key elements of good writing.

First English Spelling has been specially written for young learners. It introduces the basic rules of spelling,
covering letter sounds, noun endings such as -s, —es, —er, —or; verb endings such as -s, -es, —ing, —d, —ed;
adjective endings such as —ful and -/ess; and the adverb ending —/y. Exceptions to the rules and additional
information are highlighted in boxes. Much attention has been paid to the presentation and layout of this
book in order to make it learner—friendly.

The book is accompanied by an MP3 disk, which allows young learners to listen to the explanations and
correct pronunciation. This is a helpful learning tool to be used alongside the book, either at home or in the
classroom.

It is hoped not only that the book and disk will give young learners a clear idea of the basic rules of spelling,

but also that they will get a lot of enjoyment from learning the varied vocabulary specially chosen for their
level.
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How to use the MpP3 disk

1. The file names on the disk are listed below for easy reference. The page
numbers given after each file refer to those in the book to help learners
locate the texts.

2. Thelongerchaptersin the book are recorded in two different files for quick
playback of pages that learners want to listen to again. The files are
indicated as Part 1 or Part 2 of the chapter.

3. Learners will first hear the explanations of the spelling rules on each page,
followed by examples that illustrate the rules.

4. Then they will hear the notes for Word File and Did You Know?
5. There are sound effects at the following points in the disk:

» before the reading of the notes for Word File and Did You Know? to help
learners follow the texts in the book;

e at the end of the recording of each page to prompt them to turn to the
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Alphabet and Letter Sounds
FHRNFBRE

An alphabet is a set of letters that you use to make
words. In the English alphabet there are 26 letters, all _
with their own sounds. These 26 letters are arranged in |
a fixed order, called alphabetical order, or ABC order. '

|8
You can write the letters in two forms: small letters or 5
. capital letters. yssxtmc TS . B-EREHE. BXNBZS. "

T =

e

Small Letters \Ex&

The small letters are also called lower-case letters.
This is the way you write the small letters. 1sxsassr0T:




Capital Letters A%

Capital letters are also called big letters, or upper-case letters.
This is the way you write the capital letters.
KEFEIHERDWT:

C
H I
M
R

You use a capital letter for xE=EmHEE-
» the first letter in a sentence: 5=
The dog is barking. - w
» theword |: Tom and | are playing chess. “#" |
» names of people: Peter, John, Ali, Mary, »2
Snow White. ‘
» names of places: Paris, Botanic Gardens, w= '
Hyde Park, the Arctic. |
» names of mountains and rivers: 1112, T
Mount Fuji, the Yellow River.
» the days of the week: Monday, =

Tuesday; Wednesday. ‘.\/\/\(

» the months of the year: January, =. =
February, March. {

J
O
T
Did You Know moms: U V'
X
e

o



Vowels ©&
The English alphabet has two kinds of letters: vowels and consonants.

EVFEH ITEFENREFE.

There are five vowels: .
TEPEEST:

Look at these words. All of them have a vowel in the middle.
BEETHSE. ClPasEe— TEES.

cat rat mat

bed net hen

bin pin fin

log dot fox

mug hug cup
Did You Know rrmsse

There are two very short #1213
words that are madeup EE_—TF

A EHIREY:
of a single vowel:

I a




Short Vowels Ex=

Some vowels have a short quick sound.
BETBERERR, WAETE.

In these words, the vowels are short. Read them out aloud.
THIEEAPNTE hETE. BAFBE.

Did. You Know rrssme

hand

bell

fish

box

duck

The vowel -u-has a different
short sound in these words.
Read them out aloud. v % F 3l

bull
cushion
pudding
pussy

bush
full
pull
put

SWPPE

[u] Fo

@

bat man van
hen nest pen
fist hill milk
cot dog pond

mud

In some words, the letter y sounds like

the short vowel i. For example:
ERLRED, Ty OESN (i, HI:

carry
forty
silly

baby

10



You can put two vowels together to make a sound.
AT TESERTE—E.

. The pair of vowels oo can make a short sound like the u
in full, bull, bush and put. Here are some words with the
short oosound in them.

FRAS oo EATRFDEER (u]:

cook foot <
good hood
look stood

wood wool

The pair of vowels ou can also make the
same short sound as this vand oo.

Here are some words with the short ou
sound in them. 3@ o EUTFBEPEEN [1):

]

could should would

The pair of vowels ea can make the same sound as the
short vowel e. Here are some words with the short ea sound
inthem. $848 co EUTFRFDEER (o]

bread breath

death

11



Long Vowels kTt &

Some vowels have a long slow sound.
BETETHLEKNE. WHKTE.

Long Vowel a
F8 o £ UTREPEENR leil:

cave cage cake gate

face lake mane spade

The pair of vowels ai has the same long
asound. $8Es o EUTLFDRENR li:

(' ~ rain mail  rail

Iy sail train  pail

The pair of letters ay has the same long asound.
FEHAS oy EUATRIEPEZEN [eil:

12



Long Vowel e kt& e

The vowel e is long in these words. s « #uFaEesERcTS 1

eve scene these

The pair of vowels ee has the same
long e sound. zswa ec EUTREEDEER I

The pair of vowels ea has the same long e sound in these words.
FEES co EUTEIFPRE N (-

eat bead meal team

meat

13



