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White Tree Tower

The multidisciplinary team including Sou
Fujimoto Architects, Nicolas Laisné Asso-
ciés, Manal Rachdi Oxo Architects and the
developers Promeo Patrimoine +Evolis Pro-
motions, have won the competition for the
construction of the second “Architectural
Folie of the XXIth Century” in Montpellier.
This “Architectural Folie of the XXIth
Century” was mainly the brainchild of an
encounter between Japan and the Medi-
terranean. The cross-cultural endeavour
embodies modern Montpellier. It is also

an interchange between two genera-

. tions of architects, with Japanese firm Sou

Fujimoto at the state of its art and the
young French generation represented by
Manal Rachdi Oxo Architects and Nicolas
Laisne Associés. Other firms were brought
in to take part in this one-of-a-kind
venture: Montpellier developers Promeo
Patrimoine and Evolis Promotion, local
stakeholders who will ensure this iconic
project will promote the success for the
entire region.

The new multipurpose tower called
"Arbre Blanc” which means white tree is
designed for housing, a restaurant, an art

gallery, offices, a bar with a panoramic
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view and a common area. From the proj-
ect's concept phase, the architects were
heavily inspired by Montpellier's tradition
of outdoor living. The tower is strategically
located between the city centre and the
newly developed districts of Port Mari-
anne and Odysseum, midway between
the “old” and the new Montpellier.

It is also situated at the crossroads of
several thoroughfares: the Lez River, the
motorway and the pedestrian/cycling
path along the banks of the “octroi de

Montpellier”, or land grant.

The project will kick off with a grand ges-
ture to extend a landscaped park along
the Lez and stretch out the length of
Christophe Colomb Place. The eastern face
curves along the edge of the roundabout
while the western side on the Lez is convex
to create the widest panorama possible. The
curvature serves two purposes because this
part of the facade offers the best exposure
and viewpoint but does not block the view
for neighbouring residences.

The building is sited to meld with and defer

to its surrounding environment, yet gives it
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just the right added flair. Arching like a pair
of wings hugging the contours of the Lez
River down to Pompignane Avenue, Arbre
Blanc was intentioned as a natural form
that was carved out or sculpted over time
by water or wind. It perfectly mimics a tree
reshaping itself to grow into its environ-
ment yet simultaneously enhancing it by
offering much-needed shade.

Despite the name "white tree,” this is

by no means an ivory tower. Like a beat
integral to the urban song, the building is
destined as a public high-rise built for ev-
ery soul in Montpellier. This tallest "Folie”
in Montpellier's architectural arsenal is be-
coming the city’s focal point, a landmark
that serves as a lighthouse or guiding star

at night amid the regional urban skyline.
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Platonian Housing Tower

German Architectural office Tammo Prinz
Architects designed a residential skyscrap-
er built from a stack of modular cubes
and dodecahedrons. They have been

redeveloping a site in Lima, Peru, using a




combination of three demensional shapes
that tessellate with one another.

The sloped maximum envelope was given
by Peruan building codes. The program
was massive. Therefore, the outside sunk-
en plaza was introduced, connected to an
open and public reception space, serving
together as possible event space. In this
way, the living function could reach down
close to the ground floor, still providing
enough privacy through the gap gener-
ated by the sunken plaza.

The sunken plaza is bordered by amphi-

theater like steps, formed from Pentagon-
shaped rocks(corresponding to the build-
ing). The random heights of the rocks/seats
are traversed at several positions by steps of
the same shape in different colored stones.
All common spaces are positioned under-
ground exposed by natural light through
generous voids into the reception space.
Two of the five Platonian Bodies(Cube and
Dodekaeder) are chosen for their charac-
teristics, that they perfectly fit into each
other. By this generating a space clearly

defines two qualities — one to be taken

as inside space, the other as the potential
additions.

The first, a perfect square is easy to
handle the living functions, the second
can be either added to those or be used
as outside space. The outlines of the
Dodekaeder serve as a massive concrete
structure, giving total freedom to the in-
side. The building's appearance is mostly
defined by its brute concrete structure. 6
Dodekaeders moved together generate

a left over space inside, that shapes a star

and perfectly serves the Dodekaeders of
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the tower as carrying base structure.

In addition, the boundaries of the star
correspond exactly with cube moved into
the Dodekaeder, converting the cube
from inside space within the Dodekaeder,
into outside space, coating the star struc-

ture.
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